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PREFACE

History

The State of Florida first mandated statewide building codes during the 1970s at the beginning of the modern construction boom.
The first law required all municipalities and counties to adopt and enforce one of the four state-recognized model codes known as
the “state minimum building codes.” During the early 1990s a series of natural disasters, together with the increasing complexity of
building construction regulation in vastly changed markets, led to a comprehensive review of the state building code system. The
study revealed that building code adoption and enforcement was inconsistent throughout the state and those local codes thought to
be the strongest proved inadequate when tested by major hurricane events. The consequences of the building codes system failure
were devastation to lives and economies and a statewide property insurance crisis. The response was a reform of the state building
construction regulatory system that placed emphasis on uniformity and accountability.

The 1998 Florida Legislature amended Chapter 553, Florida Statutes (FS), Building Construction Standards, to create a single
state building code that is enforced by local governments. As of March 1, 2002, the Florida Building Code, which is developed and
maintained by the Florida Building Commission, supersedes all local building codes. The Florida Building Code is updated every
three years and may be amended annually to incorporate interpretations and clarifications.

Scope

The Florida Building Code is based on national model building codes and national consensus standards which are amended
where necessary for Florida’s specific needs. The code incorporates all building construction-related regulations for public and pri-
vate buildings in the State of Florida other than those specifically exempted by Section 553.73, Florida Statutes. It has been harmo-
nized with the Florida Fire Prevention Code, which is developed and maintained by the Department of Financial Services, Office of
the State Fire Marshal, to establish unified and consistent standards.

The base codes for the 2007 edition of the Florida Building Code include: the International Building Code®, 2006 edition; the
International Plumbing Code®, 2006 edition; the International Mechanical Code®, 2006 edition; the International Fuel Gas
Code®, 2006 edition; the International Residential Code®, 2006 edition; the International Existing Building Code®, 2006 edition;
the National Electrical Code, 2008 edition; the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Fair Housing Guidelines,
and; substantive criteria from the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-conditioning Engineers’ (ASHRAE) Stan-
dard 90.1-2004. State and local codes adopted and incorporated into the code include the Florida Energy Efficiency Code for Build-
ing Construction, the Florida Accessibility Code for Building Construction and special hurricane protection standards for the
high-velocity hurricane zone.

The code is composed of seven main volumes: the Florida Building Code, Building, which also includes Chapter 13 (energy effi-
ciency) and Chapter 11(accessibility) as well as state regulations for licensed facilities; the Florida Building Code, Plumbing; the
Florida Building Code, Mechanical; the Florida Building Code, Fuel Gas; the Florida Existing Building Code; the Florida Build-
ing Code, Residential ; and the Florida Building Code, Test Protocols for High-Velocity Hurricane Zones. Chapter 27 of the Florida
Building Code, Building, adopts the National Electrical Code, NFPA 70, by reference.

Under certain strictly defined conditions, local governments may amend requirements to be more stringent than the code. All lo-
cal amendments to the Florida Building Code must be adopted by local ordinance and reported to the Florida Building Commission
then posted on www.floridabuilding.org in Legislative format for a month before being enforced. Local amendments to the Florida
Building Code and the Florida Fire Prevention Code may be obtained from the Florida Building Commission web site, or from the
Florida Department of Community Affairs or the Florida Department of Financial Services, Office of the State Fire Marshal, re-
spectively.

Adoption and Maintenance

The Florida Building Code is adopted and updated with new editions triennially by the Florida Building Commission. It is
amended annually to incorporate interpretations, clarifications and to update standards. Minimum requirements for permitting,
plans review and inspections are established by the code, and local jurisdictions may adopt additional administrative requirements
that are more stringent. Local technical amendments are subject to strict criteria established by Section 553.73, F.S. They are subject
to commission review and adoption into the code or repeal when the code is updated triennially and are subject to appeal to the Com-
mission according to the procedures established by Section 553.73, F.S.

Ten Technical Advisory Committees (TACs), which are constituted consistent with American National Standards Institute
(ANSI) Guidelines, review proposed code changes and clarifications of the code and make recommendations to the Commission.
These TACs whose membership is constituted consistent with American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Guidelines include:
Accessibility; Joint Building Fire (a joint committee of the Commission and the State Fire Marshal); Building Structural; Code Ad-
ministration/ Enforcement; Electrical; Energy; Mechanical; Plumbing and Fuel Gas; Roofing; and Special Occupancy (state
agency construction and facility licensing regulations).
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The Commission may only issue official code clarifications using procedures of Chapter 120, Florida Statutes. To obtain such a
clarification, a request for a Declaratory Statement (DEC) must be made to the Florida Building Commission in a manner that estab-
lishes a clear set of facts and circumstances and identifies the section of the code in question. Requests are analyzed by staff, re-
viewed by the appropriate Technical Advisory Committee, and sent to the Florida Building Commission for a first action. Draft
Declaratory Statements are subject to public comment and are finalized by the Commission at its next meeting. These interpreta-
tions establish precedents for situations having similar facts and circumstances and are typically incorporated into the code in the
next code amendment cycle. Non-binding opinions are available from the Building Officials Association of Florida’s web site
(www.BOAF.net) and a Binding Opinion process is available online at www.floridabuilding.org.

Letter Designations in Front of Section Numbers

In each code development cycle, proposed changes to the code are considered at the Code Development Hearings by the ICC
Building Code Development Committee, whose action constitutes a recommendation to the voting membership for final action on
the proposed change. Proposed changes to a code section that has a number beginning with a letter in brackets are considered by a
different code development committee. For example, proposed changes to code sections that have [F] in front of them (e.g. [F]
903.1.1) are considered by the ICC Fire Code Development Committee at the code development hearings.

The content of sections in this code that begin with a letter designation are maintained by another code development committee in
accordance with the following:

[E] = International Energy Conservation Code Development Committee;
[EB] = International Existing Building Code Development Committee;
[EL] = ICC Electrical Code Development Committee;

[F] = International Fire Code Development Committee;

[FG] = International Fuel Gas Code Development Committee;

[M] = International Mechanical Code Development Committee; and

[P] = International Plumbing Code Development Committee.

Marginal Markings

Vertical lines in the margins within the body of the code indicate a change from the requirements of the base codes to the 2007
Florida Building Code effective March 1, 2009.

Sections deleted from the base code are designated “Reserved.”

An * inserted in the margin indicates a change from the 2007 Florida Building Code to the 2009 Florida Building Code revi-
sions, effective March 1, 2009.

An ** inserted in the margin indicates a change from the 2007 Florida Building Code to the 2009 Florida Building Code revi-
sions, effective October 1, 2009.

Acknowledgments

The Florida Building Code is produced through the efforts and contributions of building designers, contractors, product manu-
facturers, regulators and other interested parties who participate in the Florida Building Commission’s consensus processes, Com-
mission staff and the participants in the national model code development processes.
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105.3.1.1 If a state university, state community college or
public school district elects to use a local government’s code
enforcement offices, fees charged by counties and munici-
palities for enforcement of the Florida Building Code on
buildings, structures, and facilities of state universities, state
colleges and public school districts shall not be more than
the actual labor and administrative costs incurred for plans
review and inspections to ensure compliance with the code.

105.3.1.2 No permit may be issued for any building con-
struction, erection, alteration, modification, repair or addi-
tion unless the applicant for such permit provides to the
enforcing agency which issues the permit any of the follow-
ing documents which apply to the construction for which
the permit is to be issued and which shall be prepared by or
under the direction of an engineer registered under Chapter
471, Florida Statutes:

1. Plumbing documents for any new building or addi-
tion which requires a plumbing system with more
than 250 fixture units or which costs more than
$50,000.

2. Fire sprinkler documents for any new building or
addition which includes a fire sprinkler system which
contains 50 or more sprinkler heads. A Contractor I,
Contractor II or Contractor 1V, certified under Sec-
tion 633.521, Florida Statutes, may design a fire
sprinkler system of 49 or fewer heads and may design
the alteration of an existing fire sprinkler system if the
alteration consists of the relocation, addition or dele-
tion of not more than 49 heads, notwithstanding the
size of the existing fire sprinkler system.

3. Heating, ventilation and air-conditioning documents
for any new building or addition which requires more
than a 15-ton-per-system capacity which is designed
to accommodate 100 or more persons or for which the
system costs more than $50,000. This paragraph does
not include any document for the replacement or
repair of an existing system in which the work does
not require altering a structural part of the building or
for work on a residential one-, two-, three or
four-family structure.

An air-conditioning system may be designed by an
installing air-conditioning contractor certified under
Chapter 489, Florida Statutes, to serve any building or
addition which is designed to accommodate fewer than
100 persons and requires an air-conditioning system with
a value of $50,000 or less; and when a 15-ton-per system
or less is designed for a singular space of a building and
each 15-ton system or less has an independent duct sys-
tem. Systems not complying with the above require design
documents that are to be sealed by a professional engineer.

Example 1: When a space has two 10-ton systems with
each having an independent duct system, the contractor
may design these two systems since each unit (system) is
less than 15 tons.

Example 2: Consider a small single-story office building
which consists of six individual offices where each office
has a single 3-ton package air conditioning heat pump.
The six heat pumps are connected to a single water cool-
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ing tower. The cost of the entire heating, ventilation and
air-conditioning work is $47,000 and the office building
accommodates fewer than 100 persons. Because the six
mechanical units are connected to acommon water tower
this is considered to be an 18-ton system. It therefore
could not be designed by a mechanical or air condition-
ing contractor.

NOTE: It was further clarified by the Commission
that the limiting criteria of 100 persons and $50,000
apply to the building occupancy load and the cost for
the total air-conditioning system of the building.

4. Any specialized mechanical, electrical, or plumbing
document for any new building or addition which
includes a medical gas, oxygen, steam, vacuum, toxic
air filtration, halon, or fire detection and alarm sys-
tem which costs more than $5,000.

Documents requiring an engineer seal by this part
shall not be valid unless a professional engineer who
possesses a valid certificate of registration has signed,
dated, and stamped such document as provided in
Section 471.025, Florida Statutes.

5. Electrical documents. See Florida Statutes
471.003(2)(h).

105.3.2 Time limitation of application. An application for a
permit for any proposed work shall be deemed to have been
abandoned 180 days after the date of filing, unless such appli-
cation has been pursued in good faith or a permit has been
issued; except that the building official is authorized to grant
one or more extensions of time for additional periods not
exceeding 90 days each. The extension shall be requested in
writing and justifiable cause demonstrated.

105.3.3 An enforcing authority may not issue a building per-
mit for any building construction, erection, alteration, modi-
fication, repair or addition unless the permit either includes
on its face or there is attached to the permit the following
statement: “NOTICE: In addition to the requirements of this
permit, there may be additional restrictions applicable to this
property that may be found in the public records of this
county, and there may be additional permits required from
other governmental entities such as water management dis-
tricts, state agencies or federal agencies.”

105.3.4 A building permit for a single-family residential
dwelling must be issued within 30 working days of applica-
tion therefor unless unusual circumstances require a longer
time for processing the application or unless the permit appli-
cation fails to satisfy the Florida Building Code or the enforc-
ing agency’s laws or ordinances.

105.3.5 Identification of minimum premium policy.
Except as otherwise provided in Chapter 440, Florida Stat-
utes, Workers’ Compensation, every employer shall, as a con-
dition to receiving a building permit, show proof that it has
secured compensation for its employees as provided in Sec-
tion 440.10 and 440.38, Florida Statutes.

105.3.6 Asbestos removal. Moving, removal or disposal of
asbestos-containing materials on a residential building where
the owner occupies the building, the building is not for sale or
lease, and the work is performed according to the
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owner-builder limitations provided in this paragraph. To
qualify for exemption under this paragraph, an owner must
personally appear and sign the building permit application.
The permitting agency shall provide the person with a dis-
closure statement in substantially the following form:

Disclosure Statement: State law requires asbestos abate-
ment to be done by licensed contractors. You have applied
for a permit under an exemption to that law. The exemption
allows you, as the owner of your property, to act as your
own asbestos abatement contractor even though you do not
have a license. You must supervise the construction your-
self. You may move, remove or dispose of asbestos-con-
taining materials on a residential building where you
occupy the building and the building is not for sale or lease,
or the building is a farm outbuilding on your property. If
you sell or lease such building within 1 year after the asbes-
tos abatement is complete, the law will presume that you
intended to sell or lease the property at the time the work
was done, which is a violation of this exemption. You may
not hire an unlicensed person as your contractor. Your
work must be done according to all local, state and federal
laws and regulations which apply to asbestos abatement
projects. It is your responsibility to make sure that people
employed by you have licenses required by state law and
by county or municipal licensing ordinances.

105.4 Conditions of the permit.

105.4.1 Permit intent. A permitissued shall be construed
to be a license to proceed with the work and not as author-
ity to violate, cancel, alter or set aside any of the provisions
of the technical codes, nor shall issuance of a permit pre-
vent the building official from thereafter requiring a cor-
rection of errors in plans, construction or violations of this
code. Every permit issued shall become invalid unless the
work authorized by such permit is commenced within 6
months after its issuance, or if the work authorized by such
permit is suspended or abandoned for a period of 6 months
after the time the work is commenced.

105.4.1.1 If work has commenced and the permit is
revoked, becomes null and void or expires because of
lack of progress or abandonment, a new permit cover-
ing the proposed construction shall be obtained before
proceeding with the work.

105.4.1.2 If a new permit is not obtained within 180
days from the date the initial permit became null and
void, the building official is authorized to require that
any work which has been commenced or completed be
removed from the building site. Alternately, a new per-
mit may be issued on application, providing the work in
place and required to complete the structure meets all
applicable regulations in effect at the time the initial
permit became null and void and any regulations which
may have become effective between the date of expira-
tion and the date of issuance of the new permit.

105.4.1.3 Work shall be considered to be in active prog-
ress when the permit has received an approved inspec-
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tion within 180 days. This provision shall not be appli-
cable in case of civil commotion or strike or when the
building work is halted due directly to judicial injunc-
tion, order or similar process.

105.4.1.4 The fee for renewal reissuance and extension
of a permit shall be set forth by the administrative
authority.

105.5 Expiration. Reserved.
105.6 Suspension or revocation. Reserved.

105.7 Placement of permit. The building permit or copy
shall be kept on the site of the work until the completion of the
project.

105.8 Notice of commencement. As per Section 713.135,
Florida Statutes, when any person applies for a building per-
mit, the authority issuing such permit shall print on the face of
each permit card in no less than 18-point, capitalized, bold-
faced type: “WARNING TO OWNER: YOUR FAILURE TO
RECORD A NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT MAY
RESULT IN YOUR PAYING TWICE FOR IMPROVE-
MENTS TO YOUR PROPERTY. IF YOU INTEND TO
OBTAIN FINANCING, CONSULT WITH YOUR LENDER
OR AN ATTORNEY BEFORE RECORDING YOUR
NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT".”

105.9 Asbestos. The enforcing agency shall require each
building permit for the demolition or renovation of an existing
structure to contain an asbestos notification statement which
indicates the owner’s or operator’s responsibility to comply
with the provisions of Section 469.003, Florida Statutes, and
to notify the Department of Environmental Protection of his
or her intentions to remove asbestos, when applicable, in
accordance with state and federal law.

105.10 Certificate of protective treatment for prevention
of termites. A weather-resistant job-site posting board shall
be provided to receive duplicate treatment certificates as each
required protective treatment is completed, providing a copy
for the person the permit is issued to and another copy for the
building permit files. The treatment certificate shall provide
the product used, identity of the applicator, time and date of
the treatment, site location, area treated, chemical used, per-
cent concentration and number of gallons used, to establish a
verifiable record of protective treatment. If the soil chemical
barrier method for termite prevention is used, final exterior
treatment shall be completed prior to final building approval.

105.11 Notice of termite protection. A permanent sign
which identifies the termite treatment provider and need for
reinspection and treatment contract renewal shall be pro-
vided. The sign shall be posted near the water heater or elec-
tric panel.

105.12 Work starting before permit issuance. Upon
approval of the building official, the scope of work delineated
in the building permit application and plan may be started prior
to the final approval and issuance of the permit, provided any
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work completed is entirely at risk of the permit applicant and
the work does not proceed past the first required inspection.

105.13 Phased permit approval. After submittal of the appro-
priate construction documents, the building official is authorized
to issue a permit for the construction of foundations or any other
part of a building or structure before the construction documents
for the whole building or structure have been submitted. The
holder of such permit for the foundation or other parts of a build-
ing or structure shall proceed at the holder’s own risk with the
building operation and without assurance that a permit for the
entire structure will be granted. Corrections may be required to
meet the requirements of the technical codes.

105.14 Permit issued on basis of an affidavit. Whenever a per-
mit is issued in reliance upon an affidavit or whenever the work
to be covered by a permit involves installation under conditions
which, in the opinion of the building official, are hazardous or
complex, the building official shall require that the architect or
engineer who signed the affidavit or prepared the drawings or
computations shall supervise such work. In addition, they shall
be responsible for conformity to the permit, provide copies of
inspection reports as inspections are performed, and upon com-
pletion make and file with the building official written affidavit
that the work has been done in conformity to the reviewed plans
and with the structural provisions of the technical codes. In the
event such architect or engineer is not available, the owner shall
employ in his stead a competent person or agency whose qualifi-
cations are reviewed by the building official. The building offi-
cial shall ensure that any person conducting plans review is
qualified as a plans examiner under Part XII of Chapter 468,
Florida Statutes, and that any person conducting inspections is
qualified as a building inspector under Part III of Chapter 468,
Florida Statutes.

105.15 Opening protection. When any activity requiring a
building permit that is applied for on or after July 1, 2008, and
for which the estimated cost is $50,000 or more for a site-built
single-family detached residential structure that is located in the
wind-borne debris region as defined in this code and that has an
insured value of $750,000 or more, or, if the site-built sin-
gle-family detached residential structure is uninsured or for
which documentation of insured value is not presented, has a just
valuation for the structure for purposes of ad valorem taxation of
$750,000 or more; opening protections as required within this
code or Florida Building Code, Residential for new construction
shall be provided.

Exception: Single-family residential structures permitted
subject to the Florida Building Code are not required to
comply with this section.

SECTION 106
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

106.1 Submittal documents. Construction documents, a state-
ment of special inspections and other data shall be submitted in
one or more sets with each application for a permit. The con-
struction documents shall be prepared by a registered design
professional where required by Chapter 471, Florida Statutes or
Chapter 481, Florida Statutes. Where special conditions exist,
the building official is authorized to require additional construc-

2007 FLORIDA BUILDING CODE—BUILDING

ADMINISTRATION

tion documents to be prepared by a registered design
professional.

Exception: The building official is authorized to waive the
submission of construction documents and other data not
required to be prepared by a registered design professional if
it is found that the nature of the work applied for is such that
review of construction documents is not necessary to obtain
compliance with this code.

106.1.1 Information on construction documents. Con-
struction documents shall be dimensioned and drawn upon
suitable material. Electronic media documents are permitted
to be submitted when approved by the building official. Con-
struction documents shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate
the location, nature and extent of the work proposed and
show in detail that it will conform to the provisions of this
code and relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations, as
determined by the building official (see also Section 106.3.5).

106.1.1.1 Fire protection system shop drawings. Shop
drawings for the fire protection system(s) shall be submit-
ted to indicate conformance with this code and the con-
struction documents and shall be approved prior to the
start of system installation. Shop drawings shall contain
all information as required by the referenced installation
standards in Chapter 9.

106.1.1.2 For roof assemblies required by the code, the
construction documents shall illustrate, describe and
delineate the type of roofing system, materials, fastening
requirements, flashing requirements and wind resistance
rating that are required to be installed. Product evaluation
and installation shall indicate compliance with the wind
criteria required for the specific site or a statement by an
architect or engineer for the specific site must be submit-
ted with the construction documents.

106.1.2 Means of egress. Reserved.
106.1.3 Exterior wall envelope. Reserved.
106.2 Site plan. Reserved.

106.3 Examination of documents. The building official shall
examine or cause to be examined the accompanying construc-
tion documents and shall ascertain by such examinations
whether the construction indicated and described is in accor-
dance with the requirements of this code and other pertinent laws
or ordinances.

Exceptions:

1. Building plans approved pursuant to Section
553.77(5), Florida Statutes, and state-approved manu-
factured buildings are exempt from local codes enforc-
ing agency plan reviews except for provisions of the
code relating to erection, assembly or construction at
the site. Erection, assembly and construction at the
site are subject to local permitting and inspections.

2. Industrial construction on sites where design, con-
struction and fire safety are supervised by appropriate
design and inspection professionals and which contain
adequate in-house fire departments and rescue squads
is exempt, subject to local government option, from
review of plans and inspections, providing owners
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certify that applicable codes and standards have been
met and supply appropriate approved drawings to local
building and fire-safety inspectors.

106.3.1 Approval of construction documents. When the
building official issues a permit, the construction documents
shall be approved, in writing or by stamp, as “Reviewed for
Code Compliance.” One set of construction documents so
reviewed shall be retained by the building official. The other
set shall be returned to the applicant, shall be kept at the site of
work and shall be open to inspection by the building official
or a duly authorized representative.

106.3.2 Previous approvals. This code shall not require
changes in the construction documents, construction or des-
ignated occupancy of a structure for which a lawful permit
has been heretofore issued or otherwise lawfully autho-
rized, and the construction of which has been pursued in
good faith within 180 days after the effective date of this
code and has not been abandoned.

106.3.3 Phased approval. Reserved.

106.3.4 Design professional in responsible charge.
Reserved.

106.3.4.1 General. Reserved.
106.3.4.2 Deferred submittals. Reserved.

106.3.4.3 Certifications by contractors authorized under
the provisions of Section 489.115(4)(b), Florida Statutes,
shall be considered equivalent to sealed plans and specifi-
cations by a person licensed under Chapter 471, Florida
Statutes, or Chapter 481 Florida Statutes, by local
enforcement agencies for plans review for permitting pur-
poses relating to compliance with the wind-resistance pro-
visions of the code or alternate methodologies approved
by the Florida Building Commission for one- and
two-family dwellings. Local enforcement agencies may
rely upon such certification by contractors that the plans
and specifications submitted conform to the requirements
of the code for wind resistance. Upon good cause shown,
local government code enforcement agencies may accept
or reject plans sealed by persons licensed under Chapters
471, 481 or 489, Florida Statutes.

106.3.5 Minimum plan review criteria for buildings. The
examination of the documents by the building official shall
include the following minimum criteria and documents: a
floor plan; site plan; foundation plan; floor/roof framing plan
or truss layout; and all exterior elevations:

Commercial Buildings:

Building
1. Site requirements:
Parking
Fire access
Vehicle loading

Driving/turning radius

Fire hydrant/water supply/post indicator valve (PIV)
Set back/separation (assumed property lines)
Location of specific tanks, water lines and sewer lines
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Occupancy group and special occupancy require-
ments shall be determined.

Minimum type of construction shall be determined
(see Table 503).

Fire-resistant construction requirements shall
include the following components:

Fire-resistant separations

Fire-resistant protection for type of construction
Protection of openings and penetrations of rated
walls Fire blocking and draftstopping and calcu-
lated fire resistance

Fire suppression systems shall include:

Early warning smoke evacuation systems Sche-
matic fire sprinklers

Standpipes

Preengineered systems

Riser diagram

Same as above

Life safety systems shall be determined and shall
include the following requirements:

Occupant load and egress capacities

Early warning

Smoke control

Stair pressurization

Systems schematic

Occupancy load/egress requirements shall include:
Occupancy load

Gross

Net

Means of egress

Exit access

Exit

Exit discharge

Stairs construction/geometry and protection
Doors

Emergency lighting and exit signs

Specific occupancy requirements
Construction requirements

Horizontal exits/exit passageways

Structural requirements shall include:
Soil conditions/analysis

Termite protection

Design loads

Wind requirements

Building envelope

Structural calculations (if required)
Foundation

Wall systems

Floor systems

Roof systems

Threshold inspection plan

Stair systems

Materials shall be reviewed and shall at a minimum
include the following:

Wood

Steel

Aluminum

Concrete
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11.

12.

13.

Plastic

Glass

Masonry

Gypsum board and plaster
Insulating (mechanical)
Roofing

Insulation

Accessibility requirements shall include the follow-

ing:

Site requirements

Accessible route

Vertical accessibility

Toilet and bathing facilities
Drinking fountains

Equipment

Special occupancy requirements
Fair housing requirements

Interior requirements shall include the following:
Interior finishes (flame spread/smoke development)

Light and ventilation
Sanitation

Special systems:
Elevators
Escalators

Lifts

Swimming pools:
Barrier requirements
Spas

Wading pools

Electrical

1.

N o R »D

Electrical:

Wiring

Services

Feeders and branch circuits
Overcurrent protection
Grounding

Wiring methods and materials
GFCIs

Equipment

Special occupancies
Emergency systems
Communication systems
Low voltage

Load calculations

Plumbing

N R D=

Minimum plumbing facilities
Fixture requirements

Water supply piping
Sanitary drainage

Water heaters

Vents

Roof drainage
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Back flow prevention

Irrigation
10. Location of water supply line
11. Grease traps
12. Environmental requirements
13. Plumbing riser
Mechanical
1. Energy calculations
2. Exhaust systems:
Clothes dryer exhaust
Kitchen equipment exhaust
Specialty exhaust systems
3. Equipment
4. Equipment location
5. Make-up air
6. Roof-mounted equipment
7. Duct systems
8. Ventilation
9. Combustion air
10. Chimneys, fireplaces and vents
11. Appliances
12. Boilers
13. Refrigeration
14. Bathroom ventilation
15. Laboratory
Gas
1. Gas piping
2. Venting
3. Combustion air
4. Chimneys and vents
5. Appliances
6. Type of gas
7. Fireplaces
8. LP tank location
9. Riser diagram/shutoffs
Demolition
1. Asbestos removal

Residential (one- and two-family)

1.

A

Site requirements
Set back/separation (assumed property lines)
Location of septic tanks

Fire-resistant construction (if required)
Fire
Smoke detector locations

Egress
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Egress window size and location stairs construction
requirements

6. Structural requirements shall include:

Wall section from foundation through roof, includ-
ing assembly and materials connector tables wind
requirements structural calculations (if required)

7. Accessibility requirements: show/identify accessible
bath

Exemptions.

Plans examination by the building official shall not be
required for the following work:

1. Replacing existing equipment such as mechanical
units, water heaters, etc.

. Reroofs
. Minor electrical, plumbing and mechanical repairs

. Annual maintenance permits

| S B S

. Prototype plans

Except for local site adaptions, siding, foundations
and/or modifications.

Except for structures that require waiver.

6. Manufactured buildings plan except for foundations
and modifications of buildings on site.

106.4 Amended construction documents. Work shall be
installed in accordance with the approved construction docu-
ments, and any changes made during construction that are not in
compliance with the approved construction documents shall be
resubmitted for approval as an amended set of construction doc-
uments.

106.5 Retention of construction documents. One set of
approved construction documents shall be retained by the build-
ing official for a period of not less than 180 days from date of
completion of the permitted work, or as required by Florida
Statutes.

106.6 Affidavits. The building official may accept a sworn affi-
davit from aregistered architect or engineer stating that the plans
submitted conform to the technical codes. For buildings and
structures, the affidavit shall state that the plans conform to the
laws as to egress, type of construction and general arrangement
and, if accompanied by drawings, show the structural design and
that the plans and design conform to the requirements of the
technical codes as to strength, stresses, strains, loads and stabil-
ity. The building official may without any examination or
inspection accept such affidavit, provided the architect or engi-
neer who made such affidavit agrees to submit to the building
official copies of inspection reports as inspections are per-
formed and upon completion of the structure, electrical, gas,
mechanical or plumbing systems a certification that the struc-
ture, electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system has been
erected in accordance with the requirements of the technical
codes. Where the building official relies upon such affidavit,
the architect or engineer shall assume full responsibility for
compliance with all provisions of the technical codes and other
pertinent laws or ordinances. The building official shall ensure
that any person conducting plans review is qualified as a plans
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examiner under Part XII of Chapter 468, Florida Statutes, and
that any person conducting inspections is qualified as a build-
ing inspector under Part X1II of Chapter 468, Florida Statutes.

SECTION 107
TEMPORARY STRUCTURES AND USES

107.1 General. The building official is authorized to issue a
permit for temporary structures and temporary uses. Such per-
mits shall be limited as to time of service, but shall not be per-
mitted for more than 180 days. The building official is
authorized to grant extensions for demonstrated cause.

107.2 Conformance. Temporary structures and uses shall con-
form to the structural strength, fire safety, means of egress,
accessibility, light, ventilation and sanitary requirements of
this code as necessary to ensure public health, safety and gen-
eral welfare.

107.3 Temporary power. The building official is authorized to
give permission to temporarily supply and use power in part of
an electric installation before such installation has been fully
completed and the final certificate of completion has been
issued. The part covered by the temporary certificate shall
comply with the requirements specified for temporary lighting,
heat or power in Chapter 27 of the Florida Building Code,
Building.

107.4 Termination of approval. The building official is
authorized to terminate such permit for a temporary structure
or use and to order the temporary structure or use to be discon-
tinued.

SECTION 108
FEES

108.1 Prescribed fees. A permit shall not be issued until fees
authorized under Section 553.80, Florida Statutes, have been
paid. Nor shall an amendment to a permit be released until the
additional fee, if any, due to an increase in the estimated cost of
the building, structure, electrical, plumbing, mechanical or gas
systems has been paid.

108.2 Schedule of permit fees. On buildings, structures, elec-
trical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing systems or alterations
requiring a permit, a fee for each permit shall be paid as
required, in accordance with the schedule as established by the
applicable governing authority.

108.3 Building permit valuations. Reserved.

108.4 Work commencing before permit issuance. Any per-
son who commences any work on a building, structure, electri-
cal, gas, mechanical or plumbing system before obtaining the
building official’s approval or the necessary permits shall be
subject to a penalty of 100 percent of the usual permit fee in
addition to the required permit fees.

108.5 Related fees. Reserved.
108.6 Refunds. Reserved.
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CHAPTER 2
DEFINITIONS

SECTION 201
GENERAL

201.1 Scope. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following
words and terms shall, for the purposes of this code, have the
meanings shown in this chapter.

201.2 Interchangeability. Words used in the present tense
include the future; words stated in the masculine gender
include the feminine and neuter; the singular number includes
the plural and the plural, the singular.

201.3 Words not defined. Words not defined herein shall have
the meanings stated in the Florida Building Code, Plumbing,
Mechanical and Fuel Gas, or the Florida Fire Prevention
Code. Words not defined in the Florida Building Codes shall
have the meanings in Webster’s Third New International Dic-
tionary of the English Language, Unabridged.

201.4 Terms not defined. Reserved.

SECTION 202
DEFINITIONS

AAC MASONRY. See Section 2102.1.

ACCESSIBLE. See Section 11-3.5.

ACCESSIBLE MEANS OF EGRESS. See Section 1002.1.
ACCESSIBLE ROUTE. See Section 11-3.5.
ACCESSIBLE UNIT. Reserved.

ACCREDITATION BODY. See Section 2302.1.

ADDITION. An extension or increase in floor area or height
of a building or structure.

ADHERED MASONRY VENEER. See Section 1402.1.
ADOBE CONSTRUCTION. See Section 2102.1.
Adobe, stabilized. See Section 2102.1.
Adobe, unstabilized. See Section 2102.1.
[F1 AEROSOL. See Section 307.2.
Level 1 aerosol products. See Section 307.2.
Level 2 aerosol products. See Section 307.2.
Level 3 aerosol products. See Section 307.2.
[F1 AEROSOL CONTAINER. See Section 307.2.
AGRICULTURAL, BUILDING. Reserved.
AIR-INFLATED STRUCTURE. See Section 3102.2.
AIR-SUPPORTED STRUCTURE. See Section 3102.2.
Double skin. See Section 3102.2.
Single skin. See Section 3102.2.
AISLE. See Section 1002.1.
AISLE ACCESSWAY. See Section 1002.1.
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[F] ALARM NOTIFICATION APPLIANCE. See Section
902.1.

[F1 ALARM SIGNAL. See Section 902.1.

[F1 ALARM VERIFICATION FEATURE. See Section
902.1.

ALLOWABLE STRESS DESIGN. See Section 1602.1.

ALTERATION. Any construction or renovation to an existing
structure other than repair or addition.

ALTERNATING TREAD DEVICE. See Section 1002.1.
ANCHOR. See Section 2102.1.

ANCHOR BUILDING. See Section 402.2.

ANCHORED MASONRY VENEER. See Section 1402.1.
ANNULAR SPACE. See Section 702.1.

[F] ANNUNCIATOR. See Section 902.1.

APPLICABLE GOVERNING BODY. A city, county, state,
state agency or other political government subdivision or entity
authorized to administer and enforce the provisions of this
code, as adopted or amended. Also applies to administrative
authority.

APPROVED. Acceptable to the code official or authority hav-
ing jurisdiction.

APPROVED AGENCY. See Section 1702.1.

APPROVED FABRICATOR. See Section 1702.1.

APPROVED SOURCE. An independent person, firm or cor-
poration, approved by the building official, who is competent
and experienced in the application of engineering principles to
materials, methods or systems analyses.

ARCHITECT. A Florida-registered architect.
ARCHITECTURAL TERRA COTTA. See Section2102.1.
AREA. See Section 2102.1.

Bedded. See Section 2102.1.

Gross cross-sectional. See Section 2102.1.

Net cross-sectional. See Section 2102.1.
AREA, BUILDING. See Section 502.1.
AREA OF REFUGE. See Section 1002.1.

AREAWAY. A subsurface space adjacent to a building open at
the top or protected at the top by a grating or guard.

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES. See Section 310.2, “Res-
idential Care/Assisted living facilities.”

ATRIUM. See Section 404.1.1.
ATTIC. The space between the ceiling beams of the top story
and the roof rafters.

2.1R



DEFINITIONS

[F] AUDIBLE ALARM NOTIFICATION APPLIANCE.
See Section 902.1.

AUTOCLAVED AERATED CONCRETE (AAC). See Sec-
tion 2102.1.

[F] AUTOMATIC. See Section 902.1.

[F] AUTOMATIC FIRE-EXTINGUISHING SYSTEM.
See Section 902.1.

[F] AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEM. See Section
902.1.

[F] AVERAGE AMBIENT SOUND LEVEL. See Section
902.1

AWNING. Any rigid or movable (retractable) roof-like struc-
ture, cantilevered, or otherwise entirely supported from a
building. An awning is comprised of a lightweight rigid or
removable skeleton structure over which an approved cover is
attached.

BACKING. See Section 1402.1.
BALCONY, EXTERIOR. See Section 1602.1.
BALED COTTON. See Section 307.2.

BALED COTTON, DENSELY PACKED. See Section
307.2.

[F]1 BARRICADE. See Section 307.2.
Artificial barricade. See Section 307.2.
Natural barricade. See Section 307.2.

BASE FLOOD. Reserved.

BASE FLOOD ELEVATION. Reserved.

BASEMENT. See Sections 502.1.

BED JOINT. See Section 2102.1.

BLEACHERS. See Section 1002.1.

BOARDING HOUSE. See Section 310.2.

[F] BOILING POINT. See Section 307.2.

BOND BEAM. See Section 2102.1.

BOND REINFORCING. See Section 2102.1.

BRACED WALL LINE. See Section 2302.1.

BRACED WALL PANEL. See Section 2302.1.

BRICK. See Section 2102.1.

Calcium silicate (sand lime brick). See Section 2102.1.
Clay or shale. See Section 2102.1.
Concrete. See Section 2102.1.

BUILDING. Any structure used or intended for supporting or
sheltering any use or occupancy.

BUILDING LINE. The line established by law, beyond which a
building shall not extend, except as specifically provided by law.

BUILDING OFFICIAL. The officer or other designated
authority charged with the administration and enforcement of
this code, or a duly authorized representative.

BUILT-UP ROOF COVERING. See Section 1502.1.
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BURIAL CHAMBER MAUSOLEUM. A family mausoleum
consisting of 6 or fewer casket placement crypts plus a chamber to
be used for loading of caskets from the interior of the mausoleum
which is not below the level of the ground and which is substan-
tially exposed above ground.

BUTTRESS. See Section 2102.1.

CABLE-RESTRAINED, AIR-SUPPORTED STRUC-
TURE. See Section 3102.2.

CANOPY. Any fixed roof-like structure, not movable like an
awning, and which is cantilevered in whole or in part self-support-
ing, but having no side walls or curtains other than valances not
more than 18 inches (457 mm) deep. Lean-to canopies, fixed
umbrellas and similar structures are included in this classification.
Structures having side walls or valances more than 18 inches (457
mm) deep shall be classified as a tent as set forth herein.

[F] CARBON DIOXIDE EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS.
See Section 902.1.

CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM. A device for the purpose
of detecting carbon monoxide, that produces a distinct audible
alarm, and is listed or labeled with the appropriate standard,
either ANSI/UL 2034, Standard for Single and Multiple Sta-
tion CO Alarms, or UL 2075, Gas and Vapor Detector Sensor,
in accordance with its application.

CAST STONE. See Section 2102.1.

[F] CEILING LIMIT. See Section 902.1.

CEILING RADIATION DAMPER. See Section 702.1.
CELL. See Section 2102.1.

CEMENT PLASTER. See Section 2502.1.

CERAMIC FIBER BLANKET. See Section 721.1.1.
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE. See Section 1702.1.

CHAPEL MAUSOLEUM. A mausoleum for the public that
has heat or air conditioning, with or without a committal
area or office.

CHIMNEY. See Section 2102.1.

CHIMNEY TYPES. See Section 2102.1.
High-heat appliance type. See Section 2102.1.
Low-heat appliance type. See Section 2102.1.
Masonry type. See Section 2102.1.
Medium-heat appliance type. See Section 2102.1.

CIRCULAR STAIRS. See Section 1002.

CIRCULATION PATH. Reserved.

[F] CLEAN AGENT. See Section 902.1.

CLEANOUT. See Section 2102.1.

[F] CLOSED SYSTEM. See Section 307.2.

COLLAR JOINT. See Section 2102.1.

COLLECTOR. See Section 2302.1.

COLUMBARIUM. A permanent structure consisting of
niches.

COLUMN, MASONRY. See Section 2102.1.
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COMBINATION FIRE/SMOKE DAMPER. See Section
702.1.

[F] COMBUSTIBLE DUST. See Section 307.2.
[F] COMBUSTIBLE FIBERS. See Section 307.2.
[F] COMBUSTIBLE LIQUID. See Section 307.2.
Class II. See Section 307.2.
Class IITA. See Section 307.2.
Class IIIB. See Section 307.2.
COMMISSION. The Florida Building Commission.

COMMON PATH OF EGRESS TRAVEL. See Section
1002.1.

COMMON USE. Reserved.

COMPANION CRYPT. A permanent chamber in a mauso-
leum for the containment of human remains of more than one
individual.

COMPOSITE ACTION. See Section 2102.1.
COMPOSITE MASONRY. See Section 2102.1.
[F] COMPRESSED GAS. See Section 307.2.

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH OF MASONRY. See Sec-
tion 2102.1.

CONCRETE, CARBONATE AGGREGATE. See Section
721.1.1.

CONCRETE, CELLULAR. See Section 721.1.1.

CONCRETE, LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATE. See Sec-
tion 721.1.1.

CONCRETE, PERLITE. See Section 721.1.1.
CONCRETE, SAND-LIGHTWEIGHT. See Section 721.1.1.

CONCRETE, SILICEOUS AGGREGATE. See Section
721.1.1.

CONCRETE, VERMICULITE. See Section 721.1.1.
CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES. See Section 310.2.
CONNECTOR. See Section 2102.1.

[F] CONSTANTLY ATTENDED LOCATION. See Section
902.1.

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS. Written, graphic and
pictorial documents prepared or assembled for describing the
design, location and physical characteristics of the elements of
a project necessary for obtaining a building permit.

CONSTRUCTION TYPES. See Section 602.
Type I. See Section 602.2.
Type II. See Section 602.2.
Type III. See Section 602.3.
Type IV. See Section 602.4.
Type V. See Section 602.5.

[F] CONTINUOUS GAS-DETECTION SYSTEM. See
Section 415.2.

[F] CONTROL AREA. See Section 307.2.
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CONTROLLED LOW-STRENGTH MATERIAL. A
self-compacted, cementitious material used primarily as a
backfill in place of compacted fill.

CONVENTIONAL LIGHT-FRAME WOOD CON-
STRUCTION. See Section 2302.1.

CORRIDOR. See Section 1002.1.

CORROSION RESISTANCE. The ability of a material to
withstand deterioration of its surface or its properties when
exposed to its environment.

[F] CORROSIVE. See Section 307.2.

COURT. An open, uncovered space, unobstructed to the sky,
bounded on three or more sides by exterior building walls or
other enclosing devices.

COVER. See Section 2102.1.
COVERED MALL BUILDING. See Section 402.2.

CRANE LOAD. The dead, live and impact loads and forces
resulting from the operation of permanent cranes.

CRIPPLE WALL. See Section 2302.1.
CRYOGENIC FLUID. See Section 307.2.

CRYPT. A permanent chamber in a mausoleum for the con-
tainment of human remains.

DALLE GLASS. See Section 2402.1.
DAMPER. See Section 702.1.
DAY BOX. See Section 307.2.

DAY-CARE HOME. A building or a portion of a building in
which more than 3 but not more than 12 clients receive care,
maintenance and supervision, by other than their relative(s) or
legal guardian(s), for less than 24 hour per day.

DAY-CARE OCCUPANCY. A building or a portion of a
building in which more than 12 clients receive care, mainte-
nance and supervision, by other than their relative(s) or legal
guardian(s), for less than 24 hour per day.

DEAD LOADS. See Section 1602.1.
DECK. See Section 1602.1.

DECORATIVE CEMENTITIOUS COATING. A skim
coat, as defined in ASTM C 926, of portland cement based
plaster applied to concrete or masonry surfaces intended for
cosmetic purposes.

DECORATIVE GLASS. See Section 2402.1.

[F] DECORATIVE MATERIALS. All materials applied over
the building interior finish for decorative, acoustical or other effect
(such as curtains, draperies, fabrics, streamers and surface cover-
ings), and all other materials utilized for decorative effect (such as
batting, cloth, cotton, hay, stalks, straw, vines, leaves, trees, moss
and similar items), including foam plastics and materials contain-
ing foam plastics. Decorative materials do not include floor cover-
ings, ordinary window shades, interior finish and materials 0.025
inch (0.64 mm) or less in thickness applied directly to and adher-
ing tightly to a substrate.

[F] DEFLAGRATION. See Section 307.2.
[F1 DELUGE SYSTEM. See Section 902.1.
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DESIGN DISPLACEMENT. Reserved.

DESIGN EARTHQUAKE GROUND MOTION. Reserved.
DESIGN FLOOD. Reserved.

DESIGN FLOOD ELEVATION. Reserved.

DESIGN STRENGTH. See Section 1602.1.
DESIGNATED SEISMIC SYSTEM. Reserved.

[F] DETACHED BUILDING. See Section 307.2.

DETAILED PLAIN CONCRETE STRUCTURAL WALL.
See Section 1908.1.3.

DETECTABLE WARNING. See Section 11-3.
[F] DETECTOR, HEAT. See Section 902.1.
[F] DETONATION. See Section 307.2.
DIAPHRAGM. See Sections 1602.1 and 2102.1.
Diaphragm, blocked. See Sections 1602.1.
Diaphragm, boundary. See Section 1602.1.
Diaphragm, chord. See Section 1602.1.
Diaphragm, flexible. See Section 1602.1.
Diaphragm, rigid. See Section 1602.1.
Diaphragm, unblocked. See Section 2302.1.
DIMENSIONS. See Section 2102.1.
Actual. See Section 2102.1.
Nominal. See Section 2102.1.
Specified. See Section 2102.1.
DISPENSING. See Section 307.2.
DOOR, BALANCED. See Section 1002.1.
DORMITORY. See Section 310.2.
DRAFTSTOP. See Section 702.1.
DRAG STRUT. See Section 2302.1.

[F]DRY-CHEMICAL EXTINGUISHING AGENT. See Section
902.1.

DRY FLOODPROOFING. Reserved.
DURATION OF LOAD. See Section 1602.1.

DWELLING. A building that contains one or two dwelling units
used, intended or designed to be used, rented, leased, let or hired out to
be occupied for living purposes.

DWELLING UNIT. A single unit providing complete, independ-
ent living facilities for one or more persons, including permanent
provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.

DWELLING UNIT OR SLEEPING UNIT, MULTI-
STORY. Reserved.

DWELLING UNIT OR SLEEPING UNIT, TYPE A.
Reserved.

DWELLING UNIT OR SLEEPING UNIT, TYPE B.
Reserved.

EFFECTIVE HEIGHT. See Section 2102.1.
EGRESS COURT. See Section 1002.1.
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[F1 EMERGENCY ALARM SYSTEM. See Section 902.1.

[F] EMERGENCY CONTROL STATION. See Section
415.2.

EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE OPENING. See
Section 1002.1.

[F] EMERGENCY VOICE/ALARM COMMUNICA-
TIONS. See Section 902.1.

EMPLOYEE WORK AREA. Reserved.
ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.

Local enforcement agency. Means an agency of local gov-
ernment with authority to make inspections of buildings and
to enforce the codes which establish standards for design,
construction, erection, alteration, repair, modification or
demolition of public or private buildings, structures or facil-
ities.

State enforcement agency. Means the agency of state gov-
ernment with authority to make inspections of buildings and
to enforce the codes, as required by this part, which establish
standards for design, construction, erection, alteration, repair,
modification or demolition of public or private buildings,
structures or facilities.

ENGINEER. A Florida-licensed professional engineer.
EQUIPMENT PLATFORM. See Section 502.1.
ESSENTIAL FACILITIES. See Section 1602.1.

[F1 EXHAUSTED ENCLOSURE. See Section 415.2.
EXISTING CONSTRUCTION. Reserved.

EXISTING STRUCTURE. A structure erected prior to the
date of adoption of the appropriate code, or one for which a
legal building permit has been issued.

EXIT. See Section 1002.1.

EXIT, HORIZONTAL. See Section 1002.1.

EXIT ACCESS. See Section 1002.1.

EXIT DISCHARGE. See Section 1002.1.

EXIT DISCHARGE, LEVEL OF. See Section 1002.1.
EXIT ENCLOSURE. See Section 1002.1.

EXIT PASSAGEWAY. See Section 1002.1.

EXPANDED VINYL WALL COVERING. See Section
802.1.

[F] EXPLOSION. See Section 902.1.
[F] EXPLOSIVE. See Section 307.2.
High explosive. See Section 307.2.
Low explosive. See Section 307.2.
Mass detonating explosives. See Section 307.2.
UN/DOTn Class 1 Explosives. See Section 307.2.
Division 1.1. See Section 307.2.
Division 1.2. See Section 307.2.
Division 1.3. See Section 307.2.
Division 1.4. See Section 307.2.
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Division 1.5. See Section 307.2.

Division 1.6. See Section 307.2.
EXTERIOR SURFACES. See Section 2502.1.
EXTERIOR WALL. See Section 1402.1.
EXTERIOR WALL COVERING. See Section 1402.1.
EXTERIOR WALL ENVELOPE. See Section 1402.1.
F RATING. See Section 702.1.

FABRIC COVERED FRAMEWORK (FCF). A
nonpressurized structure which is composed of a rigid framework
to support tensioned membrane or fabric which provides the
weather barrier.

FABRIC PARTITIONS. See Section 1602.1.
FABRICATED ITEM. See Section 1702.1.

[F] FABRICATION AREA. See Section 415.2.
FACILITY. See Section 11-3.5.

FACTORED LOAD. See Section 1602.1.

FAMILY DAY CARE HOME. Family day care home means an
occupied residence in which child care is regularly provided for at
least two unrelated families which receive payment, fee, or grant for
any of the children receiving care, whether or not operated for
profit. A family day care home shall be allowed to care for one of
the following groups of children, which shall include those children
under 13 years of age who are related to the care giver: A. A maxi-
mum of four children from birth to 12 months of age. B. A maxi-
mum of three children to birth to 12 years of age and other children
for maximum total of six children. C. A maximum of six preschool
children if all are older than 12 months of age. D. A maximum of 10
children if no more than five are preschool age and, of those five, no
more than two are under 12 months of age.

FAMILY MAUSOLEUM. A mausoleum for the private use of
a family or group of family members.

FIBER CEMENT SIDING. See Section 1402.1.
FIBERBOARD. See Section 2302.1.

FIRE ALARM BOX, MANUAL. See Section 902.1.

[F] FIRE ALARM CONTROL UNIT. See Section 902.1.
[F] FIRE ALARM SIGNAL. See Section 902.1.

[F] FIRE ALARM SYSTEM. See Section 902.1.

FIRE AREA. See Section 702.1.

FIRE BARRIER. See Section 702.1.

[F] FIRE COMMAND CENTER. See Section 902.1.
FIRE DAMPER. See Section 702.1.

[F] FIRE DETECTOR, AUTOMATIC. See Section 902.1.
FIRE DOOR. See Section 702.1.

FIRE DOOR ASSEMBLY. See Section 702.1.

FIRE EXIT HARDWARE. See Section 1002.1.

[F] FIRE LANE. A road or other passageway developed to
allow the passage of fire apparatus. A fire lane is not necessar-
ily intended for vehicular traffic other than fire apparatus.
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DEFINITIONS

FIRE PARTITION. See Section 702.1.
FIRE PROTECTION RATING. See Section 702.1.
[F] FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM. See Section 902.1.
FIRE RESISTANCE. See Section 702.1.
FIRE-RESISTANCE RATING. See Section 702.1.
FIRE-RESISTANT JOINT SYSTEM. See Section 702.1.
[F] FIRE SAFETY FUNCTIONS. See Section 902.1.
FIRE SEPARATION DISTANCE. See Section 702.1.
FIRE WALL. See Section 702.1.
FIRE WINDOW ASSEMBLY. See Section 702.1.
FIREBLOCKING. See Section 702.1.
FIREPLACE. See Section 2102.1.
FIREPLACE THROAT. See Section 2102.1.
FIREWORKS. See Section 307.2.
FIREWORKS, 1.3G. See Section 307.2.
FIREWORKS, 14G. See Section 307.2.
FLAME SPREAD. See Section 802.1.
FLAME SPREAD INDEX. See Section 802.1.
[F] FLAMMABLE GAS. See Section 307.2.
[F] FLAMMABLE LIQUEFIED GAS. See Section 307.2.
[F] FLAMMABLE LIQUID. See Section 307.2.

Class IA. See Section 307.2.

Class IB. See Section 307.2.

Class IC. See Section 307.2.
[F] FLAMMABLE MATERIAL. See Section 307.2.
[F] FLAMMABLE SOLID. See Section 307.2.

[F] FLAMMABLE VAPORS OR FUMES. See Section
415.2.

[F]1 FLASH POINT. See Section 307.2.

FLEXIBLE PLAN BUILDINGS. Buildings used for day-care
homes which have movable corridor walls and movable parti-
tions of full-height construction with doors leading from rooms
to corridors.

FLEXURAL LENGTH. See Section 1808.1.

FLOATING RESIDENTIAL UNIT. Means a structure pri-
marily designed or constructed as a living unit, built on a floating
base, which is not designed primarily as a vessel, is not self-pro-
pelled although it may be towed about from place to place, and is
primarily intended to be anchored or otherwise moored in a fixed
location.

FLOOD OR FLOODING. Reserved.
FLOOD DAMAGE-RESISTANT MATERIALS. Reserved.
FLOOD HAZARD AREA. Reserved.

FLOOD HAZARD AREA SUBJECT TO HIGH VELOC-
ITY WAVE ACTION. Reserved.
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FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM). Reserved.
FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY. Reserved.
FLOODWAY. Reserved.

FLOOR AREA, GROSS. See Section 1002.1.

FLOOR AREA, NET. See Section 1002.1.

FLOOR FIRE DOOR ASSEMBLY. A combination of a fire
door, a frame, hardware and other accessories, installed in a hori-
zontal plane, which together provide a specific degree of fire
protection to a through opening in a fire rated floor.

FLY GALLERY. See Section 410.2.

[F] FOAM-EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS. See Section
902.1.

FOAM PLASTIC INSULATION. See Section 2602.1.

FOLDING AND TELESCOPIC SEATING. See Section
1002.1.

FOOD COURT. See Section 402.2.

FOSSIL FUEL. Coal, kerosene, oil, fuel gases or other petro-
leum or hydrocarbon product that emits carbon monoxide as a
by-product of combustion.

FOUNDATION PIER. See Section 2102.1.

FRAMEWORK. A skeletal or structural frame; an openwork
frame structure.

GARDEN MAUSOLEUM. A mausoleum for the public built
without heat or air conditioning but may contain an open-air
committal area.

[F] GAS CABINET. See Section 415.2.

[F] GAS ROOM. See Section 415.2.

[F] GASEOUS HYDROGEN SYSTEM. See Section 420.2.
GLASS FIBERBOARD. See Section 721.1.1.

GLUED BUILT-UP MEMBER. See Section 2302.1.

GRADE FLOOR OPENING. A window or other opening
located such that the sill height of the opening is not more than 44
inches (1118 mm) above or below the finished ground level adja-
cent to the opening.

GRADE (LUMBER). See Section 2302.1.
GRADE PLANE. See Section 502.1.
GRANDSTAND. See Section 1002.1.
GRIDIRON. See Section 410.2.

GROSS LEASABLE AREA. See Section 402.2.

GROUP DAY CARE HOME. A day care home in which at
least 7 but not more than 12 client receive care, maintenance and
supervision by other than their relative(s) or legal guardian(s) for
less than 24 hours per day with no more than 3 clients incapable of
self-preservation.

GROUTED MASONRY. See Section 2102.1.
Grouted hollow-unit masonry. See Section 2102.1.
Grouted multiwythe masonry. See Section 2102.1.

GUARD. See Section 1002.1.
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GYPSUM BOARD. See Section 2502.1.
GYPSUM PLASTER. See Section 2502.1.
GYPSUM VENEER PLASTER. See Section 2502.1.

HABITABLE SPACE. A space in a structure for living, sleep-
ing, eating or cooking. Bathrooms, toilet compartments, closets,
halls, screen enclosures, sunroom Categories I, II and III as
defined in the AAMA/NPEA/NSA 2100, storage or utility space
and similar areas are not considered habitable space.

[F] HALOGENATED EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS. See
Section 902.1.

[F] HANDLING. See Section 307.2.

HANDRALIL. See Section 1002.1.

HARDBOARD. See Section 2302.1.

[F] HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. See Section 307.2.

[F1 HAZARDOUS PRODUCTION MATERIAL (HPM).
See Section 415.2.

HEAD JOINT. See Section 2102.1.
HEADER (Bonder). See Section 2102.1.
[F] HEALTH HAZARD. See Section 307.2.

HEATING. See Chapter 28 of the Florida Building Code, ||
Building and the Florida Building Code, Mechanical.

HEIGHT, BUILDING. See Section 502.1.
HEIGHT, STORY. See Section 502.1.

HEIGHT, THRESHOLD BUILDING. The height of the
building is at the mean distance between the eaves and the ridge
of the roofing structure. If the distance from grade to the line
which is the mean distance between the eaves and the ridge of the
roofing structure is more than 50 feet, the building is to be con-
sidered a “threshold building” within the contemplation of the
Threshold Building Act.

HEIGHT, WALLS. See Section 2102.1.

HELIPORT. See Section 412.5.1.

HELISTOP. See Section 412.5.1.

[F] HIGHLY TOXIC. See Section 307.2.

HIGH VELOCITY HURRICANE ZONE. This zone con- | |

sists of Broward and Miami-Dade counties.

HISTORIC BUILDINGS. Buildings that are listed in or eligi-
ble for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, or des-
ignated as historic under an appropriate state or local law (see
Chapter 11 of the Florida Existing Building Code). |

HORIZONTAL ASSEMBLY. See Section 702.1.

[F] HPM FLAMMABLE LIQUID. See Section 415.2.
[F1 HPM ROOM. See Section 415.2.
HURRICANE-PRONE REGIONS. See Section 1609.2.
[F] HYDROGEN CUTOFF ROOM. See Section 420.2.

IMMEDIATELY DANGEROUS TO LIFE AND HEALTH
(IDLH). See Section 415.2.

IMPACT LOAD. See Section 1602.1.
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INCOMPATIBLE MATERIALS. See Section 307.2.
[F] INITIATING DEVICE. See Section 902.1.
INSPECTION CERTIFICATE. See Section 1702.1.

INSULATING CONCRETE FORM (ICF). A concrete form-
ing system using stay-in-place forms of rigid foam plastic insula-
tion, a hybrid of cement and foam insulation, a hybrid of cement
and wood chips, or other insulating material for constructing
cast-in-place concrete walls.

INTENDED TO BE OCCUPIED AS A RESIDENCE. Reserved.
INTERIOR FINISH. See Section 802.1.

INTERIOR FLOOR FINISH. See Section 802.1.
INTERIOR SURFACES. See Section 2502.1.

INTERIOR WALL AND CEILING FINISH. See Section 802.1.
INTERLAYMENT. See Section 1502.1.

JOINT. See Section 702.1.

JURISDICTION. The governmental unit that has adopted this
code under due legislative authority.

LABEL. See Section 1702.1.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT. A Florida-registered landscape
architect.

LIGHT-DIFFUSING SYSTEM. See Section 2602.1.

LIGHT-FRAME CONSTRUCTION. A type of construction
whose vertical and horizontal structural elements are primarily
formed by a system of repetitive wood or light gage steel framing
members.

LIGHT-TRANSMITTING PLASTIC ROOF PANELS. See
Section 2602.1.

LIGHT-TRANSMITTING PLASTIC WALL PANELS. See
Section 2602.1.

LIMIT STATE. See Section 1602.1.
[F] LIQUID. See Section 415.2.
[F] LIQUID STORAGE ROOM. See Section 415.2.

[F] LIQUID USE, DISPENSING AND MIXING ROOMS.
See Section 415.2.

LISTED. See Section 902.1.
LIVE LOADS. See Section 1602.1.
LIVE LOADS (ROOF). See Section 1602.1.

LOAD AND RESISTANCE FACTOR DESIGN (LRFD). See
Section 1602.1.

LOAD EFFECTS. See Section 1602.1.

LOAD FACTOR. See Section 1602.1.

LOADS. See Section 1602.1.

LOT. A portion or parcel of land considered as a unit.

LOT LINE. A line dividing one lot from another, or from a street or
any public place.

[FILOWER FLAMMABLE LIMIT (LFL). See Section415.2.
LOWEST FLOOR. Reserved.
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MATERIAL CODE VIOLATION. A material code violation is
a violation that exists within a completed building, structure or
facility which may reasonably result, or has resulted, in physical
harm to a person or significant damage to the performance of a
building or its systems.

MATERIAL VIOLATION. As defined in Florida Statutes.

MAUSOLEUM. A permanent structure or building which is
substantially exposed above the ground and is intended for the
interment, entombment, or inurnment of human remains.

MAXIMUM CONSIDERED EARTHQUAKE GROUND
MOTION. Reserved. |

MEAN DAILY TEMPERATURE. See Section 2102.1.
MEANS OF EGRESS. See Section 1002.1.
MEANS OF ESCAPE. See Section 1002. |l

MECHANICAL-ACCESS OPEN PARKING GARAGES.
See Section 406.3.2.

MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT SCREEN. See Section 1502.1.
MECHANICAL SYSTEMS. Reserved. |

MEMBRANE-COVERED CABLE STRUCTURE. See Sec-
tion 3102.2.

MEMBRANE-COVERED FRAME STRUCTURE. See
Section 3102.2.

MEMBRANE PENETRATION. See Section 702.1.

DEFINITIONS

MAIN WINDFORCE-RESISTING SYSTEM. See Section
1702.1.

MALL. See Section 402.2.

[F] MANUAL FIRE ALARM BOX. See Section 902.1.
MANUFACTURER’S DESIGNATION. See Section 1702.1.
MARK. See Section 1702.1.

MARQUEE. A permanent roofed structure attached to and sup-
ported by the building and that projects into the public
right-of-way.

MASONRY. See Section 2102.1.

Ashlar masonry. See Section 2102.1.

Coursed ashlar. See Section 2102.1.

Glass unit masonry. See Section 2102.1.

Plain masonry. See Section 2102.1.

Random ashlar. See Section 2102.1.

Reinforced masonry. See Section 2102.1.

Solid masonry. See Section 2102.1.

Unreinforced (plain) masonry. See Section 2102.1.

MASONRY UNIT. See Section 2102.1.

Clay. See Section 2102.1.
Concrete. See Section 2102.1.
Hollow. See Section 2102.1.
Solid. See Section 2102.1.
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MEMBRANE-PENETRATION FIRESTOP. See Section
702.1.

MERCHANDISE PAD. See Section 1002.1.

METAL COMPOSITE MATERIAL (MCM). See Section
1402.1.

METAL COMPOSITE MATERIAL (MCM) SYSTEM.
See Section 1402.1.

METAL ROOF PANEL. See Section 1502.1.
METAL ROOF SHINGLE. See Section 1502.1.
MEZZANINE. See Section 502.1.
MICROPILES.See Section 1808.1.

MINERAL BOARD. See Section 721.1.1.
MINERAL FIBER. See Section 702.1.
MINERAL WOOL. See Section 702.1.

MODIFIED BITUMEN ROOF COVERING. See Section
1502.1.

MORTAR. See Section 2102.1.
MORTAR, SURFACE-BONDING. See Section 2102.1.
MULTILEVEL ASSEMBLY SEATING. Reserved.

[FIMULTIPLE-STATION ALARM DEVICE. See Section
902.1.

[F] MULTIPLE-STATION SMOKE ALARM. See Section
902.1.

MULTISTORY UNITS. Reserved.
NAILING, BOUNDARY. See Section 2302.1.
NAILING, EDGE. See Section 2302.1.
NAILING, FIELD. See Section 2302.1.
NATURALLY DURABLE WOOD. See Section 2302.1.
Decay resistant. See Section 2302.1.
Termite resistant. See Section 2302.1.

NICHE. A permanent chamber in a columbarium or mauso-
leum to hold the cremated remains of one or more individuals.

NOMINAL LOADS. See Section 1602.1.
NOMINAL SIZE (LUMBER). See Section 2302.1.

NONCOMBUSTIBLE MEMBRANE STRUCTURE. See
Section 3102.2.

NONVISITATION CRYPT MAUSOLEUM. A mausoleum
for the public where the crypts are not accessible to the public.

[F] NORMAL TEMPERATURE AND PRESSURE
(NTP). See Section 415.2.

NOSING. See Section 1002.1.

[F] NUISANCE ALARM. See Section 902.1.
OCCUPANCY CATEGORY. See Section 1602.1.
OCCUPANT LOAD. See Section 1002.1.

OCCUPIABLE SPACE. A room or enclosed space designed for
human occupancy in which individuals congregate for amuse-
ment, educational or similar purposes or in which occupants are
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engaged at labor, and which is equipped with means of egress
and light and ventilation facilities meeting the requirements of
this code.

OPEN PARKING GARAGE. See Section 406.3.2.

OPEN PLAN BUILDINGS. Buildings used for day-care
homes which have rooms and corridors delineated by tables,
chairs, desks, bookcases, counters, low-height [maximum 5-ft
(1.5-m)] partitions, or similar furnishings.

[F] OPEN SYSTEM. See Section 307.2.

OPENINGS. Apertures or holes in a building envelope and
which are designed as “open” during design winds as defined
by these provisions.

OPERATING BUILDING. See Section 307.2.
ORDINARY PRECAST STRUCTURAL WALL. Reserved. |*|

ORDINARY REINFORCED CONCRETE STRUCTURAL
WALL. Reserved.

ORDINARY STRUCTURAL PLAIN CONCRETE WALL. Ll
Reserved.

[F] ORGANIC PEROXIDE. See Section 307.2.

Class I. See Section 307.2.

Class II. See Section 307.2.

Class III. See Section 307.2.

Class IV. See Section 307.2.

Class V. See Section 307.2.

Unclassified detonable. See Section 307.2.
ORTHOGONAL. Reserved. [
OTHER STRUCTURES. See Section 1602.1.

OWNER. Any person, agent, firm or corporation having a
legal or equitable interest in the property.

[F] OXIDIZER. See Section 307.2.

Class 4. See Section 307.2.

Class 3. See Section 307.2.

Class 2. See Section 307.2.

Class 1. See Section 307.2.
[F] OXIDIZING GAS. See Section 307.2.
PANEL (PART OF A STRUCTURE). See Section 1602.1.
PANIC HARDWARE. See Section 1002.1.
PARTICLEBOARD. See Section 2302.1.
PENETRATION FIRESTOP. See Section 702.1.
PENTHOUSE. See Section 1502.1.

PERMIT. An official document or certificate issued by the
authority having jurisdiction which authorizes performance of
a specified activity.

PERSON. An individual, heirs, executors, administrators or
assigns, and also includes a firm, partnership or corporation, its
or their successors or assigns, or the agent of any of the aforesaid.

PERSONAL CARE SERVICE. See Section 310.2.
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[F] PHYSICAL HAZARD. See Section 307.2.

[F] PHYSIOLOGICAL WARNING THRESHOLD
LEVEL. See Section 415.2.

PIER FOUNDATIONS. See Section 1808.1.
Belled piers. See Section 1808.1.

PILE FOUNDATIONS. See Section 1808.1.
Auger uncased piles. See Section 1808.1.
Caisson piles. See Section 1808.1.
Concrete-filled steel pipe and tube piles. See Section 1808.1.
Driven uncased piles. See Section 1808.1.
Enlarged base piles. See Section 1808.1.
Steel-cased piles. See Section 1808.1.
Timber piles. See Section 1808.1.

PINRAIL. See Section 410.2.

PLANS. All construction drawings and specifications for any
structure necessary for the building official to review in order to
determine whether a proposed structure, addition or renovation
will meet the requirements of this code and other applicable codes.

PLASTIC, APPROVED. See Section 2602.1.

PLASTIC GLAZING. See Section 2602.1.

PLASTIC HINGE. See Section 2102.1.

PLATFORM. See Section 410.2.

POSITIVE ROOF DRAINAGE. See Section 1502.1.
PREFABRICATED WOOD I-JOIST. See Section 2302.1.
PRESERVATIVE-TREATED WOOD. See Section 2302.1.
PRESTRESSED MASONRY. See Section 2102.1.
PRIMARY FUNCTION. See Section 3402.1.

PRISM. See Section 2102.1.

PROSCENIUM WALL. See Section 410.2.

PUBLIC ENTRANCE. Reserved.

PUBLIC-USE AREAS. Reserved.

PUBLIC WAY. See Section 1002.1.

[F] PYROPHORIC. See Section 307.2.

[F1 PYROTECHNIC COMPOSITION. See Section 307.2.
RAMP. See Section 1002.1.

RAMP-ACCESS OPEN PARKING GARAGES. See Sec-
tion 406.3.2.

[F] RECORD DRAWINGS. See Section 902.1.
REFERENCE RESISTANCE (D). See Section 2302.1.

REGISTERED DESIGN PROFESSIONAL. An individual
who is registered or licensed to practice their respective design
profession as defined by the statutory requirements of the pro-
fessional registration laws of the state or jurisdiction in which the
project is to be constructed.
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REGISTERED TERMITICIDE. Product listed as registered
for use as a preventative treatment for termites for new construc-
tion by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services under authority of Chapter 487, Florida Statutes.

REINFORCED PLASTIC, GLASS FIBER. See Section
2602.1.

RELIGIOUS WORSHIP, PLACE OF. A building or portion
thereof intended for the performance of religious services.

REPAIR. The reconstruction or renewal of any part of an exist-
ing building for the purpose of its maintenance.

REQUIRED STRENGTH. See Sections 1602.1 and 2102.1.
REROOFING. See Section 1502.1.
RESIDENTIAL AIRCRAFT HANGAR. See Section412.3.1.

RESIDENTIAL CARE/ASSISTED LIVING FACILI-
TIES. See Section 310.2.

RESIDENT SLEEPING UNIT. A single unit providing sleep-
ing facilities for one or more persons. Resident sleeping units
can also include permanent provisions for living, eating and san-
itation, but do not include kitchen facilities.

RESISTANCE FACTOR. See Section 1602.1.
RESTRICTED ENTRANCE. Reserved.

RETAINING WALL, SEGMENTAL. A retaining wall
formed of modular block units stacked dry without mortar.

RETRACTABLE AWNING. Reserved.
ROOF ASSEMBLY. See Section 1502.1.
ROOF COVERING. See Section 1502.1.
ROOF COVERING SYSTEM. See Section 1502.1.
ROOF DECK. See Section 1502.1.
ROOF RECOVER. See Section 1502.1.
ROOF REPAIR. See Section 1502.1.
ROOF REPLACEMENT. See Section 1502.1.
ROOF VENTILATION. See Section 1502.1.
ROOFTOP STRUCTURE. See Section 1502.1.
RUBBLE MASONRY. See Section 2102.1.
Coursed rubble. See Section 2102.1.
Random rubble. See Section 2102.1.
Rough or ordinary rubble. See Section 2102.1.
RUNNING BOND. See Section 2102.1.
SCISSOR STAIR. See Section 1002.1.

SCREEN ENCLOSURE. A building or part thereof, in whole or
in part self-supporting, and having walls of insect screening with or
without removable vinyl or acrylic wind break panels and a roof of
insect screening, plastic, aluminum or similar lightweight material.

SCUPPER. See Section 1502.1.
SEISMIC DESIGN CATEGORY. Reserved.
SEISMIC-FORCE-RESISTING SYSTEM. Reserved.
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SELF-CLOSING. See Section 702.1.

SELF-PRESERVATION. A client who is capable of self-pres-
ervation is one who can evacuate the building without direct
intervention by a staff member.

SELF-SERVICE STORAGE FACILITY. Reserved.

SEPARATE ATMOSPHERE. The atmosphere that exists
between rooms, spaces, or areas that are separated by an
approved smoke barrier.

[F] SERVICE CORRIDOR. See Section 415.2.
SERVICE ENTRANCE. Reserved.

SHAFT. See Section 702.1.

SHAFT ENCLOSURE. See Section 702.1.

SHEAR WALL. A wall designed to resist lateral forces paral-
lel to the plane of the wall.

SHELL. See Section 2102.1.

SINGLE-PLY MEMBRANE. See Section 1502.1.
[F]SINGLE-STATION SMOKE ALARM. See Section 902.1.
SITE. Reserved.

SITE CLASS. Reserved.

SITE COEFFICIENTS. Reserved.

SKYLIGHT, UNIT. A factory-assembled, glazed fenestration
unit, containing one panel of glazing material that allows for nat-
ural lighting through an opening in the roof assembly while pre-
serving the weather-resistant barrier of the roof.

SKYLIGHTS AND SLOPED GLAZING. Glass or other
transparent or translucent glazing material installed at a slope of
15 degrees (0.26 rad) or more from vertical. Glazing material in
skylights, including unit skylights, solariums, sunrooms, roofs
and sloped walls, are included in this definition.

SLEEPING UNIT. A room or space in which people sleep,
which can also include permanent provisions for living, eating,
and either sanitation or kitchen facilities but not both. Such
rooms and spaces that are also part of a dwelling unit are not
sleeping units.

[F]1 SMOKE ALARM. See Section 902.1.

SMOKE BARRIER. See Section 702.1.

SMOKE COMPARTMENT. See Section 702.1.
SMOKE DAMPER. See Section 702.1.

[F] SMOKE DETECTOR. See Section 902.1.
SMOKE-DEVELOPED INDEX. See Section 802.1.

SMOKE-PROTECTED ASSEMBLY SEATING. See Sec-
tion 1002.1.

SMOKEPROOF ENCLOSURE. See Section 902.1.

[F] SOLID. See Section 415.2.

SPECIAL AMUSEMENT BUILDING. See Section 411.2.
SPECIAL INSPECTION. Reserved.

Special inspection, continuous. Reserved.

2.10

Special inspection, periodic. Reserved. | |
SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA. Reserved.
SPECIFIED. See Section 2102.1.

SPECIFIED COMPRESSIVE
MASONRY (f’,,). See Section 2102.1.

SPIRAL STAIRS. A stairway with steps that have a central | |
connecting point, and the travel path is a corkscrew or spiral.

SPLICE. See Section 702.1.

SPRAYED FIRE-RESISTANT MATERIALS. See Section
1702.1.

STACK BOND. See Section 2102.1.

STAGE. See Section 410.2.

STAIR. See Section 1002.1.

STAIRWAY. See Section 1002.1.

STAIRWAY, EXTERIOR. See Section 1002.1.

STAIRWAY, INTERIOR. See Section 1002.1.

STAIRWAY, SPIRAL. See Section 1002.1.

[F]STANDPIPE SYSTEM, CLASSES OF. See Section 902.1.
Class I system. See Section 902.1.

STRENGTH OF

Class II system. See Section 902.1.
Class III system. See Section 902.1.
[F] STANDPIPE, TYPES OF. See Section 902.1.
Automatic dry. See Section 902.1.
Automatic wet. See Section 902.1.
Manual dry. See Section 902.1.
Manual wet. See Section 902.1.
Semiautomatic dry. See Section 902.1.
START OF CONSTRUCTION. Reserved. |

STEEL CONSTRUCTION, COLD-FORMED. See Section
2202.1.

STEEL JOIST. See Section 2202.1.
STEEL MEMBER, STRUCTURAL. See Section 2202.1.

STEEP SLOPE. A roof slope greater than two units vertical in
12 units horizontal (17-percent slope).

STONE MASONRY. See Section 2102.1.
Ashlar stone masonry. See Section 2102.1.
Rubble stone masonry. See Section 2102.1.

[F] STORAGE, HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. See Section
415.2.

STORY. That portion of a building included between the upper
surface of a floor and the upper surface of the floor or roof next
above (also see “Mezzanine” and Section 502.1). It is measured
as the vertical distance from top to top of two successive tiers of
beams or finished floor surfaces and, for the topmost story, from
the top of the floor finish to the top of the ceiling joists or, where
there is not a ceiling, to the top of the roof rafters.
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STORY ABOVE GRADE PLANE. Any story having its fin-
ished floor surface entirely above grade plane, except that a
basement shall be considered as a story above grade plane
where the finished surface of the floor above the basement is:

1. More than 6 feet (1829 mm) above grade plane; or

2. More than 12 feet (3658 mm) above the finished ground
level at any point.

STREET. Any public thoroughfare, street, avenue, boulevard
or space more than 20 feet (6096 mm) wide which has been
dedicated or deeded for vehicular use by the public and which
can be used for access by fire department vehicles.

STRENGTH. See Section 2102.1.
Design strength. See Section 2102.1.
Nominal strength. See Sections 1602.1 and 2102.1.
Required strength. See Sections 1602.1 and 2102.1.
STRENGTH DESIGN. See Section 1602.1.

STRUCTURAL COMPOSITE LUMBER. See Section
2302.1.

Laminated veneer lumber (LVL). See Section 2302.1.
Parallel strand lumber (PSL). See Section 2302.1.

STRUCTURAL GLUED-LAMINATED TIMBER. See
Section 2302.1.

STRUCTURAL OBSERVATION. Reserved.
STRUCTURE. That which is built or constructed.
SUBDIAPHRAGM. See Section 2302.1.
SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE. Reserved.
SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT. See Section 3109.1.
SUNROOM. See Section 1202.1.

SUNROOM ADDITION. Reserved.

[F] SUPERVISING STATION. See Section 902.1.

[F] SUPERVISORY SERVICE. See Section 902.1.

[F] SUPERVISORY SIGNAL. See Section 902.1.

[F]SUPERVISORY SIGNAL-INITIATING DEVICE. See
Section 902.1.

SWIMMING POOLS. See Section 424.2.1.
T RATING. See Section 702.1.
TECHNICALLY INFEASIBLE. Reserved.

TENANT. Any person, agent, firm, corporation or division
who uses or occupies land, a building or portion of a building
by title, under a lease, by payment of rent or who exercises lim-
ited control over the space.

TENT. Any structure, enclosure or shelter which is con-
structed of canvas or pliable material supported in any manner
except by air or the contents it protects.

THERMAL ISOLATION. See Section 1202.1.
THERMOPLASTIC MATERIAL. See Section 2602.1.
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THERMOSETTING MATERIAL. See Section 2602.1.
THIN-BED MORTAR. See Section 2102.1.

THRESHOLD BUILDING. In accordance with Florida
Statute, any building which is greater than three stories or 50
feet in height, or which has an assembly occupancy classifica-
tion that exceeds 5,000 square feet in area and an occupant con-
tent of greater than 500 persons.

THROUGH PENETRATION. See Section 702.1.

THROUGH-PENETRATION FIRESTOP SYSTEM. See
Section 702.1.

TIE-DOWN (HOLD-DOWN). See Section 2302.1.
TIE, LATERAL. See Section 2102.1.

TIE, WALL. See Section 2102.1.

TILE. See Section 2102.1.

TILE, STRUCTURAL CLAY. See Section 2102.1.
[F] TIRES, BULK STORAGE OF. See Section 902.1.

TOWNHOUSE. A single-family dwelling unit constructed in

a group of three or more attached units with property lines sep- H
arating each unit in which each unit extends from the founda-
tion to roof and with open space on at least two sides.

[F] TOXIC. See Section 307.2.

TRANSIENT. See Section 310.2.

TREATED WOOD. See Section 2302.1.

TRIM. See Section 802.1.

[F] TROUBLE SIGNAL. See Section 902.1.

TYPE A UNIT. Reserved.

TYPE B UNIT. Reserved. | |
UNDERLAYMENT. See Section 1502.1.

[F] UNSTABLE (REACTIVE) MATERIAL. See Section
307.2.

Class 4. See Section 307.2.
Class 3. See Section 307.2.
Class 2. See Section 307.2.
Class 1. See Section 307.2.
[F] USE (MATERIAL). See Section 415.2.

VALUE. The estimated current replacement cost of the build-
ing in kind. | |
VAPOR-PERMEABLE MEMBRANE. A material or cover-
ing having a permeance rating of 5 perms (52.9 x10™" kg/Pa - s -

m’) or greater, when tested in accordance with the dessicant method
using Procedure A of ASTM E 96. A vapor-permeable material
permits the passage of moisture vapor.

VAPOR RETARDER. A vapor-resistant material, membrane
or covering such as foil, plastic sheeting or insulation facing
having a permeance rating of 1 perm (5.7 x 10" kg/Pa - s - m?)
or less, when tested in accordance with the dessicant method
using Procedure A of ASTM E 96. Vapor retarders limit the
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amount of moisture vapor that passes through a material or wall
assembly.

VEHICLE BARRIER SYSTEM. See Section 1602.1.
VENEER. See Section 1402.1.

VENTILATION. The natural or mechanical process of sup-
plying conditioned or unconditioned air to, or removing such
air from, any space.

VINYL SIDING. See Section 1402.1.

[F] VISIBLE ALARM NOTIFICATION APPLIANCE.
See Section 902.1.

WALKWAY, COVERED. A roofed, unobstructed walkway
connecting buildings and used as a means of travel by persons
and where less than 50 percent of the perimeter is enclosed and
the maximum width perpendicular to the direction of travel is
less than 30 feet (9144 mm).

WALKWAY, ENCLOSED. A roofed, unobstructed walkway
connecting buildings and used as a means of travel by persons
and where 50 percent or more of the perimeter is enclosed and
the maximum width perpendicular to the direction of travel is
less than 30 feet (9144 mm).

WALKWAY, PEDESTRIAN. A walkway used exclusively as
a pedestrian trafficway.

WALL. See Section 2102.1.
Cavity wall. See Section 2102.1.
Composite wall. See Section 2102.1.
Dry-stacked, surface-bonded wall. See Section 2102.1.
Masonry-bonded hollow wall. See Section 2102.1.
Parapet wall. See Section 2102.1.

WALL, LOAD-BEARING. Any wall meeting either of the
following classifications:

1. Any metal or wood stud wall that supports more than 100
pounds per linear foot (1459 N/m) of vertical load in
addition to its own weight.

2. Any masonry or concrete wall that supports more than
200 pounds per linear foot (2919 N/m) of vertical load in
addition to its own weight.

WALL, NONLOAD-BEARING. Any wall that is not a
load-bearing wall.

WALL PIER. See Section 1908.1.3.
[F] WATER-REACTIVE MATERIAL. See Section 307.2.
Class 3. See Section 307.2.
Class 2. See Section 307.2.
Class 1. See Section 307.2.
WATER-RESISTIVE BARRIER. See Section 1402.
WEATHER-EXPOSED SURFACES. See Section 2502.1.
WEB. See Section 2102.1.

[F] WET-CHEMICAL EXTINGUISHING SYSTEM. See
Section 902.1.

WHEELCHAIR SPACE. Reserved.

2.12

WIND-BORNE DEBRIS IMPACT RESISTANT PROD-
UCTS. Those products meeting TAS 201, TAS 202 and TAS
203, ASTM E 1886 or ASTM E 1996 or AAMA 506, SSTD 12,
or ANSI/DASMA 115.

WIND-BORNE DEBRIS REGION. See Section 1609.2.
WINDER. See Section 1002.1.
WIRE BACKING. See Section 2502.1.

[F1 WIRELESS PROTECTION SYSTEM. See Section
902.1.

WOOD SHEAR PANEL. See Section 2302.1.

WOOD STRUCTURAL PANEL. See Section 2302.1.
Composite panels. See Section 2302.1.
Oriented strand board (OSB). See Section 2302.1.
Plywood. See Section 2302.1.

[F] WORKSTATION. See Section 415.2.

WYTHE. See Section 2102.1.

YARD. An open space, other than a court, unobstructed from
the ground to the sky, except where specifically provided by
this code, on the lot on which a building is situated.

[F] ZONE. See Section 902.1.
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CHAPTER 3
USE AND OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION

SECTION 301
GENERAL

301.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter shall control the
classification of all buildings and structures as to use and
occupancy.

SECTION 302
CLASSIFICATION

302.1 General. Structures or portions of structures shall be
classified with respect to occupancy in one or more of the
groups listed below. A room or space that is intended to be
occupied at different times for different purposes shall comply
with all of the requirements that are applicable to each of the
purposes for which the room or space will be occupied. Struc-
tures with multiple occupancies or uses shall comply with Sec-
tion 508. Where a structure is proposed for a purpose that is not
specifically provided for in this code, such structure shall be
classified in the group that the occupancy most nearly resem-
bles, according to the fire safety and relative hazard involved.

1. Assembly (see Section 303): Groups A-1, A-2, A-3,
A-4 and A-5

2. Business (see Section 304): Group B
3. Educational (see Section 305): Group E

4. Factory and Industrial (see Section 306): Groups F-1,
F-2 and F-3.

5. High Hazard (see Section 307): Groups H-1, H-2, H-3,
H-4 and H-5

6. Institutional (see Section 308): Groups I-1,1-2 and I-3
7. Mercantile (see Section 309): Group M

8. Residential (see Section 310): Groups R-1, R-2, R-3 as
applicable in Section 101.2, and R-4

9. Storage (see Section 311): Groups S-1 and S-2
10. Utility and Miscellaneous (see Section 312): Group U
11. Day care (see Section 313): Group D

SECTION 303
ASSEMBLY GROUP A

303.1 Assembly Group A. Assembly Group A occupancy
includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a
portion thereof, for the gathering of persons for purposes such
as civic, social or religious functions; recreation, food or drink
consumption; or awaiting transportation.

Exceptions:

1. A building or tenant space used for assembly pur-
poses with an occupant load of less than 50 persons
shall be classified as a Group B occupancy.
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2. A room or space used for assembly purposes with an
occupant load of less than 50 persons and accessory to
another occupancy shall be classified as a Group B
occupancy or as part of that occupancy.

3. A room or space used for assembly purposes that is
less than 750 square feet (70 m?) in area and is acces-
sory to another occupancy shall be classified as a
Group B occupancy or as part of that occupancy.

Assembly occupancies shall include the following:

A-1 Assembly uses, usually with fixed seating, intended for
the production and viewing of the performing arts or
motion pictures including, but not limited to:

Motion picture theaters

Symphony and concert halls

Television and radio studios admitting an audience
Theaters

A-2 Assembly uses intended for food and/or drink con-
sumption including, but not limited to:

Banquet halls
Night clubs
Restaurants
Taverns and bars

A-3 Assembly uses intended for worship, recreation or
amusement and other assembly uses not classified else-
where in Group A including, but not limited to:

Amusement arcades

Art galleries

Bowling alleys

Places of religious worship

Community halls

Courtrooms

Dance halls (not including food or drink consump-
tion)

Exhibition halls

Funeral parlors

Gymnasiums (without spectator seating)

Indoor swimming pools (without spectator seating)
Indoor tennis courts (without spectator seating)
Lecture halls

Libraries

Museums

Waiting areas in transportation terminals

Pool and billiard parlors

A-4 Assembly uses intended for viewing of indoor sporting
events and activities with spectator seating including,
but not limited to:

Arenas

Skating rinks
Swimming pools
Tennis courts

3.1R



USE AND OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION

A-5 Assembly uses intended for participation in or viewing
outdoor activities including, but not limited to:

Amusement park structures
Bleachers

Grandstands

Stadiums

303.1.1 Restaurants and drinking establishments with an
occupant load of less than 50 persons shall be classified as
Group M, mercantile.

SECTION 304
BUSINESS GROUP B

304.1 Business Group B. Business Group B occupancy
includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a
portion thereof, for office, professional or service-type transac-
tions, including storage of records and accounts. Business
occupancies shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

Airport traffic control towers

Animal hospitals, kennels and pounds

Banks

Barber and beauty shops

Car wash

Civic administration

Clinic—outpatient

Dry cleaning and laundries: pick-up and delivery stations
and self-service

Educational occupancies for students above the 12th grade

Electronic data processing

Laboratories: testing and research

Motor vehicle showrooms

Post offices

Print shops

Professional services (architects, attorneys, dentists,

sicians, engineers, etc.)

Radio and television stations

Telephone exchanges

Training and skill development not within a school or
academic program

phy-

304.2 Sections 423(1) and 423(2) are applicable to community
colleges.

SECTION 305
EDUCATIONAL GROUP E

305.1 Educational Group E. Educational Group E occupancy
includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a
portion thereof, by six or more persons at any one time for edu-
cational purposes through the 12th grade. Religious educa-
tional rooms and religious auditoriums, which are accessory to
places of religious worship in accordance with Section 508.3.1
and have occupant loads of less than 100, shall be classified as
A-3 occupancies.

305.2 Public education occupancies shall comply with Section
423.
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SECTION 306
FACTORY GROUP F

306.1 Factory Industrial Group F. Factory Industrial Group
F occupancy includes, among others, the use of a building or
structure, or a portion thereof, for assembling, disassembling,
fabricating, finishing, manufacturing, packaging, repair or pro-
cessing operations that are not classified as a Group H hazard-
ous or Group S storage occupancy.

306.2 Factory Industrial F-1 Moderate-hazard Occupancy.
Factory industrial uses which are not classified as Factory
Industrial F-2 Low Hazard shall be classified as F-1 Moderate
Hazard and shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

Aircraft

Appliances

Athletic equipment

Automobiles and other motor vehicles
Bakeries

Beverages; over 12-percent alcohol content
Bicycles

Boats

Brooms or brushes

Business machines

Cameras and photo equipment
Canvas or similar fabric

Carpets and rugs (includes cleaning)
Clothing

Construction and agricultural machinery
Disinfectants

Dry cleaning and dyeing

Electric generation plants
Electronics

Engines (including rebuilding)

Food processing

Furniture

Hemp products

Jute products

Laundries

Leather products

Machinery

Metals

Millwork (sash & door)

Motion pictures and television filming (without spectators)
Musical instruments

Optical goods

Paper mills or products
Photographic film

Plastic products

Printing or publishing

Recreational vehicles

Refuse incineration

Shoes

Soaps and detergents

Textiles

Tobacco

Trailers

Upholstering

Wood; distillation

Woodworking (cabinet)
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306.3 Factory Industrial F-2 Low-hazard Occupancy. Fac-
tory industrial uses that involve the fabrication or manufactur-
ing of noncombustible materials which during finishing,
packing or processing do not involve a significant fire
hazardshall be classified as F-2 occupancies and shall include,
but not be limited to, the following:

Beverages; up to and including 12-percent alcohol content
Brick and masonry

Ceramic products

Foundries

Glass products

Gypsum

Ice

Metal products (fabrication and assembly)

306.4 Special purpose F-3.Factory-industrial occupancy
includes industrial operations in buildings designed for and
suitable only for particular types of operations, characterized
by arelatively low density of employee population, with much
of the area occupied by machinery or equipment. Group F-3
special purpose factory-industrial occupancy shall include,
among others, the occupancies listed in this section: steel mills,
paper plants and generating plants.

SECTION 307
HIGH-HAZARD GROUP H

[F]1307.1 High-hazard Group H. High-hazard Group H occu-
pancy includes, among others, the use of a building or struc-
ture, or a portion thereof, that involves the manufacturing,
processing, generation or storage of materials that constitute a
physical or health hazard in quantities in excess of those
allowed in control areas constructed and located as required in
Section 414. Hazardous uses are classified in Groups H-1, H-2,
H-3, H-4 and H-5 and shall be in accordance with this section,
the requirements of Section 415 and the Florida Fire Preven-
tion Code.

Exceptions: The following shall not be classified in Group
H, but shall be classified in the occupancy that they most
nearly resemble:

1. Buildings and structures that contain not more than
the maximum allowable quantities per control area
of hazardous materials as shown in Tables 307.1(1)
and 307.1(2), provided that such buildings are main-
tained in accordance with the Florida Fire Preven-
tion Code.

2. Buildings utilizing control areas in accordance with
Section 414.2 that contain not more than the maxi-
mum allowable quantities per control area of haz-
ardous materials as shown in Tables 307.1(1) and
307.1(2).

3. Buildings and structures occupied for the applica-
tion of flammable finishes, provided that such build-
ings or areas conform to the requirements of Section
416 and the Florida Fire Prevention Code.

4. Wholesale and retail sales and storage of flammable
and combustible liquids in mercantile occupancies
conforming to the Florida Fire Prevention Code.
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5. Closed piping system containing flammable or
combustible liquids or gases utilized for the opera-
tion of machinery or equipment.

6. Cleaning establishments that utilize combustible
liquid solvents having a flash point of 140°F (60°C)
or higher in closed systems employing equipment
listed by an approved testing agency, provided that
this occupancy is separated from all other areas of
the building by 1-hour fire barriers or 1-hour hori-
zontal assemblies or both.

7. Cleaning establishments that utilize a liquid solvent
having a flash point at or above 200°F (93°C).

8. Liquor stores and distributors without bulk storage.
9. Refrigeration systems.

10. The storage or utilization of materials for agricul-
tural purposes on the premises.

11. Stationary batteries utilized for facility emergency
power, uninterrupted power supply or telecommu-
nication facilities, provided that the batteries are
provided with safety venting caps and ventilation is
provided in accordance with the Florida Building
Code, Mechanical.

12. Corrosives shall not include personal or household
products in their original packaging used in retail
display or commonly used building materials.

13 Buildings and structures occupied for aerosol stor-
age shall be classified as Group S-1, provided that
such buildings conform to the requirements of the
Florida Fire Prevention Code.

14. Display and storage of nonflammable solid and non-
flammable or noncombustible liquid hazardous
materials in quantities not exceeding the maximum
allowable quantity per control area in Group M or S
occupancies complying with Section 414.2.5.

15. The storage of black powder, smokeless propellant
and small arms primers in Groups M and R-3 and
special industrial explosive devices in Groups B, F,
M and S, provided such storage conforms to the
quantity limits and requirements prescribed in the
Florida Fire Prevention Code.

16. Mercantile occupancies offering for retail sale spar-
klers, novelties and trick noisemakers as defined at
Section 791.01, Florida Statutes, and that are not
defined as fireworks by Chapter 791, Florida Stat-
utes. Storage of sparklers and other novelties or trick
noisemakers as defined in Chapter 791, Florida
Statutes, within mercantile occupancies shall be in
accordance with Section 791.055, Florida Statutes.

307.1.1 Hazardous materials. Hazardous materials in any
quantity shall conform to the requirements of this code,
including Section 414, and the Florida Fire Prevention
Code.

[F] 307.2 Definitions. The following words and terms shall,
for the purposes of this section and as used elsewhere in this
code, have the meanings shown herein.
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USE AND OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION

[F] TABLE 307.1(2)
MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE QUANTITY PER CONTROL AREA OF HAZARDOUS MATERIAL POSING A HEALTH HAZARD* " ©i
STORAGE* USE-CLOSED SYSTEMS® USE-OPEN SYSTEMS®
Liquid gallons | Gas (cubic feet Liquid gallons | Gas (cubic feet Liquid gallons
MATERIAL | Solid pounds®’| (pounds)>f at NTP)® Solid pounds® (pounds)® at NTP)® Solid pounds® (pounds)®

Corrosive 5,000 500 810"¢ 5,000 500 810" 1,000 100

Highly toxic 10 10)' 20" 10 (10)’ 20" 3 3)
Toxic 500 (500)' 810" 500 (500)' 810" 125 (125)'

For SI: 1 cubic foot = 0.028 m?, 1 pound = 0.454 kg, 1 gallon = 3.785 L.

a. For use of control areas, see Section 414.2.

b. Inretail and wholesale sales occupancies, the quantities of medicines, foodstuffs, consumer or industrial products, and cosmetics, containing not more than 50 per-
cent by volume of water-miscible liquids and with the remainder of the solutions not being flammable, shall not be limited, provided that such materials are pack-
aged in individual containers not exceeding 1.3 gallons.

c. For storage and display quantities in Group M and storage quantities in Group S occupancies complying with Section 414.2.5, see Tables 414.2.5(1) and
414.2.5(2).

d. The aggregate quantity in use and storage shall not exceed the quantity listed for storage.

e. Quantities shall be increased 100 percent in buildings equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1.
Where Note f also applies, the increase for both notes shall be applied accumulatively.

f. Quantities shall be increased 100 percent when stored in approved storage cabinets, gas cabinets or exhausted enclosures as specified in the Florida Fire Preven-
tion Code. Where Note e also applies, the increase for both notes shall be applied accumulatively.

g. Assingle cylinder containing 150 pounds or less of anhydrous ammonia in a single control area in a nonsprinklered building shall be considered a maximum allow-
able quantity. Two cylinders, each containing 150 pounds or less in a single control area, shall be considered a maximum allowable quantity provided the building

is equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1.
h. Allowed only when stored in approved exhausted gas cabinets or exhausted enclosures as specified in the Florida Fire Prevention Code.
i. Quantities in parenthesis indicate quantity units in parenthesis at the head of each column.

AEROSOL. A product that is dispensed from an aerosol con-
tainer by a propellant.

Aerosol products shall be classified by means of the calcula-
tion of their chemical heats of combustion and shall be desig-
nated Level 1, 2 or 3.

Level 1 aerosol products. Those with a total chemical heat
of combustion that is less than or equal to 8,600 British ther-
mal units per pound (Btu/Ib) (20 kJ/g).

Level 2 aerosol products. Those with a total chemical heat
of combustion that is greater than 8,600 Btu/lb (20 kJ/g), but
less than or equal to 13,000 Btu/Ib (30 kJ/g).

Level 3 aerosol products. Those with a total chemical heat
combustion that is greater than 13,000 Btu/Ib (30 kJ/g).

AEROSOL CONTAINER. A metal can or a glass or plastic
bottle designed to dispense an aerosol. Metal cans shall be lim-
ited to a maximum size of 33.8 fluid ounces (1,000 ml). Glass
or plastic bottles shall be limited to a maximum size of 4 fluid
ounces (118 ml).

BALED COTTON. A natural seed fiber wrapped in and
secured with industry accepted materials, usually consisting of
burlap, woven polypropylene, polyethylene or cotton or sheet
polyethylene, and secured with steel, synthetic or wire bands or
wire; also includes linters (lint removed from the cottonseed)
and motes (residual materials from the ginning process).

BALED COTTON, DENSELY PACKED. Cotton made into
banded bales with a packing density of at least 22 pounds per
cubic foot (360 kg/m’), and dimensions complying with the
following: a length of 55 inches (1397 + 20 mm), a width of 21
inches (533.4 £ 20 mm) and a height of 27.6 to 35.4 inches (701
to 899 mm).

BARRICADE. A structure that consists of a combination of
walls, floor and roof, which is designed to withstand the rapid

3.6R

For gallons of liquids, divide the amount in pounds by 10 in accordance with the Florida Fire Prevention Code.

release of energy in an explosion and which is fully confined,
partially vented or fully vented; or other effective method of
shielding from explosive materials by a natural or artificial bar-
rier.

Artificial barricade. An artificial mound or revetment a
minimum thickness of 3 feet (914 mm).

Natural barricade. Natural features of the ground, such as
hills, or timber of sufficient density that the surrounding
exposures that require protection cannot be seen from the
magazine or building containing explosives when the trees
are bare of leaves.

BOILING POINT. The temperature at which the vapor pres-
sure of a liquid equals the atmospheric pressure of 14.7 pounds
per square inch (psi) (101 kPa) gage or 760 mm of mercury.
Where an accurate boiling point is unavailable for the material in
question, or for mixtures which do not have a constant boiling
point, for the purposes of this classification, the 20-percent evap-
orated point of a distillation performed in accordance with
ASTM D 86 shall be used as the boiling point of the liquid.

CLOSED SYSTEM. The use of a solid or liquid hazardous
material involving a closed vessel or system that remains closed
during normal operations where vapors emitted by the product
are not liberated outside of the vessel or system and the product
is not exposed to the atmosphere during normal operations; and
all uses of compressed gases. Examples of closed systems for
solids and liquids include product conveyed through a piping
system into a closed vessel, system or piece of equipment.

COMBUSTIBLE DUST. Finely divided solid material that is
420 microns or less in diameter and which, when dispersed in air
in the proper proportions, could be ignited by a flame, spark or
other source of ignition. Combustible dust will pass through a
U.S. No. 40 standard sieve.
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COMBUSTIBLE FIBERS. Readily ignitable and free-burning
materials in a fibrous or shredded form, such as cocoa fiber, cloth,
cotton, excelsior, hay, hemp, henequen, istle, jute, kapok, oakum,
rags, sisal, Spanish moss, straw, tow, wastepaper, certain synthetic
fibers or other like materials. This definition does not include
densely packed baled cotton.

COMBUSTIBLE LIQUID. A liquid having a closed cup flash
point at or above 100°F (38°C). Combustible liquids shall be
subdivided as follows:

Class II. Liquids having a closed cup flash point at or above
100°F (38°C) and below 140°F (60°C).

Class IIIA. Liquids having a closed cup flash point at or
above 140°F (60°C) and below 200°F (93°C).

Class ITIB. Liquids having a closed cup flash point at or
above 200°F (93°C).

The category of combustible liquids does not include com-
pressed gases or cryogenic fluids.

COMPRESSED GAS. A material, or mixture of materials
which:

1. Is a gas at 68°F (20°C) or less at 14.7 pounds per square
inch atmosphere (psia) (101 kPa) of pressure; and

2. Hasaboiling point of 68°F (20°C) or less at 14.7 psia (101
kPa) which is either liquefied, nonliquefied or in solution,
except those gases which have no other health- or physi-
cal-hazard properties are not considered to be compressed
until the pressure in the packaging exceeds 41 psia (282
kPa) at 68°F (20°C).

The states of a compressed gas are categorized as follows:

1. Nonliquefied compressed gases are gases, other than
those in solution, which are in a packaging under the
charged pressure and are entirely gaseous at a temperature
of 68°F (20°C).

2. Liquefied compressed gases are gases that, in a packaging
under the charged pressure, are partially liquid at a tem-
perature of 68°F (20°C).

3. Compressed gases in solution are nonliquefied gases that
are dissolved in a solvent.

4. Compressed gas mixtures consist of a mixture of two or
more compressed gases contained in a packaging, the haz-
ard properties of which are represented by the properties
of the mixture as a whole.

CONTROL AREA. Spaces within a building where quantities
of hazardous materials not exceeding the maximum allowable
quantities per control area are stored, dispensed, used or handled.
See also the definition of “Outdoor control area” in the Florida
Fire Prevention Code.

CORROSIVE. A chemical that causes visible destruction of, or
irreversible alterations in, living tissue by chemical action at the
point of contact. A chemical shall be considered corrosive if,
when tested on the intact skin of albino rabbits by the method
described in DOTn 49 CFR, Part 173.137, such a chemical
destroys or changes irreversibly the structure of the tissue at the
point of contact following an exposure period of 4 hours. This
term does not refer to action on inanimate surfaces.

2007 FLORIDA BUILDING CODE—BUILDING
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CRYOGENIC FLUID. A liquid having a boiling point lower
than -150°F (-101°C) at 14.7 pounds per square inch atmosphere
(psia) (an absolute pressure of 101 kPa).

DAY BOX. A portable magazine designed to hold explosive
materials constructed in accordance with the requirements for a
Type 3 magazine as defined and classified in Chapter 33 of the
Florida Fire Prevention Code.

DEFLAGRATION. An exothermic reaction, such as the
extremely rapid oxidation of a flammable dust or vapor in air, in
which the reaction progresses through the unburned material at a
rate less than the velocity of sound. A deflagration can have an
explosive effect.

DETACHED BUILDING. A separate single-story building,
without a basement or crawl space, used for the storage or use of
hazardous materials and located an approved distance from all
structures.

DETONATION. An exothermic reaction characterized by the
presence of a shock wave in the material which establishes and
maintains the reaction. The reaction zone progresses through the
material at a rate greater than the velocity of sound. The principal
heating mechanism is one of shock compression. Detonations
have an explosive effect.

DISPENSING. The pouring or transferring of any material
from a container, tank or similar vessel, whereby vapors, dusts,
fumes, mists or gases are liberated to the atmosphere.

EXPLOSIVE. Any chemical compound, mixture or device, the
primary or common purpose of which is to function by explo-
sion. The term includes, but is not limited to, dynamite, black
powder, pellet powder, initiating explosives, detonators, safety
fuses, squibs, detonating cord, igniter cord, igniters and display
fireworks, 1.3G (Class B, Special).

The term “explosive” includes any material determined to be
within the scope of USC Title 18: Chapter 40 and also includes
any material classified as an explosive other than consumer fire-
works, 1.4G (Class C, Common) by the hazardous materials reg-
ulations of DOTn 49 CFR.

High explosive. Explosive material, such as dynamite, which
can be caused to detonate by means of a No. § test blasting
cap when unconfined.

Low explosive. Explosive material that will burn or defla-
grate when ignited. It is characterized by a rate of reaction
that is less than the speed of sound. Examples of low explo-
sives include, but are not limited to, black powder; safety
fuse; igniters; igniter cord; fuse lighters; fireworks, 1.3G
(Class B, Special) and propellants, 1.3C.

Mass-detonating explosives. Division 1.1, 1.2 and 1.5
explosives alone or in combination, or loaded into various
types of ammunition or containers, most of which can be
expected to explode virtually instantaneously when a small
portion is subjected to fire, severe concussion, impact, the
impulse of an initiating agent or the effect of a considerable
discharge of energy from without. Materials that react in this
manner represent a mass explosion hazard. Such an explosive
will normally cause severe structural damage to adjacent
objects. Explosive propagation could occur immediately to
other items of ammunition and explosives stored sufficiently
close to and not adequately protected from the initially
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exploding pile with a time interval short enough so that two
or more quantities must be considered as one for quan-
tity-distance purposes.

UN/DOTn Class 1 explosives. The former classification
system used by DOTn included the terms “high” and “low”
explosives as defined herein. The following terms further
define explosives under the current system applied by
DOTn for all explosive materials defined as hazard Class 1
materials. Compatibility group letters are used in concert
with the division to specify further limitations on each divi-
sion noted (i.e., the letter G identifies the material as a pyro-
technic substance or article containing a pyrotechnic
substance and similar materials).

Division 1.1. Explosives that have a mass explosion haz-
ard. A mass explosion is one which affects almost the
entire load instantaneously.

Division 1.2. Explosives that have a projection hazard
but not a mass explosion hazard.

Division 1.3. Explosives that have a fire hazard and
either a minor blast hazard or a minor projection hazard
or both, but not a mass explosion hazard.

Division 1.4. Explosives that pose a minor explosion
hazard. The explosive effects are largely confined to the
package and no projection of fragments of appreciable
size or range is to be expected. An external fire must not
cause virtually instantaneous explosion of almost the
entire contents of the package.

Division 1.5. Very insensitive explosives. This division
is comprised of substances that have a mass explosion
hazard, but that are so insensitive there is very little prob-
ability of initiation or of transition from burning to deto-
nation under normal conditions of transport.

Division 1.6. Extremely insensitive articles which do not
have a mass explosion hazard. This division is comprised
of articles that contain only extremely insensitive deto-
nating substances and which demonstrate a negligible
probability of accidental initiation or propagation.

FIREWORKS. Any composition or device for the purpose of
producing a visible or audible effect for entertainment pur-
poses by combustion, deflagration or detonation that meets the
definition of 1.4G fireworks or 1.3G fireworks as set forth
herein.

FIREWORKS, 1.3G. (Formerly Class B, Special Fireworks.)
Large fireworks devices, which are explosive materials,
intended for use in fireworks displays and designed to produce
audible or visible effects by combustion, deflagration or deto-
nation. Such 1.3G fireworks include, but are not limited to, fire-
crackers containing more than 130 milligrams (2 grains) of
explosive composition, aerial shells containing more than 40
grams of pyrotechnic composition, and other display pieces
which exceed the limits for classification as 1.4G fireworks.
Such 1.3G fireworks are also described as fireworks, UN0335
by the DOTn.

FIREWORKS, 1.4G. (Formerly Class C, Common Fire-
works.) Small fireworks devices containing restricted amounts
of pyrotechnic composition designed primarily to produce vis-
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ible or audible effects by combustion. Such 1.4G fireworks
which comply with the construction, chemical composition
and labeling regulations of the DOTn for fireworks, UN0336,
and the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) as
set forth in CPSC 16 CFR: Parts 1500 and 1507, are not explo-
sive materials for the purpose of this code.

FLAMMABLE GAS. A material that is a gas at 68°F (20°C)
or less at 14.7 pounds per square inch atmosphere (psia) (101
kPa) of pressure [a material that has a boiling point of 68°F
(20°C) or less at 14.7 psia (101 kPa)] which:

1. Isignitable at 14.7 psia (101 kPa) when in a mixture of 13
percent or less by volume with air; or

2. Has a flammable range at 14.7 psia (101 kPa) with air of
at least 12 percent, regardless of the lower limit.

The limits specified shall be determined at 14.7 psi (101 kPa)
of pressure and a temperature of 68°F (20°C) in accordance
with ASTM E 681.

FLAMMABLE LIQUEFIED GAS. A liquefied compressed
gas which, under a charged pressure, is partially liquid at a tem-
perature of 68°F (20°C) and which is flammable.

FLAMMABLE LIQUID. A liquid having a closed cup flash
point below 100°F (38°C). Flammable liquids are further cate-
gorized into a group known as Class I liquids. The Class I cate-
gory is subdivided as follows:

Class IA. Liquids having a flash point below 73°F (23°C)
and a boiling point below 100°F (38°C).

Class IB. Liquids having a flash point below 73°F (23°C)
and a boiling point at or above 100°F (38°C).

Class IC. Liquids having a flash point at or above 73°F
(23°C) and below 100°F (38°C).

The category of flammable liquids does not include com-
pressed gases or cryogenic fluids.

FLAMMABLE MATERIAL. A material capable of being
readily ignited from common sources of heat or at a temperature
of 600°F (316°C) or less.

FLAMMABLE SOLID. A solid, other than a blasting agent or
explosive, that is capable of causing fire through friction,
absorption or moisture, spontaneous chemical change, or
retained heat from manufacturing or processing, or which has an
ignition temperature below 212°F (100°C) or which burns so
vigorously and persistently when ignited as to create a serious
hazard. A chemical shall be considered a flammable solid as
determined in accordance with the test method of CPSC 16
CFR; Part 1500.44, if it ignites and burns with a self-sustained
flame at arate greater than 0.1 inch (2.5 mm) per second along its
major axis.

FLASH POINT. The minimum temperature in degrees Fahren-
heit at which a liquid will give off sufficient vapors to form an
ignitable mixture with air near the surface or in the container, but
will not sustain combustion. The flash point of a liquid shall be
determined by appropriate test procedure and apparatus as spec-
ified in ASTM D 56, ASTM D 93 or ASTM D 3278.

HANDLING. The deliberate transport by any means to a point
of storage or use.
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HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. Those chemicals or substances
that are physical hazards or health hazards as defined and classi-
fied in this section and the Florida Fire Prevention Code,
whether the materials are in usable or waste condition.

HEALTH HAZARD. A classification of a chemical for which
there is statistically significant evidence that acute or chronic
health effects are capable of occurring in exposed persons. The
term “health hazard” includes chemicals that are toxic or highly
toxic, and corrosive.

HIGHLY TOXIC. A material which produces a lethal dose or
lethal concentration that falls within any of the following catego-
ries:

1. A chemical that has a median lethal dose (LLDs) of 50 mil-
ligrams or less per kilogram of body weight when admin-
istered orally to albino rats weighing between 200 and 300
grams each.

2. A chemical that has a median lethal dose (LDsy) of 200
milligrams or less per kilogram of body weight when
administered by continuous contact for 24 hours (or less if
death occurs within 24 hours) with the bare skin of albino
rabbits weighing between 2 and 3 kilograms each.

3. A chemical that has a median lethal concentration (LCsg)
in air of 200 parts per million by volume or less of gas or
vapor, or 2 milligrams per liter or less of mist, fume or
dust, when administered by continuous inhalation for 1
hour (or less if death occurs within 1 hour) to albino rats
weighing between 200 and 300 grams each.

Mixtures of these materials with ordinary materials, such as
water, might not warrant classification as highly toxic. While
this system is basically simple in application, any hazard evalua-
tion that is required for the precise categorization of this type of
material shall be performed by experienced, technically compe-
tent persons.

INCOMPATIBLE MATERIALS. Materials that, when
mixed, have the potential to react in a manner that generates
heat, fumes, gases or byproducts which are hazardous to life or
property.

OPEN SYSTEM. The use of a solid or liquid hazardous mate-
rial involving a vessel or system that is continuously open to the
atmosphere during normal operations and where vapors are
liberated, or the product is exposed to the atmosphere during
normal operations. Examples of open systems for solids and
liquids include dispensing from or into open beakers or con-
tainers, dip tank and plating tank operations.

OPERATING BUILDING. A building occupied in conjunc-
tion with the manufacture, transportation or use of explosive
materials. Operating buildings are separated from one another
with the use of intraplant or intraline distances.

ORGANIC PEROXIDE. An organic compound that contains
the bivalent -O-O- structure and which may be considered to be
a structural derivative of hydrogen peroxide where one or both
of the hydrogen atoms have been replaced by an organic radi-
cal. Organic peroxides can pose an explosion hazard (detona-
tion or deflagration) or they can be shock sensitive. They can
also decompose into various unstable compounds over an
extended period of time.
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Class I. Those formulations that are capable of deflagration
but not detonation.

Class II. Those formulations that burn very rapidly and that
pose a moderate reactivity hazard.

Class III. Those formulations that burn rapidly and that
pose a moderate reactivity hazard.

Class I'V. Those formulations that burn in the same manner
as ordinary combustibles and that pose a minimal reactivity
hazard.

Class V. Those formulations that burn with less intensity
than ordinary combustibles or do not sustain combustion
and that pose no reactivity hazard.

Unclassified detonable. Organic peroxides that are capable
of detonation. These peroxides pose an extremely high
explosion hazard through rapid explosive decomposition.

OXIDIZER. A material that readily yields oxygen or other
oxidizing gas, or that readily reacts to promote or initiate com-
bustion of combustible materials. Examples of other oxidizing
gases include bromine, chlorine and fluorine.

Class 4. An oxidizer that can undergo an explosive reaction
due to contamination or exposure to thermal or physical
shock. Additionally, the oxidizer will enhance the burning
rate and can cause spontaneous ignition of combustibles.

Class 3. An oxidizer that will cause a severe increase in the
burning rate of combustible materials with which it comes
in contact or that will undergo vigorous self-sustained
decomposition due to contamination or exposure to heat.

Class 2. An oxidizer that will cause a moderate increase in
the burning rate or that causes spontaneous ignition of com-
bustible materials with which it comes in contact.

Class 1. An oxidizer whose primary hazard is that it slightly
increases the burning rate but which does not cause sponta-
neous ignition when it comes in contact with combustible
materials.

OXIDIZING GAS. A gas that can support and accelerate
combustion of other materials.

PHYSICAL HAZARD. A chemical for which there is evi-
dence that it is a combustible liquid, compressed gas, cryo-
genic, explosive, flammable gas, flammable liquid, flammable
solid, organic peroxide, oxidizer, pyrophoric or unstable (reac-
tive) or water-reactive material.

PYROPHORIC. A chemical with an autoignition tempera-
ture in air, at or below a temperature of 130°F (54.4°C).

PYROTECHNIC COMPOSITION. A chemical mixture
that produces visible light displays or sounds through a
self-propagating, heat-releasing chemical reaction which is
initiated by ignition.

TOXIC. A chemical falling within any of the following cate-
gories:

1. A chemical that has a median lethal dose (LDs) of more
than 50 milligrams per kilogram, but not more than 500
milligrams per kilogram of body weight when adminis-
tered orally to albino rats weighing between 200 and 300
grams each.
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2. A chemical that has a median lethal dose (LDs) of more
than 200 milligrams per kilogram but not more than
1,000 milligrams per kilogram of body weight when
administered by continuous contact for 24 hours (or less
if death occurs within 24 hours) with the bare skin of
albino rabbits weighing between 2 and 3 kilograms each.

3. A chemical that has a median lethal concentration (LCsg)
in air of more than 200 parts per million but not more
than 2,000 parts per million by volume of gas or vapor, or
more than 2 milligrams per liter but not more than 20 mil-
ligrams per liter of mist, fume or dust, when adminis-
tered by continuous inhalation for 1 hour (or less if death
occurs within 1 hour) to albino rats weighing between
200 and 300 grams each.

UNSTABLE (REACTIVE) MATERIAL. A material, other
than an explosive, which in the pure state or as commercially
produced, will vigorously polymerize, decompose, condense or
become self-reactive and undergo other violent chemical
changes, including explosion, when exposed to heat, friction or
shock, or in the absence of an inhibitor, or in the presence of con-
taminants, or in contact with incompatible materials. Unstable
(reactive) materials are subdivided as follows:

Class 4. Materials that in themselves are readily capable of
detonation or explosive decomposition or explosive reaction
at normal temperatures and pressures. This class includes
materials that are sensitive to mechanical or localized thermal
shock at normal temperatures and pressures.

Class 3. Materials that in themselves are capable of detona-
tion or of explosive decomposition or explosive reaction but
which require a strong initiating source or which must be
heated under confinement before initiation. This class
includes materials that are sensitive to thermal or mechanical
shock at elevated temperatures and pressures.

Class 2. Materials that in themselves are normally unstable
and readily undergo violent chemical change but do not deto-
nate. This class includes materials that can undergo chemical
change with rapid release of energy at normal temperatures
and pressures, and that can undergo violent chemical change
at elevated temperatures and pressures.

Class 1. Materials that in themselves are normally stable but
which can become unstable at elevated temperatures and
pressure.

WATER-REACTIVE MATERIAL. A material that explodes;
violently reacts; produces flammable, toxic or other hazardous
gases; or evolves enough heat to cause autoignition or ignition of
combustibles upon exposure to water or moisture. Water-reactive
materials are subdivided as follows:

Class 3. Materials that react explosively with water without
requiring heat or confinement.

Class 2. Materials that react violently with water or have the
ability to boil water. Materials that produce flammable, toxic or
other hazardous gases or evolve enough heat to cause
autoignition or ignition of combustibles upon exposure to
water or moisture.

Class 1. Materials that react with water with some release of
energy, but not violently.
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[F] 307.3 High-hazard Group H-1. Buildings and structures
containing materials that pose a detonation hazard shall be clas-
sified as Group H-1. Such materials shall include, but not be lim-
ited to, the following:

Explosives:

Division 1.1
Division 1.2
Division 1.3

Exception: Materials that are used and maintained in a
form where either confinement or configuration will
not elevate the hazard from a mass fire to mass explo-
sion hazard shall be allowed in H-2 occupancies.

Division 1.4

Exception: Articles, including articles packaged for
shipment, that are not regulated as an explosive under
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms regulations,
or unpackaged articles used in process operations that
do not propagate a detonation or deflagration between
articles shall be allowed in H-3 occupancies.

Division 1.5
Division 1.6

Organic peroxides, unclassified detonable

Oxidizers, Class 4

Unstable (reactive) materials, Class 3 detonable and Class 4
Detonable pyrophoric materials

[F] 307.4 High-hazard Group H-2. Buildings and structures
containing materials that pose a deflagration hazard or a hazard
from accelerated burning shall be classified as Group H-2. Such
materials shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

Class I, IT or IITA flammable or combustible liquids which are
used or stored in normally open containers or systems, or in
closed containers or systems pressurized at more than 15 psi
(103.4 kPa) gage.

Combustible dusts

Cryogenic fluids, flammable

Flammable gases

Organic peroxides, Class |

Oxidizers, Class 3, that are used or stored in normally open
containers or systems, or in closed containers or systems
pressurized at more than 15 psi (103 kPa) gage

Pyrophoric liquids, solids and gases, nondetonable

Unstable (reactive) materials, Class 3, nondetonable

Water-reactive materials, Class 3

[F] 307.5 High-hazard Group H-3. Buildings and structures
containing materials that readily support combustion or that pose
a physical hazard shall be classified as Group H-3. Such materials
shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

Class I, II or IITA flammable or combustible liquids that
are used or stored in normally closed containers or
systems pressurized at 15 pounds per square inch gauge
(103.4 kPa) or less

Combustible fibers, other than densely packed baled cotton

Consumer fireworks, 1.4G (Class C, Common)

Cryogenic fluids, oxidizing

Flammable solids

Organic peroxides, Class II and IIT
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Oxidizers, Class 2

Oxidizers, Class 3, that are used or stored in normally
closed containers or systems pressurized at 15 pounds per
square inch gauge (103 kPa) or less

Oxidizing gases

Unstable (reactive) materials, Class 2

Water-reactive materials, Class 2

[F] 307.6 High-hazard Group H-4. Buildings and structures
which contain materials that are health hazards shall be classi-
fied as Group H-4. Such materials shall include, but not be lim-
ited to, the following:

Corrosives
Highly toxic materials
Toxic materials

[F]307.7 High-hazard Group H-5 structures. Semiconductor
fabrication facilities and comparable research and development
areas in which hazardous production materials (HPM) are used
and the aggregate quantity of materials is in excess of those listed
in Tables 307.1(1) and 307.1(2) shall be classified as Group H-5.
Such facilities and areas shall be designed and constructed in
accordance with Section 415.8.

[F] 307.8 Multiple hazards. Buildings and structures contain-
ing a material or materials representing hazards that are classi-
fied in one or more of Groups H-1, H-2, H-3 and H-4 shall
conform to the code requirements for each of the occupancies so
classified.

SECTION 308
INSTITUTIONAL GROUP |

308.1 Institutional Group I. Institutional Group I occupancy
includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a
portion thereof, in which people are cared for or live in a super-
vised environment, having physical limitations because of
health or age are harbored for medical treatment or other care or
treatment, or in which people are detained for penal or correc-
tional purposes or in which the liberty of the occupants is
restricted. Institutional occupancies shall be classified as Group
I-1,1-2 or I-3.

308.2 Group I-1. This occupancy shall include buildings, struc-
tures or parts thereof housing more than 16 persons, on a
24-hour basis, who because of age, mental disability or other
reasons, live in a supervised residential environment that pro-
vides personal care services. The occupants are capable of
responding to an emergency situation without physical assis-
tance from staff. This group shall include, but not be limited to,
the following:

Residential board and care facilities
Assisted living facilities

Halfway houses

Group homes

Congregate care facilities

Social rehabilitation facilities
Alcohol and drug centers
Convalescent facilities

A facility such as the above with five or fewer persons shall be
classified as a Group R-3 or shall comply with the Florida Build-
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ing Code, Residential in accordance with Section 101.2. A facil-
ity such as above, housing at least six and not more than 16 per-
sons, shall be classified as Group R-4.

308.3 Group I-2. This occupancy shall include buildings and
structures used for medical, surgical, psychiatric, nursing or cus-
todial care on a 24-hour basis for more than five persons who are
not capable of self-preservation. This group shall include, but not
be limited to, the following:

Hospitals

Nursing homes (both intermediate care facilities and
skilled nursing facilities)

Mental hospitals

Detoxification facilities

A facility such as the above with five or fewer persons shall be
classified as Group R-3 or shall comply with the Florida Build-
ing Code, Residential.

308.3.1 Child care facility. A child care facility that provides
care on a 24-hour basis to more than five children 2'/, years of
age or less shall be classified as Group I-2.

308.4 Group I-3. This occupancy shall include buildings and
structures that are inhabited by more than five persons who are
under restraint or security. An I-3 facility is occupied by persons
who are generally incapable of self-preservation due to security
measures not under the occupants’ control. This group shall
include, but not be limited to, the following:

Prisons

Jails

Reformatories
Detention centers
Correctional centers
Prerelease centers

Buildings of Group I-3 shall be classified as one of the occu-
pancy conditions indicated in Sections 308.4.1 through 308.4.5
(see Section 408.1).

308.4.1 Condition 1. This occupancy condition shall include
buildings in which free movement is allowed from sleeping
areas, and other spaces where access or occupancy is permitted,
to the exterior via means of egress without restraint. A Condition
1 facility is permitted to be constructed as Group R.

308.4.2 Condition 2. This occupancy condition shall include
buildings in which free movement is allowed from sleeping
areas and any other occupied smoke compartment to one or
more other smoke compartments. Egress to the exterior is
impeded by locked exits.

308.4.3 Condition 3. This occupancy condition shall include
buildings in which free movement is allowed within individual
smoke compartments, such as within a residential unit com-
prised of individual sleeping units and group activity spaces,
where egress is impeded by remote-controlled release of means
of egress from such a smoke compartment to another smoke
compartment.

308.4.4 Condition 4. This occupancy condition shall include
buildings in which free movement is restricted from an occu-
pied space. Remote-controlled release is provided to permit
movement from sleeping units, activity spaces and other
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occupied areas within the smoke compartment to other
smoke compartments.

308.4.5 Condition 5. This occupancy condition shall include
buildings in which free movement is restricted from an occu-
pied space. Staff-controlled manual release is provided to
permit movement from sleeping units, activity spaces and
other occupied areas within the smoke compartment to other
smoke compartments.

308.5 Group I-4, day care facilities. Reserved.
308.5.1 Adult care facility. Reserved.
308.5.2 Child care facility. Reserved.

SECTION 309
MERCANTILE GROUP M

309.1 Mercantile Group M. Mercantile Group M occupancy
includes, among others, buildings and structures or a portion
thereof, for the display and sale of merchandise, and involves
stocks of goods, wares or merchandise incidental to such pur-
poses and accessible to the public. Mercantile occupancies shall
include, but not be limited to, the following:

Department stores

Drug stores

Markets

Motor fuel-dispensing facilities

Retail or wholesale stores

Restaurants and drinking establishments with an occupant
load of less than 50 persons

Sales rooms

309.2 Quantity of hazardous materials. The aggregate quan-
tity of nonflammable solid and nonflammable or
noncombustible liquid hazardous materials stored or displayed
in a single control area of a Group M occupancy shall not exceed
the quantities in Table 414.2.5(1).

SECTION 310
RESIDENTIAL GROUP R

310.1 Residential Group R. Residential Group R includes,
among others, the use of a building or structure, or a portion
thereof, for sleeping purposes when not classified as an Institu-
tional Group I or when not regulated by the Florida Building
Code, Residential in accordance with Section 101.2. Residential
occupancies shall include the following:

R-1 Residential occupancies containing sleeping units where
the occupants are primarily transient in nature, includ-
ing:

Boarding houses (transient)
Hotels (transient)
Motels (transient)

R-2 Residential occupancies containing sleeping units or
more than two dwelling units where the occupants are
primarily permanent in nature, including:

Apartment houses
Boarding houses (not transient)
Convents
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Dormitories

Fraternities and sororities
Hotels (nontransient)
Monasteries

Motels (nontransient)
Vacation timeshare properties

Congregate living facilities with 16 or fewer occu-
pants are permitted to comply with the construction
requirements for Group R-3.

R-3 Residential occupancies where the occupants are pri-
marily permanent in nature and not classified as Group
R-1, R-2, R-4 or I, including:

Buildings that do not contain more than two dwelling
units.

Adult care facilities that provide accommodations for
five or fewer persons of any age for less than 24
hours.

Child care facilities that provide accommodations for
five or fewer persons of any age for less than 24
hours.

Congregate living facilities with 16 or fewer persons.

Adult and child care facilities that are within a sin-
gle-family home are permitted to comply with the
Florida Building Code, Residential.

R-4 Residential occupancies shall include buildings
arranged for occupancy as residential care/assisted liv-
ing facilities including more than five but not more than
16 occupants, excluding staff.

Group R-4 occupancies shall meet the requirements
for construction as defined for Group R-3, except as
otherwise provided for in this code, or shall comply
with the Florida Building Code, Residential.

310.2 Definitions. The following words and terms shall, for the
purposes of this section and as used elsewhere in this code, have
the meanings shown herein.

BOARDING HOUSE. A building arranged or used for lodging
for compensation, with or without meals, and not occupied as a
single-family unit.

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES. A building or part
thereof that contains sleeping units where residents share bath-
room and/or kitchen facilities.

DORMITORY. A space in a building where group sleeping
accommodations are provided in one room, or in a series of
closely associated rooms, for persons not members of the same
family group, under joint occupancy and single management, as
in college dormitories or fraternity houses.

PERSONAL CARE SERVICE. The care of residents who do
not require chronic or convalescent medical or nursing care. Per-
sonal care involves responsibility for the safety of the resident
while inside the building.

RESIDENTIAL CARE/ASSISTED LIVING FACILI-
TIES. A building or part thereof housing persons, on a 24-hour
basis, who because of age, mental disability or other reasons,
live in a supervised residential environment which provides per-
sonal care services. The occupants are capable of responding
to an emergency situation without physical assistance from
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SPECIAL AMUSEMENT BUILDING. A special amuse-
ment building is any temporary or permanent building or portion
thereof that is occupied for amusement, entertainment or educa-
tional purposes and that contains a device or system that conveys
passengers or provides a walkway along, around or over a course
in any direction so arranged that the means of egress path is not
readily apparent due to visual or audio distractions or is intention-
ally confounded or is not readily available because of the nature of
the attraction or mode of conveyance through the building or
structure.

411.3 Automatic fire detection. Where the nature of the special
amusement buildings is such that it operates in reduced lighting
levels, special amusement buildings shall be equipped with an
automatic fire detection system in accordance with Section 907.

411.4 Automatic sprinkler system. Special amusement
buildings shall be equipped throughout with an automatic
sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1. Where
the special amusement building is temporary, the sprinkler
water supply shall be of an approved temporary means.

Exception: Automatic fire sprinklers are not required
where special amusement buildings or structures do not
exceed 120 inches (3050 mm) in height and do not exceed
160 square feet (15 m®) in aggregate horizontal projection.

[F] 411.5 Alarm. Actuation of a single smoke detector, the
automatic sprinkler system or other automatic fire detection
device shall immediately sound an alarm at the building at a
constantly attended location from which emergency action can
be initiated including the capability of manual initiation of
requirements in Section 907.2.11.2.

[F] 411.6 Emergency voice/alarm communications system.
An emergency voice/alarm communications system shall be pro-
vided in accordance with Sections 907.2.11 and 907.2.12.2,
which is also permitted to serve as a public address system and
shall be audible throughout the entire special amusement build-
ing.

411.7 Exit marking. Exit signs shall be installed at the
required exit or exit access doorways of amusement buildings.
Approved directional exit markings shall also be provided.
Where mirrors, mazes or other designs are utilized that dis-
guise the path of egress travel such that they are not apparent,
approved low-level exit signs and directional path markings
shall be provided and located not more than 8 inches (203 mm)
above the walking surface and on or near the path of egress
travel. Such markings shall become visible in an emergency.
The directional exit marking shall be activated by the automatic
fire detection system and the automatic sprinkler system in
accordance with Section 907.2.11.2.

411.8 Interior finish. The interior finish shall be Class A in
accordance with Section 803.1.

SECTION 412
AIRCRAFT-RELATED OCCUPANCIES

412.1 Airport traffic control towers.
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412.1.1 General. The provisions of this section shall apply
to airport traffic control towers not exceeding 1,500 square
feet (140 m*) per floor occupied only for the following uses:

Airport traffic control cab.
Electrical and mechanical equipment rooms.

Airport terminal radar and electronics rooms.

B L=

Office spaces incidental to the tower operation.
5. Lounges for employees, including sanitary facilities.

412.1.2 Type of construction. Airport traffic control tow-
ers shall be constructed to comply with the height and area
limitations of Table 412.1.2.

TABLE 412.1.2
HEIGHT AND AREA LIMITATIONS FOR AIRPORT

TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWERS
TYPE OF HEIGHT? MAXIMUM AREA
CONSTRUCTION (feet) (square feet)
1A Unlimited 1,500
IB 240 1,500
IIA 100 1,500
1B 85 1,500
1A 65 1,500
For SI: 1 foot = 304.8 mm, 1 square foot = 0.0929 nr’.

a. Height to be measured from grade plane to cab floor

412.1.3 Egress. A minimum of one exit stairway shall be
permitted for airport traffic control towers of any height pro-
vided that the occupant load per floor does not exceed 15.
The stairway shall conform to the requirements of Section
1009. The stairway shall be separated from elevators by a
minimum distance of one-half of the diagonal of the area
served measured in a straight line. The exit stairway and ele-
vator hoistway are permitted to be located in the same shaft
enclosure, provided they are separated from each other by a
4-hour fire barrier having no openings. Such stairway shall be
pressurized to aminimum of 0.15 inch of water column (43 Pa)
and a maximum of 0.35 inch of water column (101 Pa) in the
shaft relative to the building with stairway doors closed. Stair-
ways need not extend to the roof as specified in Section
1009.11. The provisions of Section 403 do not apply.

Exception: Smokeproof enclosures as set forth in Sec-
tion 1020.1.7 are not required where required stairways
are pressurized.

[F]1412.1.4 Automatic fire detection systems. Airport traf-
fic control towers shall be provided with an automatic fire
detection system installed in accordance with Section
907.2.

[F] 412.1.5 Standby power. A standby power system that
conforms to Section 2702 shall be provided in airport traffic
control towers more than 65 feet (19 812 mm) in height.
Power shall be provided to the following equipment:
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1. Pressurization equipment, mechanical equipment and
lighting.

2. Elevator operating equipment.
3. Fire alarm and smoke detection systems.

412.1.6 Accessibility shall be in accordance with Chapter
11.

412.2 Aircraft hangars. Aircraft hangars shall be in accor-
dance with Sections 412.2.1 through 412.2.6.

412.2.1 Exterior walls. Exterior walls located less than 30
feet (9 144 mm) from property lines, lot lines or a public
way shall have a fire-resistance rating not less than 2 hours.

412.2.2 Basements. Where hangars have basements, the
floor over the basement shall be of Type IA construction and
shall be made tight against seepage of water, oil or vapors.
There shall be no opening or communication between the
basement and the hangar. Access to the basement shall be
from outside only.

412.2.3 Floor surface. Floors shall be graded and drained
to prevent water or fuel from remaining on the floor. Floor
drains shall discharge through an oil separator to the sewer
or to an outside vented sump.

Exception: Aircraft hangars with individual lease
spaces not exceeding 2,000 square feet (186 m?) each in
which servicing, repairing or washing is not conducted
and fuel is not dispensed shall have floors that are graded
toward the door, but shall not require a separator.

412.2.4 Heating equipment. Heating equipment shall be
placed in another room separated by 2-hour fire-resis-
tance-rated construction. Entrance shall be from the outside
or by means of a vestibule providing a two-doorway separa-
tion.

Exceptions:

1. Unit heaters and vented infrared radiant heating
equipment suspended at least 10 feet (3048 mm)
above the upper surface of wings or engine enclo-
sures of the highest aircraft that are permitted to be
housed in the hangar and at least 8 feet (2438 mm)
above the floor in shops, offices and other sections
of the hangar communicating with storage or ser-
vice areas.

2. A single interior door shall be allowed, provided
the sources of ignition in the appliances are at least
18 inches (457 mm) above the floor.

412.2.5 Finishing. The process of “doping,” involving use
of a volatile flammable solvent, or of painting, shall be car-
ried on in a separate detached building equipped with auto-
matic fire-extinguishing equipment in accordance with
Section 903.

[F]412.2.6 Fire suppression. Aircraft hangars shall be pro-
vided with fire suppression as required by NFPA 409.

Exception: Group II hangars as defined in NFPA 409
storing private aircraft without major maintenance or
overhaul are exempt from foam suppression require-
ments.
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412.3 Residential aircraft hangars. Residential aircraft han-
gars as defined in Section 412.3.1 shall comply with Sections
412.3.2 through 412.3.6.

412.3.1 Definition. The following word and term shall, for
the purposes of this chapter and as used elsewhere in this
code, have the meaning shown herein.

RESIDENTIAL AIRCRAFT HANGAR. An accessory
building less than 2,000 square feet (186 m’) and 20 feet
(6096 mm) in height, constructed on a one- or two-family
residential property where aircraft are stored. Such use will
be considered as a residential accessory use incidental to the
dwelling.

412.3.2 Fire separation. A hangar shall not be attached to a
dwelling unless separated by a fire barrier having a
fire-resistance rating of not less than 1 hour. Such separation
shall be continuous from the foundation to the underside of
the roof and unpierced except for doors leading to the dwell-
ing unit. Doors into the dwelling unit must be equipped with
self-closing devices and conform to the requirements of
Section 715 with at least a 4-inch (102 mm) noncombustible
raised sill. Openings from a hanger directly into aroom used
for sleeping purposes shall not be permitted.

412.3.3 Egress. A hangar shall provide two means of
egress. One of the doors into the dwelling shall be consid-
ered as meeting only one of the two means of egress.

[F] 412.3.4 Smoke alarms. Smoke alarms shall be pro-
vided within the hangar in accordance with Section
907.2.21.

412.3.5 Independent systems. Electrical, mechanical and
plumbing drain, waste and vent (DWV) systems installed
within the hangar shall be independent of the systems
installed within the dwelling. Building sewer lines shall be
permitted to be connect outside the structures.

Exception: Smoke detector wiring and feed for electri-
cal subpanels in the hangar.

412.3.6 Height and area limits. Residential aircraft han-
gars shall not exceed 2,000 square feet (186 m’) in area and
20 feet (6096 mm) in height.

[F] 412.4 Aircraft paint hangars. Aircraft painting opera-
tions where flammable liquids are used in excess of the maxi-
mum allowable quantities per control area listed in Table
307.7(1) shall be conducted in an aircraft paint hangar that
complies with the provisions of Section 412.4.

[F]1412.4.1 Occupancy group. Aircraft paint hangars shall
be classified as Group H-2. Aircraft paint hangars shall
comply with the applicable requirements of this code and
the Florida Fire Prevention Code for such occupancy.

412.4.2 Construction. The aircraft paint hangar shall be of
Type I or II construction.

[F] 412.4.3 Operations. Only those flammable liquids nec-
essary for painting operations shall be permitted in quantities
less than the maximum allowable quantities per control area
in Table 307.1(1). Spray equipment cleaning operations shall
be conducted in a liquid use, dispensing and mixing room.
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e The inner core of the duct is constructed of Chlori-
nated Polyethylene (CPE) material encircling a
steel helix bonded to the CPE.

o The duct has a fire-retardant metalized vapor bar-
rier that is reinforced with crosshatched fiberglass
scrim having a permanence of not greater than
0.05 perms when tested in accordance with ASTM
E 96 Procedure A.

e The duct has passed an impact test equal to the UL
181 standard, conducted by a nationally recog-
nized testing laboratory (NRTL) except it shall use
a 25-pound weight dropped from a height of 10
feet. As aresult of the test, the inner and outer sur-
faces of the sample shall not have ruptured, bro-
ken, torn, ripped, collapsed or separated in order
for the duct to pass the test. In addition, the helix
shall rebound to a cross-sectional elliptical area
not less than 80 percent of the original test sample
diameter.

The use of flexible duct shall be limited to flexible air
connector applications.

419.3.11.7 Variable air volume systems shall not be per-
mitted for use in surgical departments, obstetrical depart-
ments, laboratories, isolation rooms and critical care
units and rooms.

419.3.11.8 Filter housing frame blank-off panels shall be
permanently attached to the frame, constructed of rigid
materials and have sealing surfaces equal to or greater
than the filter media installed in the filter frame.

419.3.11.9 Each air handling unit filter rated in excess of
1,000 cfm (28.32 m3/min) capacity shall be equipped
with a differential pressure gauge. The range of acceptable
operation shall be clearly and permanently indicated on
the gauge face or display. Multiple bank filter assemblies
shall be equipped with a gauge for each filter media bank.

419.3.12 Fan and damper control during fire alarm.

419.3.12.1 During a fire alarm, fan systems and fan
equipment serving more than one room shall be stopped
to prevent the movement of smoke by mechanical means
from the zone in alarm to adjacent smoke zones.

419.3.12.2 Fan control shall be designed so as to minimize
the interruption of heating, ventilating and air conditioning
in compartments remote from the compartment in alarm.

419.3.12.3 Fan control shall not interfere with the con-
tinuous operation of exhaust systems conveying ethylene
oxide or other hazardous chemicals and fumes or sys-
tems required to operate continuously for the health and
safety of occupants. Such systems shall include fume
hood exhaust deemed by the governing body of the hos-
pital to present a hazard to occupants if exhaust airflow is
stopped. Air-handling systems shall be designed to allow
for continuous operation of all such systems and to
minimize movement of smoke by mechanical means
from the zone in alarm.

419.3.12.4 Carbon monoxide detector. See Section
913.1.
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419.3.13 Plumbing. (See Section 7.31.E of The Guidelines
for other requirements.)

419.3.13.1 All plumbing systems shall be designed and
installed in accordance with the Florida Building Code,
Plumbing.

419.3.13.2 Grease interceptors shall be located outside of
the building.

419.3.13.3 Wall-mounted lavatories and hand-washing
facilities shall be attached to floor-mounted carriers and
shall withstand an applied vertical load of a minimum of
250 pounds (114 kg) on the front of the fixture.

419.3.14 Fire pump. Where required in new construction,
fire pumps and ancillary equipment shall be separated from
other functions by construction having a 2-hour fire-resis-
tance rating.

419.3.14.1 The fire pump normal service disconnect shall
be rated to hold locked rotor current indefinitely. If the
approved normal service disconnect is located on the exte-
rior, it shall be supervised by connection to the fire pump
remote annunciator and shall provide a separate fire alarm
system trouble indication.

419.3.14.2 When the fire pump is placed on the emer-
gency system in addition to the normal supply, the emer-
gency feeder protective device shall be sized in
accordance with maximum rating or settings of Chapter
27 of the Florida Building Code, Building.

419.3.14.3 The fire pump transfer switch may be either
manual or automatic. If located on the line side of the con-
troller as a separate unit, the switch must be rated for the
pump motor locked rotor current indefinitely and must be
located in the pump room.

419.3.14.4 Combination fire pump controller and transfer
switch units listed by the Underwriter’s Laboratories, Inc.,
as prescribed by Chapter 27 of the Florida Building Code,
Building are acceptable when the transfer switch has
exposable and replaceable contacts, not circuit breaker
types, rated for the available short-circuit current.

419.3.14.5 The fire pump shall be installed in a readily
accessible location. When it is located on the grade level
floor, there shall be direct access from the exterior.

419.3.15 Electrical requirements. (See The Guidelines for
other requirements.) All material, including equipment, con-
ductors, controls, and signaling devices, shall be installed to
provide a complete electrical system with the necessary char-
acteristics and capacity to supply the electrical facility
requirements as shown in the specifications and as indicated
on the plans. All materials and equipment shall be factory
listed as complying with applicable standards of Under-
writer’s Laboratories, Inc. or other similarly established stan-
dards of a nationally recognized testing laboratory (NRTL)
that has been certified by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) for that referenced standard.

419.3.15.1 Nonmetallic sheathed cable or similar sys-
tems are not permitted for power and lighting wiring in
any facility.
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419.3.15.2 Panel boards located in spaces subject to stor-
age shall have the clear working space per Chapter 27,
Florida Building Code, Building. “ELECTRICAL
ACCESS - NOT FOR STORAGE” shall be permanently
marked on the floor and wall about the panel. Panel
boards shall not be located in egress corridors.

419.3.15.3 There shall be documentation for
equipotential grounding in all patient care areas, building
service ground electrode systems, lightning protection
ground terminals and special systems such as fire alarm,
nurse call, paging, generator, emergency power, fault
analysis and breaker coordination.

419.3.15.4 All spaces occupied by people, machinery
and equipment within buildings and approaches to build-
ings shall have electric lighting.

419.3.15.5 Operating rooms and delivery rooms shall
have general lighting for the room in addition to local
high intensity, specialized lighting provided by special
fixtures at the surgical and obstetrical tables. Each spe-
cial lighting unit for local lighting at the tables shall be
connected to an independent circuit and shall be powered
from the critical branch. A minimum of one general pur-
pose lighting fixture shall be powered from a normal cir-
cuit in an operating room, delivery or similar room.

419.3.15.6 There shall be a maximum of six duplex
receptacles on a circuit in general patient care areas.

419.3.15.7 Duplex receptacles in critical care areas, in all
emergency treatment rooms or areas, and other areas
including, angiographic laboratories, cardiac
catheterization laboratories, coronary care units,
hemodialysis rooms or areas, human physiology labora-
tories, intensive care units and postoperative recovery
rooms, shall be provided as follows:

419.3.15.7.1 There shall be a minimum of six duplex
electrical receptacles for each patient station.

419.3.15.7.2 Four shall be connected to the critical
branch of the essential electrical system, and two of
the required number shall be connected to dedicated
circuits.

419.3.15.7.3 Two shall be connected to a normal
power circuit except in anesthetizing locations where
two shall be connected to critical power circuits.

419.3.15.7.4 There shall be no more than two recepta-
cles per circuit.

419.3.15.8 All receptacles shall have engraved cover
plates to indicate the panel board and circuit numbers
powering the device.

419.3.15.9 Branch circuit over-current devices shall be
readily accessible to nursing staff and other authorized
personnel.

419.3.16 Fire alarm systems. A fire alarm annunciator
panel shall be provided at a 24-hour monitored location.
The panel shall indicate the zone of actuation of the alarm,
and there shall be a trouble signal indicator. Each smoke
compartment shall be annunciated as a separate fire alarm
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zone. A fire alarm system zone shall not include rooms or
spaces in other smoke compartments and shall be limited to
a maximum area of 22,500 square feet (2090 m’).

419.3.17 Nurse call system. (See Section 7.32.G of The
Guidelines for other requirements.) A nurse call system
shall be provided that will register a call from each patient
bed to the nurse station and activate a visual signal at the
patient room door and activate a visual and audible signal in
the clean workroom, the soiled workroom, the nourishment
station and the master station of the nursing unit. In
multicorridor nursing units, additional visible signals shall
be installed at corridor intersections in the vicinity of nurse
stations. In rooms containing two or more calling stations,
indicating lights shall be provided for each calling station.

419.3.17.1 Master staff and duty stations may include
volume controls, provided the minimum setting provides
audibility of 15 decibels above normal ambient noise
levels where the station is located.

419.3.17.2 An emergency calling station of the pull cord
type shall be provided and shall be conveniently located
for patient use in each patient toilet, bath or shower room,
but not inside the shower. The call signal shall be
cancelled only at the emergency calling station. The
emergency station shall activate distinctive audible and
visual signals immediately.

419.3.17.3 An emergency resuscitation alarm (Code
Blue) calling station shall be provided for staff use in
each operating, delivery, recovery LDR, LDRP, emer-
gency, cardiac and intensive nursing care rooms, nurser-
ies and similar rooms.

419.3.17.4 Emergency resuscitative alarm panels (cen-
tralized Code Blue) shall be provided at the attending
nurse station and at other locations as determined by the
facility that are staffed 24 hours per day. Audible signals
may be silenced temporarily for a call provided subse-
quent calls automatically reactivate the audible signal
immediately. The alarm panel at the 24-hour staffed sta-
tion may indicate the nurse station/suite where the call
originated in lieu of identifying the bed only when a
24-hour station is not one and the same as the attending
nurse station.

419.3.18 Emergency electric service. A Type 1 essential
electrical system shall be provided in all hospitals as
described in NFPA 99, Health Care Facilities. The emer-
gency power for this system shall meet the requirements of a
Level 1, Type 10, Class 48 generator as described in NFPA
110, Emergency Standby Power Systems.

419.3.18.1 In new construction, the normal main service
equipment shall be separated from the emergency distri-
bution equipment by locating it in a separate room.
Transfer switches shall be considered emergency distri-
bution equipment for this purpose.

419.3.18.2 Switches for critical branch lighting shall be
totally separate from normal switching. The devices or
cover plates shall be of a distinctive color. Critical branch
switches may be adjacent to normal switches. Switches
for life safety lighting are not permitted except as
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420.3.10.18 Toilet compartment partitions and urinal
screens shall not be constructed of enameled steel.

420.3.10.19 All smoke partitions, horizontal exits and
exit passageway partitions shall be constructed prior to
the construction of intervening walls.

420.3.10.20 Smoke partitions shall be constructed so as
to provide a continuous smoke-tight membrane from
exterior wall to exterior wall and from the floor to the
underside of the deck above. This includes interstitial
space and the area above solid fire-tested membranes.

420.3.10.21 Where it is not possible to inspect
fire/smoke partitions because of the fire-tested mem-
brane, fire-rated access panels shall be installed adjacent
to each side of the smoke partitions at intervals not
exceeding 30 feet (9.00 m) and in such locations as nec-
essary to view all surfaces of the partition. Fire walls, fire
barriers, fire partitions, smoke barriers and smoke parti-
tions or any other wall required to have protected open-
ings shall be effectively and permanently identified with
signs or stenciling. Such identification shall be above
any decorative ceiling and in concealed spaces. Sug-
gested wording for a fire/smoke partition is as follows:
“FIRE AND SMOKE BARRIER - PROTECT ALL
OPENINGS.”

420.3.10.22 Where electrical conduits, cable trays, ducts
and utility pipes pass through the smoke partition, the
utilities shall be located so that access is maintained to
adjacent wall surfaces and to all damper access panels.
The details shall show the studs and reinforcing half
studs so that proper support is provided for the wall sur-
facing material. There shall be a minimum clearance of 6
inches (152 mm) between all conduits, piping, and duct
work at corridor walls to facilitate the inspection of these
walls.

420.3.11 Elevators. (Where required).

420.3.11.1 All buildings having resident use areas on
more than one floor shall have hospital-type electric or
hydraulic elevator(s) that shall be in compliance with the
requirements of Chapter 30 of this code and Chapter
69A-47, Florida Administrative Code, “Uniform Fire
Safety Standards for Elevators.”

420.3.11.2 In the absence of an engineered traffic study,
the minimum number of elevators shall be as follows:

420.3.11.2.1 At least one elevator shall be installed
where resident beds are located on any floor other
than the main entrance floor.

420.3.11.2.2 When 60 to 200 resident beds are
located on floors other than the main entrance floor, at
least two elevators, one of which shall be of the hospi-
tal-type and capacity, shall be installed.

420.3.11.2.3 When 201 to 350 resident beds are
located on floors other than main entrance floor, at
least three elevators, two of which shall be of the hos-
pital-type and capacity, shall be installed.

420.3.11.2.4 For facilities with more than 350 resi-
dent beds above the main entrance floor, the number
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of elevators shall be determined from a facility plan
study and from the estimated vertical transportation
requirements.

420.3.11.2.5 When the skilled nursing unit is part of a
general hospital, elevators may be shared.

420.3.11.3 Cars of elevators shall have inside dimen-
sions that accommodate a resident bed with attendants.
Cars shall be at least 5 feet (1.52 m) wide by 7 feet 6
inches (2.29 m) deep. The car door shall have a clear
opening of not less than 4 feet (1.22 m).

420.3.11.4 Elevator call buttons shall not be activated by
heat or smoke. If employed, light beam door activators
shall be used in combination with door-edge safety
devices and shall be connected to a system of smoke
detectors such that the light control feature will disen-
gage or be overridden if it encounters smoke at any land-
ing.

420.3.12 Water supply and sewage disposal.

420.3.12.1 An approved, accessible, adequate, safe and
potable supply of water shall be provided. The water sup-
ply shall be accessible and available at all times for drink-
ing, fire protection, culinary, bathing, cleaning and
laundry purposes.

420.3.12.2 Hot water shall be supplied to all lavatory and
sink plumbing fixtures available for use by residents and
staff.

420.3.12.3 An approved, adequate and safe method of
sewage collection, treatment and disposal shall be pro-
vided for each nursing home.

420.3.13 Ventilating and air-conditioning systems.

420.3.13.1 Mechanical equipment shall be defined as
equipment utilized in air-conditioning, heating, ventilat-
ing systems and associated electrical, electronic and
pneumatic components required for the mechanical
equipment to provide the function intended by the appli-
cation of the equipment. New and existing equipment
replacements shall comply with these requirements.

420.3.13.2 Mechanical equipment shall be installed in a
designated equipment room(s), or in a space(s) located in
an attic(s).

420.3.13.3 If the unit serves only one room it may be
located above the ceiling and shall be accessible through
an access opening in accordance with this code. Access
panels are not required for lay-in ceiling installations,
provided the service functions are not obstructed by
other above-ceiling construction, such as electrical con-
duits, piping, audio visual cabling and like equipment
components or supports.

420.3.13.4 Ventilation shall be provided by mechanical
means in all rooms in new facilities and in all renovated
or remodeled rooms. The minimum air quantities and fil-
tration efficiencies shall be met as set forth in Table
420.3.13.7 for those spaces that are listed.

420.3.13.5 For spaces listed in the minimum ventilated
rate table, central station type air-handling equipment
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shall be used. Package terminal air-conditioning units or
fan coils may be used to serve resident rooms and shall be
provided with 20-percent filters minimum.

420.3.13.6 System designs utilizing fan coil or package
terminal air-conditioning units shall have the outdoor air
ventilation damper permanently closed. The ventilation
requirement shall be satisfied by a central station type air
handling unit provided with a 30-percent filter minimum
or as required by the listed space served. Spaces desig-
nated for the exclusive use of physical plant personnel
need not comply with this requirement.

420.3.13.7 Administrative and other staff-only areas
shall be provided with outside air at the minimum rate of
20 c¢fm (9.43 L/s) per person, and the central system shall
have a minimum of 30 percent ASHRAE dust spot effi-
ciency filter.

420.3.13.8 All outdoor air intakes shall be located a min-
imum of 3 feet (0.91 m) above surrounding surfaces and
a minimum of 10 feet (3.05 m) horizontally from any
exhaust air or plumbing vent.

420.3.13.9 All filters in systems in excess of 1000 cfm
(28.32 m’/min) capacity shall be installed with differen-
tial pressure gauges. The filter gauge shall have the range
of acceptable filter operation clearly and permanently
indicated.

420.3.13.10 Filter housings for 80-percent efficiency fil-
ters shall be fully gasketed and sealed with mechanical
latching devices capable of exerting and maintaining a
continuous, uniform sealing pressure on the filter media
when in the latched, closed position.

420.3.13.11 The transfer of air quantities through one
space to an adjacent space is not permitted except that the
transfer of air to maintain space relative pressure by the
under cutting of doors is permitted. The maximum
allowable air quantity for door undercuts shall be 75 cfm
(35.38 L/s) for single door widths up to 44 inches (1117
mm).

420.3.13.12 Space relative pressure requirements shall
be maintained throughout the entire system control range
where variable volume systems are utilized.

420.3.13.13 Spaces having exhaust hoods shall have suf-
ficient make-up supply air such that the required pres-
sure relationship will not be affected by the operation of
the hood.

420.3.13.14 All supply, return and exhaust ventilation
fans shall operate continuously. Dietary hood, laundry
area, administrative areas that are separated from all resi-
dent areas and support areas and maintenance area sup-
ply and exhaust fans shall be exempted from continuous
operation.

420.3.13.15 Cooling coil condensate shall be piped to a
roof drain, floor drain or other approved location.

420.3.13.16 Carbon monoxide detector. See Section
913.1.

420.3.14 Exhaust.
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420.3.14.1 Exhaust fans and other fans operating in con-
junction with a negative duct system pressure shall be
located at the discharge end of the system. Fans located
immediately within the building located at the end of all
exhaust ducts shall be permitted. Existing,
nonconforming systems need not be brought into com-
pliance when equipment is replaced due to equipment
failure.

420.3.14.2 Exhaust hoods in food preparation areas shall
be listed or certified by a nationally recognized testing
laboratory (NRTL).

420.3.15 Ducts.

420.3.15.1 All new facility construction shall have
totally ducted supply, return, exhaust and outside air sys-
tems including areas of all occupancy classifications.

420.3.15.2 In new construction, duct system risers pene-
trating more than one floor shall be installed in vertical
fire-rated shafts. Horizontal offsets of the risers shall not
be allowed. Fire/smoke dampers shall be installed at duct
penetrations of the chase. Existing nonconforming sys-
tems shall be brought into compliance when remodel or
renovation work is proposed.

420.3.16 Fan and damper control during fire alarm.

420.3.16.1 During a fire alarm, fan systems and fan
equipment serving more than one room shall be stopped
to prevent the movement of smoke by mechanical means
from the zone in alarm to adjacent smoke zones.

420.3.16.2 Air-handling and fan coil units serving exit
access corridors for the zone in alarm shall shut down
upon fire alarm.

420.3.16.3 Smoke or fire/smoke dampers shall close
upon fire alarm and upon manual shutdown of the associ-
ated supply, return or exhaust fan.

420.3.17 Plumbing.

420.3.17.1 All plumbing fixtures provided in spaces
shall conform to the requirements of Table 420.3.17.2 of
plumbing fixtures and minimum trim.

420.3.17.2 The temperature of hot water supplied to resi-
dent and staff use lavatories, showers and bath shall be
between 105°F (41°C) and 115°F (46°C) at the discharge
end of the fixture.

420.3.17.3 Wall-mounted water closets, lavatories,
drinking fountains and hand-washing facilities shall be
attached to floor-mounted carriers and shall withstand an
applied vertical load of a minimum of 250 pounds
(113.39 kg) to the front of the fixture.

420.3.17.4 Grease interceptors shall be located outside
of the building.

420.3.17.5 Provide deep seal traps for floor drains in res-
ident showers.

420.3.17.6 Food preparation sinks, pot washing, dish-
washers, janitor sinks, floor drains, and cart and can
wash drains shall run through the grease trap. Garbage
disposers shall not run through the grease trap.
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423.11.1 Fire-retardant treated wood. All FRTW must
meet the requirements of Section 2303.2.

423.11.2 Inspection access panels shall be provided for
annual inspection of the condition of the structure and the
connectors.

423.11.3 Evidence of compliance shall be provided.
423.12 Roofing.

423.12.1 Class A materials. All roofing materials shall be
labeled Class A per ASTM E108 and shall be certified by a
nationally recognized independent testing laboratory. All
roofing systems shall be installed within the limitations of
the test procedure for surfacing, deck cross slope, and com-
bustibility.

423.12.2 Insulation and moisture protection. Insulation,
moisture protection, roofing, thermal requirements, fire-
proofing and firestopping shall be designed and constructed
in compliance with the the Florida Building Code and Uni-
form Fire Safety Standards as adopted by the State Fire Mar-
shal. Cellulose insulation may only be used if it is treated with
fire-retardant borate based chemicals; the contractor shall
retain bag labels on site for review by building inspector.

423.12.3 Phased installation prohibited. All new installed
materials shall be sealed from moisture penetration at the
end of each day. The contractor shall provide the
architect/engineer (A/E) of record a “final statement of
compliance” for the board.

423.12.4 Manufacturer’s one-year inspection. The roof
shall be inspected by the manufacturer’s representative
within one year of acceptance by the board.

423.13 Doors and windows.

423.13.1 Doors. All spaces with an occupant load of six or
more students, regardless of use, shall have a door opening
directly to the exterior, or as required in the Uniform Fire
Safety Standards as adopted by the State Fire Marshal, in
buildings of three stories or less shall have a rescue window
opening directly to the exterior, or shall be fully sprinklered.
All doors and gates from spaces with an occupant load of six
or more students, regardless of use or location, shall swing
in the direction of exit travel, shall be of the side hinged type,
and shall always be operable from the inside by a single
operation and without a key.

423.13.1.1 Doors for steam rooms, locker rooms, shower
rooms and group toilet rooms shall swing in the direction
of exit travel, and shall always be operable for exiting
from the inside.

423.13.1.2 No mirrors, draperies, curtains, equipment,
furnishings, decorations, or other objects which may
confuse, obstruct, or conceal the exit or the direction of
exit shall be placed to obstruct a means of egress.

423.13.2 Recessed. Doors when fully opened shall not extend
into the required exit width of corridors, except for door thick-
ness and required hardware. Doors may either be recessed and
hinged to swing 90 degrees, or if flush with corridor wall shall
contain a view panel and be hinged to swing 180 degrees.
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423.13.3 Special function doors. Special function doors,
including balanced doors and overhead doors, shall not be
used in a means of egress.

423.13.4 Overhead and sliding security grilles. Security
grilles shall have an adjacent side-hinged door swinging in
the direction of exit and readily opened from the inside.

423.13.5 Gates. Gates used to secure buildings or used for
egress shall be side-hinged and readily opened from the side
from which egress is to be made without the use of a key or
special tool, or shall have a adjacent side hinged door, or
doors as required for occupant load, swinging in the direc-
tion of exit and readily opened from the inside without a key.

423.13.6 Hardware. Doors and gates shall be equipped
with hardware which will allow egress at all times without
assistance. No padlock, chain, hasp, lock, deadbolt, or other
device shall be installed at any time on any door used for
exiting. Doors which by code require closers and other
doors subject to wind exposure shall be equipped with
closers to prevent slamming and uncontrolled opening. All
doors opening into smoke-tight exit access corridors shall
be self-closing or automatic closing. Smoke doors in walls
used to divide corridors into separate atmospheres shall be
provided with push-pull plates and are not required to have
positive latching. As an exception to Section 1008.1.8.6,
delayed egress locks may be used in media centers, alterna-
tive education centers, and exceptional student education
centers. Delayed egress locks are prohibited at time-out
rooms at all locations.

423.13.7 Safety glazing: Panels and storefronts. In addi-
tion to the requirements of Section 2406.3, the following is
considered a hazardous location and requires safety glaz-
ing: Glazed panels within 48 inches (1219 mm) of a door,
excluding transoms or vertical panels above 6 feet 8 inches
(2031 mm).

423.13.7.1 All glazing in hazardous locations shall be
safety glazing meeting the requirements of the Florida
Building Code, Building, Section 2406.

423.13.7.2 Large glass panels shall be subdivided by a
built-in horizontal member or a permanent chair rail not
less than 1%2 inches (38 mm) in width, located between
24 and 36 inches (610 and 914 mm) above the floor.

423.13.8 Windows.

423.13.8.1 Natural light and ventilation. Natural light
and ventilation requirements for new construction shall
be satisfied by windows with operable glazing, provid-
ing a net free open area equivalent to 5 percent of the
floor area, in all classrooms on the perimeter of build-
ings, where required by Chapter 1013, Florida Statutes.
Auxiliary spaces, music rooms, gyms, locker and shower
facilities, laboratories requiring special climate control,
and large group instructional spaces having a capacity of
more than 100 persons need not have operable windows
for the purpose of providing natural light and ventilation.
Emergency access, emergency rescue, and secondary
means of egress windows may be included in the calcula-
tion to comply with this requirement.
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423.13.8.2 Projecting and awning windows. Project-
ing and awning windows shall not be located below door
head heightifin, or adjacent to, a corridor or walkway.

423.13.8.3 Security/storm screens or grills. If a secu-
rity/storm screen or grille is installed on the outside of an
emergency access, rescue or egress window assembly
then that security/storm screen or grille together with the
emergency rescue window assembly shall be operable
from the inside by a single operation without the use of
tools to allow for exit under emergency conditions. The
emergency rescue window shall be identified by signage,
and the release device shall be readily identifiable.

423.14 Special safety requirements.

423.14.1 Master control switch. In addition to the regular
main supply cut-off, each laboratory type space (such as biol-
ogy, industrial, chemistry, physics, home economics, and
electronics labs) equipped with unprotected gas cocks, com-
pressed air valves, water or electric services which are easily
accessible to students, shall have master control valves or
switches with permanently attached handles, located and
accessible within 15 feet (4572 mm) of the instructor’s sta-
tion or adjacent to the door within that space to allow for
emergency cut-off of services. The cut-offs shall be in a
nonlockable place and the location and operation shall be
clearly labeled. Valves shall completely shut off with a
one-quarter turn. Computer labs are exempted from this
requirement. (Also, see “Emergency shut off switches,” and
“Emergency disconnects” requirements under “Electrical.”)

423.14.2 Interior signage. Signage is required in educa-
tional and ancillary facilities. Design, construction, installa-
tion, and location of interior signage and graphics shall
comply with the Florida Building Code and the Uniform Fire
Safety Standards as adopted by the State Fire Marshal and the
following:

423.14.2.1 Emergency rescue windows: Windows for
emergency rescue shall comply with NFPA 101, Florida
Edition, as adopted by the Florida Fire Prevention Code,
shall be operable from the inside by a single operation, and
shall be labeled “EMERGENCY RESCUE-KEEP
AREA CLEAR.” Hinged emergency rescue windows
shall swing in the direction of egress.

423.14.2.2 Maximum capacity signs in each space with a
capacity of 50 or more occupants. The signs shall be
mounted adjacent to the main entrance door.

423.14.2.3 Room name, room number and, if different,
FISH inventory numbers shall be provided for each space.

423.14.2.4 A graphic diagram of primary and emergency
evacuation routes shall be posted adjacent to the primary
exit door from each space occupied by six or more stu-
dents. The diagram shall clearly indicate, by contrasting
color and number, each route of evacuation.

423.14.2.5 Signs necessary to meet accessibility require-
ments shall be provided.

423.14.2.6 Hazardous work and storage areas shall be
identified by appropriate caution signs.
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423.14.3 Other potential hazards. Pipes, ductwork, fans,
light fixtures, window projections, protruding sharp corners,
or other potential hazards shall not be installed below 6 feet 8
inches (2031 mm) AFF. Audio/visual aids in classrooms may
be mounted below 6 feet 8 inches (2031 mm) provided they
are marked and padded in accordance with accepted safety
standards or have permanent cabinets installed below them.

423.14.4 Storage shelving. Shelving shall not have sharp
corners, splinters, or any construction feature that would be
hazardous to the occupants. Shelving shall be constructed to
carry the loads imposed. Shelving in science, labs, and shop
storage rooms, and other places which may contain hazard-
ous materials shall have a '/, inch (12.7 mm) lip on the front
edge of each shelf and shall be constructed of noncorrosive
material.

423.14.5 Vertical platform lifts and inclined wheelchair
lifts. The following standards are in addition to the other
requirements of the Florida Building Code, Florida law, and
federal requirements:

423.14.5.1 Lifts shall not reduce the width of required
means of egress.

423.14.5.2 Lifts shall have shielding devices to protect
users from the machinery or other hazards and obstruc-
tions.

423.14.5.3 Lifts shall be key operated for attendant opera-
tion in all facilities housing kindergarten to grade 8.

423.14.5.4 Inclined wheelchair lifts may be installed in
facilities provided:

423.14.5.4.1 The platform is equipped with
bidirectional ramp sensing to stop travel if obstructions
are encountered.

423.14.5.4.2 Guide rails are smooth and continuous
with no sharp edges or obstructions, all drive system
components contain safety features for protection of
users, and cables and pulling devices are shielded.

423.14.6 Color code machinery. Working machinery with
component parts shall be color-coded per ANSI Z53.1,
American National Standard Safety Color Code for marking
Physical Hazards. Safety zone lines shall be marked on the
floor areas surrounding working machinery.

423.14.7 Anchor equipment. All equipment designed to be
permanently mounted shall be securely anchored to its sup-
porting surface.

423.14.8 Interior finishes.

423.14.8.1 Floors. Floors in instructional spaces shall be
covered with resilient material or carpet. Floors in gymna-
sium locker rooms, showers, drying areas, toilet rooms,
kitchens, scullerys, food storage areas and can wash areas
shall be impervious.

423.14.8.2 Walls. Walls in toilet rooms shall be impervi-
ous to a height of at least 4 feet (1219 mm) above the floor.
Walls in kitchens, scullerys, can wash areas, shower
rooms shall be impervious to a height of at least 6 feet
(1829 mm) above the floor. Toilet and shower partitions
shall be impervious.
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423.14.8.3 Ceilings. Ceilings in group toilet rooms, kitch-
ens, scullerys, can wash areas, showers and locker rooms
shall be impervious.

423.15 Mechanical.

423.15.1 Gas and fluid piping.

423.15.1.1 Flammable liquids/gases. Piping systems for
flammable liquids or gases shall not be installed in interior
corridors or stairwells.

Exception: Piping may be located within corridors
provided that they are enclosed in a minimum 1-hour
fire-rated enclosure.

423.15.1.2 Piping systems. Piping (fluid system) shall
not be run where students can access the pipes, or in areas
such as on roofs where they can be damaged by routine or
periodic maintenance activities.

423.15.1.3 Main supply valve. The main supply cut-offs
for flammable liquids or gases shall shut down upon acti-
vation of the fire alarm system. Refer to the automatic
shutoff requirements of Section 423.7.6.

423.15.2 Air plenums. Corridors shall not be used as a sup-
ply, return, exhaust, relief, or ventilation air plenum. The
space between the corridor ceiling and the floor or roof struc-
ture above, if used as a plenum, shall be constructed with the
ceiling, floor and walls as a minimum 1-hour fire-rated
assembly or as a 1-hour fire-rated horizontal wall supported
by the corridor walls.

Exception: A smoke-tight corridor with a solid ceiling
may be used in a fully sprinklered building.

423.15.3 Residential equipment. In home economics
instructional spaces, faculty lounges, and similar areas where
small residential-type ranges are installed for staff use or stu-
dent education, residential-type hoods mechanically
exhausted to the outside shall be used. Hood fire suppression
systems are not required to be installed.

423.15.4 Toilet rooms shall be continuously ventilated dur-
ing building occupancy.

Exception: Individual toilet rooms shall be ventilated
continuously during building occupancy or ventilation
shall turn off with the light switch and run for at least 10
minutes after the light has been turned off.

423.15.5 Chemistry laboratories and science classrooms.
HVAC systems in chemistry labs and science classrooms
shall be designed and installed to ensure that chemicals origi-
nating from the space are not recirculated.

Exception: A high capacity emergency exhaust system
providing twenty (20) air changes per hour may be used in
chemistry laboratories and science classrooms with fume
hoods. Positive ventilation may be provided via doors or
windows opening to the exterior. Signs providing opera-
tional instructions shall be permanently installed at the
emergency exhaust system fan switch and adjacent to the
door(s) or window(s) to be opened.

423.15.6 Ventilation air make-up for HVAC systems.
Where peak occupancies of less than 3 hours duration occur,
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the outdoor air flow may be determined on the basis of
average occupancy for school buildings for the duration of
operation of the air-conditioning system, provided the aver-
age occupancy used is not less than one-half the maximum.

423.16 Plumbing.

423.16.1 Standards. Educational and ancillary facilities
shall be provided with toilets, hand washing facilities, and
drinking fountains for all occupants, in ratios and accessible
as required by the Florida Building Code, Florida law, and
federal requirements.

Exception: A single unisex toilet room is allowed where
provided in child care, pre-kindergarten through grade 3
and ESE classrooms. Unisex toilets shall not be provided
in addition to group toilets in assembly occupancies.

423.16.1.1 Assembly occupancies. Toilet facilities for
assembly occupancies (i.e. media centers, gymnasums,
cafetoriums, and auditoriums) are not required to be in
addition to the overall required plumbing fixture count.

423.16.1.2 Location. Student toilets shall be distributed
throughout the facility and located on each floor for con-
venient access and continuous supervision. The path of
travel to the nearest toilet facility shall not exceed a dis-
tance of 200 feet.

423.16.2 Teacher toilets. In school board facilities, faculty
and staff toilets shall be separate from student toilets.

Exception: Separation of faculty/staff and student toilet
facilities is not required for community colleges.

423.16.3 Public shelter. Refer to the public shelter design
criteria of Section 423.25.

423.16.4 Urinals. Trough urinals shall not be installed in any
location.

423.16.5 Floor drains and hose bibbs. All group toilet
rooms shall be provided with at least one floor drain and one
easily accessible hose bibb. The floor shall be sloped down to
the drain. Stall urinals shall not serve as the required floor
drains.

423.16.6 Shielding device. The entry to each group toilet
room shall be provided with a door, partition, or other shield-
ing device to block from view the occupants in the toilet
room. If a door is provided, it shall have a closer and shall
swing out in the direction of exit. Exterior entries to toilet
rooms shall have outward swinging doors.

423.16.7 Hot water. When hot water is supplied to showers,
handwash sinks, lavatories in toilet rooms, a mixing valve
shall be installed to control the temperature which shall not
exceed 110°F (43°C).

423.16.8 Delayed closing valves. Water supply at toilet room
lavatories shall be controlled by delayed-closing valves.

423.16.9 Shower facilities. Showers shall be provided only
where required by the district’s educational program and,
where provided, shall utilize energy saving concepts for hot
water as required by Section 1013.44(2), Florida Statutes.
When provided, shower areas shall comply with the follow-
ing:
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423.16.9.1 Floor finish shall be slip resistant.

423.16.9.2 Floors shall be drained in such a manner that
waste water from any shower head will not pass over areas
occupied by other bathers.

423.16.9.3 Water shall be heated and the temperature at
the shower head shall not exceed 110°F (43°C) nor be less
than 95°F (35°C).

423.16.9.4 A master control valve shall be provided to
control the shower heads. Showers shall be equipped with
flow control devices to limit total flow to a maximum of 3
gpm (-19 L/s) per shower head.

423.16.9.5 Shower heads shall be based on the peak load
to be accommodated at one time and provided at the ratio
of one shower head for each five students, located a mini-
mum of 30 inches (762 mm) apart.

423.16.10 Kitchens. Kitchens and food service areas shall be
provided with toilet and hand washing facilities for employ-
ees as required by code, state rule and statute.

423.16.10.1 Toilet rooms shall be completely enclosed,
have self-closing doors, and shall open into vestibules
with self-closing doors. Toilet rooms shall not open
directly into food preparation areas, serving areas, or din-
ing areas. A minimum of one water closet and one lava-
tory, with hot and cold water, shall be provided in each
staff toilet.

423.16.10.2 Floor drains. Floor drains shall be provided
in the food serving area, kitchen area, scullery, garbage
and rubbish rooms, and can wash area.

423.16.11 Dousing shower and eye wash. Every science
room, lab, or shop where instructors and students handle
materials or chemicals potentially dangerous to human tissue
shall be provided with a dousing shower and eye wash for
emergency use, including a floor drain.

423.16.12 Floor drains and plumbing fixtures in equip-
ment rooms. No floor drain or other plumbing fixture shall
be installed in a room containing air handling machinery
when such room is used as a plenum. When rooms are used as
a plenum, equipment drains shall be conveyed through an
indirect waste receptor located outside such rooms or other
approved point of disposal.

423.17 Electrical.

423.17.1 Emergency lighting. Emergency lighting shall be
provided at internal and external means of egress, in stu-
dent-occupied areas, in group toilets, and main electrical
rooms.

423.17.2 Electrical rooms and closets. Main service panels
and switches, electrical distribution panels, cabinets, and
rooms shall be lockable and not readily accessible to teachers
or students.

423.17.3 Spare capacity. Lighting and power panels shall be
provided with a minimum of 20-percent spare breakers and a
minimum of 10-percent spare capacity in all main panels and
switchboards.
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423.17.4 Emergency shutoff switches. Every laboratory
space which has electrical receptacles at student workstations
shall have an emergency shutoff switch within 15 feet (4572
mm) of the instructor’s workstation. The emergency shut off
switch shall be operable by a single motion and shall interrupt
power to all receptacles in the room.

Exception: Emergency shutoff switches are not required
in computer laboratories.

423.17.5 Emergency disconnect. Each space equipped with
electrically powered machinery accessible to students shall
have a minimum of two master emergency disconnect
switches at convenient locations within the space to shutoff
all power tool outlets, power to student accessible machines
and receptacles in the shop. One emergency shutoff or dis-
connect switch shall be located near the machinery and one
emergency shutoff or disconnect switch shall be located in
the instructor’s office if there is a clear view of the entire shop
area, others may be required and located as determined by the
authority having jurisdiction. The emergency disconnect or
shutoff switch shall be operable by a single motion.

Exception: Ordinary office machines, computers, sewing
machines, potter’s wheels, residential cooking equipment
in home economics labs and other nonhazardous
machines do not require emergency disconnect devices.

423.17.6 Sauna and steam rooms. A “panic” switch to
deactivate power to heating equipment shall be provided
inside sauna and steam rooms. The panic switch shall also be
tied into an alarm or other approved warning device in a
supervised space in the area of the sauna and/or steam room.
The operation of the switch shall be labeled to indicate the
intended function.

423.17.7 Lightning. All facilities in high lightning risk areas
shall be evaluated using the Risk Assessment Guide in NFPA
780 and other standards which address lightning protection,
and shall be protected accordingly.

423.17.8 Ground fault interrupter (GFI) receptacles. GFI
receptacles shall be installed as required by NFPA 70 of
Chapter 27 and in the following locations:

1. All elementary special needs classroom receptacles.
2. All building entry vestibule receptacles.

3. All mechanical, boiler and electrical rooms recepta-
cles.

423.18 Assembly occupancies in public educational facili-
ties.

423.18.1 Occupant capacity of an assembly occupancy shall
be calculated as follows:

423.18.1.1 Auditorium. The number of fixed seats,
including accessible seating, in the main seating area plus
the stage at 15 net square feet (1.4 m?) per person, plus
dressing rooms at 20 net square feet (2 m”) per person.

423.18.1.2 Gymnasium/gymnatorium with stage. The
number of fixed and telescopic bench-type bleacher seats
at 18 linear inches (457 mm) per person, including acces-
sible seating, plus the main court area at 15 gross square
feet (1.4 m*) per person, plus locker rooms at 5 net square
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feet (.5 m?) per person, plus stage at 15 net square feet (1.4
m°) per person, plus dressing rooms at 20 net square feet
(2 m%) per person. Bleachers shall be accessible as
required.

423.18.1.3 Dining rooms/cafetorium with stage/multi-
purpose room. The main floor area at 15 gross square feet
(1.4 m?) per person, plus the stage at 15 net square feet (1.4
m’) per person, plus dressing rooms at 20 net square feet
(2m”) per person, plus the kitchen at 100 gross square feet
(9 m?) per person.

423.18.1.4 Classrooms and labs. Exiting capacity for
classrooms shall be calculated at 20 net square (2 mz) feet
per occupant. Exiting capacity for laboratories shall be
calculated at 50 net square feet (5 m?) per occupant. If
spaces are combined through the use of folding partitions,
the capacity and exiting shall be based on the capacity of
all the spaces joined.

423.18.1.5 Stadiums. The number of fixed bench-type
bleacher seats at 18 linear inches (457 mm) per person,
plus accessible seating.

423.18.1.6 Media centers. The readin; room and stacks
floor area at 36 net square feet (3.3 m”) per person, plus
small group room or area (view and preview) at 5 net
square feet (.5 m?) per person.

423.18.1.7 Closed circuit television production, distri-
bution, and control. The main floor area at 15 net square
feet (1.4 m?) per person.

423.18.1.8 Interior courtyards. The interior courtyard
area at 15 gross square feet (1.4 m”) per person. Raised,
dedicated landscape areas may be deducted.

423.19 Shade and green houses.

423.19.1 General. Shade/green houses shall be of Type I or I1
construction (metal frame) capable of withstanding the
appropriate wind load.

423.19.2 Unrestricted exiting. The location of the
shade/green house shall not hinder exiting from new and/or
existing structures.

423.19.3 Required doors. A minimum of two doors
remotely located shall be provided. Doors shall be side
hinged and shall swing in the direction of egress.

423.19.4 Accessibility. Green houses shall meet accessibility
requirements. The accessible walkway shall be connected to
doors leading to an accessible route to the permanent struc-
ture.

423.19.5 Shade cloth. Shade cloth shall be tear-away fabric
securely fastened to the structural frame.

423.19.6 Fire extinguisher. A minimum of one Type
2A-10B:C fire extinguisher shall be provided per
shade/green house.

423.19.7 Fire alarm. Fire alarm pull stations shall be located
within 200 feet (60 960 mm) of any shade or green house.
Fire alarm horns mounted on a permanent building must be
audible inside the shade/green house.
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423.19.8 Space heaters. Space heaters, when provided, shall
be mounted at least 6 feet 8 inches (2031 mm) AFF.

423.20 Storage.

423.20.1 General storage. Storage rooms and closets shall
not be located over or under exit stairs and ramps whether
interior or exterior. General storage space(s) shall be included
in every educational facility for the bulk storage of materials,
supplies, equipment, and books. Storage rooms shall be sepa-
rated from mechanical and electrical spaces. Storage spaces
shall be mechanically ventilated and conditioned as appropri-
ate for the type of materials to be stored. Sinks located in gen-
eral storage rooms shall not be used for custodial services.

423.20.2 Custodial work areas and storage. Provide custo-
dial work areas with well supported shelving for supplies,
cleaning, and sanitation materials and an office area includ-
ing male/female lockers and toilet facilities.

423.20.3 Custodial closets and storage. Custodial closets
shall be provided with storage shelving and a service sink
supplied with both hot and cold water. They shall be located
to serve each instructional floor and wing regardless of floor
area, and other areas such as stage, kitchen, gym, auditorium,
clinic, offices and shops. The travel distance to the nearest
custodial closet shall not exceed 150 feet.

423.20.4 Chemical and hazardous materials storage. In
addition to the requirements of the Florida Building Code
and the Uniform Fire Safety Standards as adopted by the
State Fire Marshal for separation and protection, chemical
and hazardous storage facilities shall also include:

423.20.4.1 Chemical storage. Rooms used for the stor-
age, handling, and disposal of chemicals used in school
and community college laboratories shall be vented to the
exterior. The ventilation system shall not be connected to
the air-conditioning return air system, and the rooms shall
be kept at moderate temperatures. Doors shall be lockable
from the outside and operable at all times from the inside.
Rooms shall be well illuminated. Cabinets shall have
shelves with a 1/2 inch (12.7 mm) lip on the front and shall
be constructed of noncorrosive material. When vented to
the exterior, chemical storage cabinets shall be mechani-
cally vented in accordance with NFPA 30 and NFPA 91.

423.20.4.2 Hazardous materials storage. Buildings
and/or rooms used for the storage, handling and disposal
of flammable, poisonous, or hazardous materials or lig-
uids, and equipment powered by internal combustion
engines and their fuels shall be separated from adjacent
spaces by 1-hour fire-rated assemblies. These require-
ments also apply to completely detached buildings within
60 feet (18 288 mm) of student-occupied facilities. Doors
shall have a C Label and open directly to the exterior. Stor-
age buildings and/or rooms shall be mechanically venti-
lated. Electrical fixtures, switches, heat detectors and
outlets installed in flammable storage rooms shall be
explosionproof.

423.21 Child care/day care/prekindergarten facilities.

423.21.1 Child care/day care/prekindergarten facilities
located on board-owned property shall comply with Florida
Building Code and the Uniform Fire Safety Standards as
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adopted by the State Fire Marshal and the specific criteria in
this section. Child care/day care/pre-kindergarten facilities
requiring a license from another agency may also be required
to comply with additional construction requirements
imposed by that agency.

423.21.2 Toilet facilities shall meet accessibility require-
ments and should open into the instructional space. The toilet
may be used by both sexes and shall contain a water closet,
lavatory and related accessories.

423.21.3 If child care facilities are provided with a bathing
area, it shall be within or adjacent to the child care area and
shall contain either a shower with hand-held sprayer or a tub.
The water temperature shall be controlled by a mixing valve
and shall not exceed 110°F (43°C).

423.21.4 Toilet facilities shall have a non-slip impervious
floor and 6-foot (1829 mm) impervious wainscot.

423.21.5 Drinking fountain(s) shall be provided for the chil-
dren and be within close proximity of the child care facility.

423.21.6 A towel and soap dispenser shall be provided at
each sink. Hand wash areas for adults shall be provided with
warm water; the water temperature shall be controlled by a
mixing valve and shall not exceed 110°F (43°C). All electrical
receptacles shall be placed out of reach of the children.

423.21.7 When provided, a residential-type kitchen shall
include a nonslip floor, a refrigerator, a residential range, a
residential-type range hood mechanically exhausted to the
outside, and a fire extinguisher located within 15 feet (457
mm) of the range within the same room.

423.21.8 Areas designated for children’s sleeping mats, cots
or cribs shall include a clearly marked exit passageway.

423.21.9 The child care facility shall not contain any storage
of cleaning agents, chemicals, or other hazardous materials in
student accessible areas.

423.21.10 Outdoor play areas shall be provided and shall be
protected from access to streets or other dangers. The play
area shall be fenced or walled to a minimum height of 4 feet
(1219 mm) and any latches on maintenance gates shall be
secured or beyond the reach of the children.

423.21.11 Shade shall be provided in the play area (a covered
play area may be provided).

423.21.12 Play equipment shall be firmly anchored, free of
sharp corners or pointed surfaces, and shall have cushioning
surfaces such as mats or sand beneath.

423.21.13 The grounds shall be free of undergrowth or harm-
ful plant material.

423.22 Clinics.

423.22.1 Clinics in kindergarten through grade 12 (K-12),
vocational-technical centers (VTC), and full service schools
shall comply with the general criteria found in the Florida
Building Code and the Uniform Fire Safety Standards as
adopted by the State Fire Marshal, as well as the specific cri-
teria found herein. Clinics shall be located and equipped to
provide emergency aid to students. Closets and storage cabi-
nets used for medications and bandages shall have locks, and
shall be designed to be under constant supervision.
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423.22.2 School clinics shall include locked storage, toilet
room and shower, and bed space.

423.22.3 Sanitary facilities are required as follows:

423.22.3.1 Elementary school clinics, including kinder-
garten, shall include at a minimum one accessible toilet
room, to serve male and female students, complete with a
water closet, lavatory, accessible shower, changing table,
and accessories.

423.22.3.2 Secondary and VTC school clinics shall
include two accessible toilet rooms complete with water
closet, lavatory, accessories and shower.

423.22.3.3 Toilet rooms in clinics shall include both hot
and cold water at the showers and all lavatories. The water
temperature shall be controlled by a mixing valve and
shall not exceed 110°F (43°C).

423.22.3.4 Toilet rooms shall have exhaust fans vented to
the exterior.

423.22.3.5 A working counter top with lavatory/sink and
hot water shall be provided in each clinic.

423.22.4 The bed area shall be designed to maintain constant
visual supervision from the office. Space for student beds
shall be provided in each clinic at 50 square feet (5 m’) per
bed. Space for beds in secondary and VTC schools shall be
equally divided for male and female students. Beds shall be
provided based on student capacity in the following ratios:

423.22.4.1 Up to 500 students—three beds.
423.22.4.2 501 to 1,000 students—four beds.
423.22.4.3 1,001 to 2,000 students—five beds.
423.22.4.4 Over 2,000-six beds.

423.22.5 Full-service school health clinics.

423.22.5.1 Location. Clinics shall be located to provide a
direct accessible route from the exterior and from the inte-
rior or by a connecting covered walk.

423.22.5.2 Parking. Clinics shall be provided with 10
designated parking spaces immediately adjacent to the
clinic, one of which shall be accessible to persons with
disabilities.

423.22.5.3 Sanitary facilities. Sanitary facilities are
required as follows:

423.22.5.3.1 Full-service school clinics shall include
one accessible toilet room for males and one for
females, complete with water closet, lavatory, acces-
sories, and shower. Additional toilets may be required
for a full-service school clinic depending on occupant
load and program.

423.22.5.3.2 Hot and cold water shall be provided at
the showers and lavatories. The water temperature
shall be controlled by a mixing valve and shall not
exceed 110°F (43°C).

423.22.5.3.3 Toilet rooms shall have exhaust fans
vented to the exterior.
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423.22.5.3.4 A nurses’ station shall be provided with a
working counter with lavatory/sink and be located so
as to maintain visual supervision of the bed area.

423.22.5.4 Locked storage rooms shall be provided for a
refrigerator, files, equipment, and supplies.

423.22.5.5 Data outlets shall be provided for computer
hook-ups and computer networking and additional elec-
tric outlets shall be provided for hearing and vision testing
machines.

423.23 Kilns. Kiln rooms and areas shall be provided with ade-
quate exhaust to dispel emitted heat to the exterior, and they shall
not be connected to any other exhaust system. Kilns shall not be
located near or adjacent to paths of egress or exit and shall be
placed in separate rooms when serving students through grade 3.
Kiln rooms shall be provided with appropriate smoke/heat
detectors connected to the fire alarm system.

423.24 Open plan schools. An open plan building or portion of
a building may be subdivided into smaller areas by use of low
partitions [maximum 5 feet high (1524 mm)], movable parti-
tions, or movable furnishing, which by location and type do not
hinder or obstruct the ability of persons in one area of the plan to
be immediately aware of an emergency condition in any other
area of the plan. Corridors shall be identified with different color
or type of flooring materials, by permanent low partitions or by
other means to prevent blockage of the path of egress to exits by
partitions or furniture. When open plan schools are partitioned,
the work shall conform to the code requirements for new con-
struction. Demountable or movable partitions in open plan class-
room areas shall be a maximum of 5 feet (1524 mm) in height
and shall terminate a minimum of 5 feet (1524 mm) from any
permanent wall. All circulation openings in open plan areas shall
be a minimum of 5 feet (1524 mm) wide. Movable furnishings
shall not exceed 5 feet (1524 mm) in height and shall have a sta-
ble base.

423.25 Public shelter design criteria.

423.25.1 New facilities. New educational facilities for
school boards and community college boards, unless specifi-
cally exempted by the board with the written concurrence of
the applicable local emergency management agency or the
Department of Community Affairs (DCA), shall have appro-
priate areas designed as enhanced hurricane protection areas
(EHPAs) in compliance with this section.

Exception: Facilities located, or proposed to be located,
ina Category 1,2, or 3 evacuation zone shall not be subject
to these requirements.

423.25.1.1 Enhanced hurricane protection areas
(EHPA). The EHPA areas shall provide emergency shel-
ter and protection for people for a period of up to 8 hours
during a hurricane.

423.25.1.1.1 The EHPA criteria apply only to the spe-
cific portions of (K-12) and community college educa-
tional facilities that are designated as EHPAs.

423.25.1.2 The EHPAs and related spaces shall serve the
primary educational or auxiliary use during non-shelter
occupancy.
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423.25.2 Site. Factors such as low evacuation demand, size,
location, accessibility and storm surge may be considered by
the board, with written concurrence of the local emergency
management agency or the DCA, in exempting a particular
facility.

423.25.2.1 Emergency access. EHPAs shall have at
least one route for emergency vehicle access. The
emergency route shall be above the 100-year
floodplain. This requirement may be waived by the
board, with concurrence of the local emergency man-
agement agency or the DCA.

423.25.2.2 Landscaping. Landscaping around the
EHPASs shall be designed to preserve safety and emer-
gency access. Trees shall not conflict with the function-
ing of overhead or underground utility lines, or cause
laydown or impact hazard to the building envelope.

423.25.2.3 Parking. During an emergency condition,
vehicle parking shall be prohibited within 50 feet (15
240 mm) of an EHPA. Designated EHPA parking areas
may be unpaved.

423.25.2.4 Signage. Floor plans of the facility, indicat-
ing EHPAs, shall be mounted in the emergency man-
ager’s office/area.

423.25.3 Design. EHPAs may be above or below ground and
may have more than one story, provided the design satisfies
the wind load and missile impact criteria. Modular and
open-plan buildings may serve as EHPAs provided the design
satisfies the wind load and missile impact criteria.

423.25.3.1 Excluded spaces. Spaces such as mechanical
and electrical rooms, storage rooms, open corridors,
kitchens, science rooms and labs, vocational shop areas
and labs, computer rooms, attic and crawl spaces shall not
be used as EHPAs.

423.25.3.2 Capacity. Fifty percent of the net square feet
of a designated educational facility shall be constructed as
EHPAs. The net square feet shall be determined by sub-
tracting from the gross square feet those spaces, such as
mechanical and electrical rooms, storage rooms, open
corridors, kitchens, science rooms and labs, vocational
shop areas and labs, computer rooms, attic and crawl
spaces that shall not be used as EHPAs. The board, with
concurrence of the applicable local emergency manage-
ment agency or DCA, may adjust this requirement if it is
determined to be in its best interest. The capacity of an
EHPA shall be calculated at 20 square feet (2 m’) per
occupant (adults and children five years or older).

423.25.3.3 Toilets. Toilet and hand washing facilities
should be located within the EHPAs and provided at one
toilet and one sink per 40 occupants. These required toilet
and hand-washing facilities are not in addition to those
required for normal school occupancy and shall be
included in the overall facility fixture count.

423.25.3.3.1 Support systems for the toilets, e.g., blad-
ders, portable toilets, water storage tanks, etc., shall be
capable of supplying water and containing waste, for
the designed capacity of the EHPAs.
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423.25.3.3.2 Plumbing and valve systems of “normal”
toilets within the EHPAs may be designed for conver-
sion to emergency operation to meet the required
demand.

423.25.3.4 Food service. Where feasible, include counter
tops for food distribution functions in the EHPAs.

423.25.3.5 Manager’s office. An administration office
normally used by a school administrator shall be identi-
fied as the EHPA manager’s office and shall be located
within the EHPA. The office shall have provisions for
standby power, lighting, communications, main fire alarm
control panel and storage for the manager’s equipment.

423.25.4 Structural standard for wind loads. At a mini-
mum, EHPASs shall be designed for wind loads in accordance
with ASCE 7, Minimum Design Loads for Buildings and
Other Structures, Category Il (Essential Buildings). Open-
ings shall withstand the impact of wind-borne debris missiles
in accordance with the impact and cyclic loading criteria per
SBC/SSTD 12. Based on a research document, Emergency
Shelter Design Criteria for Educational Facilities, by the
University of Florida for the DOE, it is highly recommended
by the department that the shelter be designed using the map
wind speed plus 40 mph, with an importance factor of 1.0.

423.25.4.1 Missile impact criteria. The building enclo-
sure, including walls, roofs, glazed openings, louvers and
doors, shall not be perforated or penetrated by a flying
object. For walls and roofs, the missile criteria is as pro-
vided in SBC/SSTD 12.

423.25.4.1.1 Materials used for walls, roofs, windows,
louvers, and doors shall be certified for resistance to
missile impact criteria.

423.25.4.1.2 The glazed openings or permanent pro-
tective systems over glazed openings shall be designed
for cyclic loading.

423.25.4.2 Roofs. Roof decks shall be cast-in-place 4-inch
(102 mm) or more, normal weight concrete. Concrete
decks shall be waterproof. Systems other than cast-in-place
concrete shall have adequate bearing, anchorage against
wind uplift, diaphragm action, and resistance to rain that are
equivalent to a cast-in-place system.

Exception: Structural precast concrete roofs, com-
posite metal decks with normal weight concrete roofs,
or other systems and materials that meet the wind load
and missile impact criteria may be used.

423.25.4.2.1 Light weight concrete or insulating con-
crete may be used on roof decks of EHPAs provided
the roof decks are at least 4-inch (102 mm)
cast-in-place normal weight concrete or other struc-
tural systems of equivalent strength.

423.25.4.2.2 Roof openings (e.g., HVAC fans, ducts,
skylights) shall be designed to meet the wind load and
missile impact criteria.

423.25.4.2.3 Roof coverings shall be specified and
designed according to the latest ASTM and Factory
Mutual Standards for materials and wind uplift forces.
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Roofs shall be inspected by a licensed engineer/archi-
tect and a representative of the roofing manufacturer.

423.25.4.2.4 Roofs shall have adequate slope and
drains sized for normal use and shall have emergency
overflow scuppers which will accommodate a
2-inch-per-hour (51 mm) rain for 6 hours.

423.25.4.2.5 Parapets shall satisfy the wind load and
missile impact criteria; roof overhangs shall resist
uplift forces.

423.25.4.3 Windows. All unprotected window assem-
blies and their anchoring systems shall be designed and
installed to meet the wind load and missile impact criteria.

423.25.4.3.1 Windows may be provided with perma-
nent protective systems, provided the protective sys-
tem is designed and installed to meet the wind load and
missile impact criteria and completely covers the win-
dow assembly and anchoring system.

423.25.4.3.2 EHPAs shall have mechanical ventilation
systems. Ventilation shall be provided at a minimum
rate of 2 cfm per square foot of EHPA floor area. The
mechanical ventilation system shall be connected to
the EHPA’s emergency power.

423.25.4.4 Doors. All exterior and interior doors subject
to possible wind exposure and/or missile impact shall
have doors, frames, anchoring devices, and vision panels
designed and installed to resist the wind load and missile
impact criteria or such doors, frames, anchoring devices,
and vision panels shall be covered with permanent protec-
tive systems designed and installed to resist the wind load
and missile impact criteria.

423.25.4.5 Exterior envelope. The exterior envelope,
louvers over air intakes and vents, and gooseneck type
intakes and vents of EHPAs shall be designed and
installed to meet the wind load and missile impact criteria.

423.25.4.5.1 HVAC equipment mounted on roofs and
anchoring systems shall be designed and installed to
meet the wind load criteria.

423.25.4.5.2 Roof mounted HVAC equipment shall
have a 12-inch-high (305 mm) curb around the roof
opening and be designed to prevent the entry of rain
water.

423.25.4.6 Foundations and floor slabs. Foundations
shall be designed to resist all appropriate loads and load
combinations, including overturning moments due to
wind. The floor elevation and necessary life safety and
other emergency support systems of EHPAs shall be ele-
vated above the maximum storm surge inundation eleva-
tion associated with a Category 4 hurricane event. Storm
surge elevations shall be identified by the most current
edition of the regional Sea Lake and Overland Surges
from Hurricanes (SLOSH) studies and atlases.

423.25.5 Electrical and standby emergency power sys-
tem. The EHPA shall be provided with a standby emergency
electrical power system, per Chapter 27, NFPA 70 Articles
700 and 701, which shall have the capability of being con-
nected to a backup generator or other optional power source.
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Where economically feasible, an equivalent photovoltaic
system may be provided. The EHPA’s emergency systems
includes, but are not limited to: (1) an emergency lighting
system, (2) illuminated exit signs, (3) fire protection sys-
tem(s), alarm (campus wide) and sprinkler, and (4) minimum
ventilation for health/safety purposes. The fire alarm panel
shall be located in the EHPA manager’s office. A remote
annunciator panel shall be located in or adjacent to the school
administrator’s office. When generators are installed, the
facility housing the generator, permanent or portable, shall be
an enclosed area designed to protect the generators from
wind and missile impact. Air intakes and exhausts shall be
designed and installed to meet the wind load and missile
impact criteria. Generators hardened by the manufacturer to
withstand the area’s design wind and missile impact criteria
shall be exempt from the enclosed area criteria requirement.

423.25.5.1 EHPA lighting. Emergency lighting shall be
provided within the EHPA area, EHPA manager’s office,
toilet rooms, main electrical room and generator spaces
and shall be at least 10 footcandles (100 lux) of general
illumination, which can be reduced to 1/2 footcandle (5
lux) in the sleeping areas during the night.

423.25.5.2 Optional standby circuits. Additional
nonlife safety systems, as defined by Chapter 27, NFPA
70 Article 702 (optional standby circuits), may be sup-
plied power, if available, by the Standby Emergency
Power System. These systems shall be connected to the
Standby Emergency Power System via an electrical
subpanel to the Standby Electrical Power System’s main
electrical panel. This will allow selective or total load
shedding of power if required. The fire alarm, emergency
lighting and illuminated exit signs throughout the entire
campus shall receive first priority to power provided by
the Standby Emergency Power System per Chapter 27,
NFPA 70 Article 700. The systems listed are not all
encompassing but are in order of priority. Local officials
may request additional non-life safety systems they deem
necessary for health, welfare and safety of the public dur-
ing occupancy:
1. Remainder of the school’s campus security lighting
(building and site).
2. Additional ventilation systems within the EHPA,
including heat.
3. Intercom system.
4. Food storage equipment.

5. Additional electric receptacles, other than those
required by Section 423.25.5.3.

423.25.5.3 Receptacle outlets. A minimum of four elec-
trical outlets, served with power from the standby circuits,
shall be provided in the EHPA manager’s office.

423.25.6 Inspections. EHPAs shall be considered “threshold
buildings” in accordance with Section 553.71(7), Florida
Statutes, and shall comply with Sections 553.79(5),
553.79(7), and 553.79(8), Florida Statutes.

423.25.6.1 Construction of EHPAs shall be inspected dur-
ing the construction process by certified building code
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inspectors or the design architect/engineer(s) certified
pursuant to Part XII Chapter 468, Florida Statutes and
threshold inspectors for compliance with applicable rules
and laws.

423.25.6.2 The emergency electrical systems shall be
inspected during the construction process by certified
electrical inspector or Florida-registered professional
engineers certified pursuant to Part XII Chapter 468,
Florida Statutes, skilled in electrical design.

423.25.6.3 EHPAs shall be inspected and recertified for
compliance with the structural requirements of this sec-
tion every five years by a Florida-registered professional
engineer skilled in structural design. If any structural sys-
tem, as specified in this section, is damaged or replaced,
the recertification shall be obtained prior to the beginning
of the next hurricane season.

423.25.6.4 All shutter systems, roofs, overflow scuppers,
and structural systems of EHPAs shall be inspected and
maintained annually prior to hurricane season and after a
major event. All emergency generators shall be inspected
under load conditions including activation of the fire
alarms, emergency lights as per applicable equipment
codes and NFPA standards, and including mechanical
systems and receptacles connected to the emergency
power.

423.26 Time-out rooms.

423.26.1 Locking an individual inside a space without a
means of opening the door from within that space is contrary
to the exiting philosophy of the Florida Building Code and
the Uniform Fire Safety Standards as adopted by the State
Fire Marshal for educational facilities. The educational pro-
gram which 