PREFACE

Introduction

Internationally, code officials recognize the need for a modern, up-to-date fire code addressing conditions hazardous to life and
property from fire, explosion, handling or use of hazardous materials and the use and occupancy of buildings and premises. The
International Fire Code®, in this 2006 edition, is designed to meet these needs through model code regulations that safeguard the
public health and safety in all communities, large and small.

This comprehensivefire code establishes minimum regul ationsfor fire prevention and fire protection systems using prescriptive
and performance-related provisions. It is founded on broad-based principles that make possible the use of new materials and new
system designs. This 2006 edition isfully compatible with all the International Codes® (1-Codes®) published by the International
Code Council (ICC)®, including the International Building Code®, International Code Council Electrical Code Administrative
Provisions®, International Energy Conservation Code®, International Existing Building Code®, International Fuel Gas Code®,
International Mechanical Code®, |CC Performance Code®, International Plumbing Code®, International Private Sewage Disposal
Code®, International Property Maintenance Code®, International Residential Code®, International Wildland-Urban Interface
Code™ and International Zoning Code®.

The International Fire Code provisions provide many benefits, among which isthe model code development processthat offers
aninternational forum for fire saf ety professionalsto discuss performance and prescriptive code requirements. Thisforum provides
an excellent arena to debate proposed revisions. This model code also encourages international consistency in the application of
provisions.

Development

Thefirst edition of the International Fire Code (2000) wasthe culmination of an effort initiated in 1997 by adevelopment commit-
tee appointed by 1CC and consisting of representatives of the three statutory members of the International Code Council: Building
Officialsand Code Administrators International, Inc. (BOCA), International Conference of Building Officials (ICBO) and South-
ern Building Code CongressInternational (SBCCI). Theintent wasto draft acomprehensive set of fire safety regulations consi stent
with and inclusive of the scope of the existing model codes. Technical content of the latest model codes promulgated by BOCA,
ICBO and SBCCI was utilized asthe basisfor the devel opment, followed by public hearingsin 1998 and 1999 to consider proposed
changes. This 2006 edition presents the code as originally issued, with changes reflected in the 2003 edition and further changes
approved through thel CC Code Devel opment Processthrough 2005. A new edition such asthisispromul gated every threeyears.

This codeisfounded on principlesintended to establish provisions consistent with the scope of afire code that adequately pro-
tects public health, safety and welfare; provisions that do not unnecessarily increase construction costs; provisions that do not
restrict the use of new materials, products or methods of construction; and provisionsthat do not give preferential treatment to par-
ticular types or classes of materials, products or methods of construction.

Adoption

Thelnternational Fire Codeisavailablefor adoption and use by jurisdictionsinternationally. ltsusewithin agovernmental jurisdic-
tion isintended to be accomplished through adoption by reference in accordance with proceedings establishing the jurisdiction’s
laws. At thetime of adoption, jurisdictions should insert the appropriateinformation in provisionsrequiring specific local informa-
tion, such asthe name of the adopting jurisdiction. Theselocations are shown in bracketed wordsin small capital lettersin the code
and in the sample ordinance. The sample adoption ordinance on page v addresses several key elements of a code adoption ordi-
nance, including the information required for insertion into the code text.

Maintenance

The International Fire Code is kept up-to-date through the review of proposed changes submitted by code enforcing officials,
industry representatives, design professionals and other interested parties. Proposed changes are carefully considered through an
open code development process in which all interested and affected parties may participate.

The contents of this work are subject to change both through the Code Development Cycles and the governmental body that
enactsthe code into law. For more information regarding the code development process, contact the Code and Standard Develop-
ment Department of the International Code Council.

While the devel opment procedure of the International Fire Code assuresthe highest degree of care, ICC, its members and those
participatingin the development of thiscodedo not accept any liability resulting from compliance or noncompliancewith the provi-
sionshecause | CC and itsfounding membersdo not havethe power or authority to police or enforce compliancewith the contents of
this code. Only the governmental body that enacts the code into law has such authority.
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Letter Designations in Front of Section Numbers

In each code development cycle, proposed changes to the code are considered at the Code Devel opment Hearings by the ICC Fire
Code Development Committee, whose action constitutes a recommendation to the voting membership for final action on the pro-
posed change. Proposed changesto acode section that hasanumber beginning with aletter in bracketsare considered by adifferent
code devel opment committee. For example, proposed changes to code sections that have [B] in front of them (e.g. [B] 607.2) are
considered by the ICC Building Code Development Committee at the code devel opment hearings.

Thecontent of sectionsin thiscodethat begin with aletter designation are maintained by another code devel opment committeein
accordance with the following:

[B] = International Building Code Development Committee;

[EB] = International Existing Building Code Development Committee;
[FG] = International Fuel Gas Code Development Committee;

[M] International Mechanical Code Development Committee; and
[P International Plumbing Code Development Committee.

Marginal Markings
Solid vertical linesinthe marginswithin the body of the codeindicateatechnical changefrom the requirementsof the 2003 edition.
Deletionindicators (=) are provided in the margin where a paragraph or item has been deleted. > indicates IFC model code lan-

guage deleted by Oregon. Double vertical linesin the margin denote amendments and additions promulgated by the State of Ore-
gon, modifying the 2006 International Fire Code. Minor changes, such as section renumbering and removal of references to

international codes are not indicated with a double rule in the margin.
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