
APPENDIX H

SIGNS

The pro vi sions con tained in this ap pen dix are not man da tory un less spe cif i cally ref er enced in the adopt ing or di nance.

SECTION H101
GENERAL

H101.1 Gen eral. A sign shall not be erected in a man ner that
would con fuse or ob struct the view of or in ter fere with exit
signs re quired by Chap ter 10 or with of fi cial traf fic signs, sig -
nals or de vices. Signs and sign sup port struc tures, to gether with 
their sup ports, braces, guys and an chors, shall be kept in re pair
and in proper state of pres er va tion. The dis play sur faces of
signs shall be kept neatly painted or posted at all times.

H101.2 Signs ex empt from per mits. The fol low ing signs are
ex empt from the re quire ments to ob tain a per mit be fore erec -
tion:

1. Painted nonil lu mi nated signs.

2. Tem po rary signs an nounc ing the sale or rent of prop erty.

3. Signs erected by trans por ta tion au thor i ties.

4. Pro jecting signs not ex ceed ing 2.5 square feet (0.23 m2).

5. The chang ing of move able parts of an ap proved sign that
is de signed for such changes, or the re paint ing or re po si -
tion ing of dis play mat ter shall not be deemed an alter a -
tion. 

SECTION H102
DEFINITIONS

H102.1 Gen eral. Un less oth er wise ex pressly stated, the fol -
low ing words and terms shall, for the pur poses of this ap pen -
dix, have the mean ings shown herein. Re fer to Chap ter 2 of the
In ter na tional Build ing Code for gen eral def i ni tions.

COM BI NA TION SIGN. A sign in cor po rat ing any com bi na -
tion of the fea tures of pole, pro ject ing and roof signs.

DIS PLAY SIGN. The area made avail able by the sign struc -
ture for the pur pose of dis play ing the ad ver tis ing mes sage.

ELEC TRIC SIGN. A sign con tain ing elec tri cal wir ing, but
not in clud ing signs il lu mi nated by an ex te rior light source.

GROUND SIGN. A bill board or sim i lar type of sign which is
sup ported by one or more up rights, poles or braces in or upon
the ground other than a com bi na tion sign or pole sign, as de -
fined by this code.

POLE SIGN. A sign wholly sup ported by a sign struc ture in
the ground.

POR TA BLE DIS PLAY SUR FACE. A dis play sur face tem -
po rarily fixed to a stan dard ized ad ver tis ing struc ture which is
reg u larly moved from struc ture to struc ture at pe ri odic in ter -
vals.

PRO JECT ING SIGN. A sign other than a wall sign, which
pro jects from and is sup ported by a wall of a build ing or struc -
ture.

ROOF SIGN. A sign erected upon or above a roof or par a pet
of a build ing or struc ture.

SIGN. Any let ter, fig ure, char ac ter, mark, plane, point, mar -
quee sign, de sign, poster, pic to rial, pic ture, stroke, stripe, line,
trade mark, read ing mat ter or il lu mi nated ser vice, which shall
be con structed, placed, at tached, painted, erected, fas tened or
man u fac tured in any man ner what so ever, so that the same shall
be used for the at trac tion of the pub lic to any place, sub ject,
per son, firm, cor po ra tion, pub lic per for mance, ar ti cle, ma -
chine or mer chan dise, what so ever, which is dis played in any
man ner out doors. Ev ery sign shall be clas si fied and con form to
the re quire ments of that clas si fi ca tion as set forth in this chap -
ter.

SIGN STRUC TURE. Any struc ture which sup ports or is ca -
pa ble of sup port ing a sign as de fined in this code. A sign struc -
ture is per mit ted to be a sin gle pole and is not re quired to be an
in te gral part of the build ing.

WALL SIGN. Any sign at tached to or erected against the wall
of a build ing or struc ture, with the ex posed face of the sign in a
plane par al lel to the plane of said wall.

SECTION H103
LOCATION

H103.1 Lo ca tion re stric tions. Signs shall not be erected, con -
structed or main tained so as to ob struct any fire es cape or any
win dow or door or open ing used as a means of egress or so as to
pre vent free pas sage from one part of a roof to any other part
thereof. A sign shall not be at tached in any form, shape or man -
ner to a fire es cape, nor be placed in such man ner as to in ter fere
with any open ing re quired for ven ti la tion.

SECTION H104
IDENTIFICATION

H104.1 Iden ti fi ca tion. Ev ery out door ad ver tis ing dis play sign 
here af ter erected, con structed or main tained, for which a per -
mit is re quired shall be plainly marked with the name of the
per son, firm or cor po ra tion erect ing and main tain ing such sign
and shall have af fixed on the front thereof the per mit num ber is -
sued for said sign or other method of iden ti fi ca tion ap proved by 
the build ing of fi cial.
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SECTION H105
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

H105.1 Gen eral re quire ments. Signs shall be de signed and
con structed to com ply with the pro vi sions of this code for use
of ma te ri als, loads and stresses.

H105.2 Per mits, draw ings and spec i fi ca tions. Where a per -
mit is re quired, as pro vided in Chap ter 1, con struc tion doc u -
ments shall be re quired. These doc u ments shall show the
di men sions, ma te rial and re quired de tails of con struc tion, in -
clud ing loads, stresses and an chors.

H105.3 Wind load. Signs shall be de signed and con structed to
with stand wind pres sure as pro vided for in Chap ter 16.

H105.4 Seis mic load. Signs de signed to with stand wind pres -
sures shall be con sid ered ca pa ble of with stand ing earth quake
loads, ex cept as pro vided for in Chap ter 16.

H105.5 Working stresses. In out door ad ver tis ing dis play
signs, the al low able work ing stresses shall con form to the re -
quire ments of Chap ter 16. The work ing stresses of wire rope
and its fas ten ings shall not ex ceed 25 per cent of the ul ti mate
strength of the rope or fas ten ers.

Ex cep tions:

1. The al low able work ing stresses for steel and wood
shall be in ac cor dance with the pro vi sions of Chap ters 
22 and 23. 

2. The work ing strength of chains, ca bles, guys or steel
rods shall not ex ceed one-fifth of the ul ti mate strength 
of such chains, ca bles, guys or steel.

H105.6 At tach ment. Signs at tached to ma sonry, con crete or
steel shall be safely and se curely fas tened by means of metal
an chors, bolts or ap proved ex pan sion screws of suf fi cient size
and an chor age to safely sup port the loads ap plied.

SECTION H106
ELECTRICAL

H106.1 Il lu mi na tion. A sign shall not be il lu mi nated by other
than elec tri cal means, and elec tri cal de vices and wir ing shall be 
in stalled in ac cor dance with the re quire ments of the ICC Elec -
tri cal Code. Any open spark or flame shall not be used for dis -
play pur poses un less spe cif i cally ap proved.

H106.1.1 In ter nally il lu mi nated signs. Ex cept as pro vided 
for in Sec tions 402.14 and 2611, where in ter nally il lu mi -
nated signs have sign fac ings of wood or ap proved plas tic,
the area of such fac ing sec tion shall not be more than 120
square feet (11.16 m2) and the wir ing for elec tric light ing
shall be en tirely en closed in the sign cab i net with a clear -
ance of not less than 2 inches (51 mm) from the fac ing ma te -
rial. The di men sional lim i ta tion of 120 square feet (11.16
m2) shall not ap ply to sign fac ing sec tions made from flame-
re sis tant-coated fab ric (or di narily known as “flex i ble sign
face plas tic”) that weighs less than 20 ounces per square
yard (678 g/m2) and which, when tested in ac cor dance with
NFPA 701, meets the re quire ments of both the small-scale
test and the large-scale test, or which, when tested in ac cor -
dance with an ap proved test method, ex hib its an av er age

burn time for 10 spec i mens of 2 sec onds or less and a burn -
ing ex tent of 15 cen ti me ters or less.

H106.2 Elec tri cal ser vice. Signs that re quire elec tri cal ser vice
shall com ply with the ICC Elec tri cal Code.

SECTION H107
COMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS

H107.1 Use of com bus ti bles. Wood, ap proved plas tic or plas -
tic ve neer pan els as pro vided for in Chap ter 26, or other ma te ri -
als of com bus ti ble char ac ter is tics sim i lar to wood, used for
mold ings, cappings, nail ing blocks, let ters and lat tic ing, shall
com ply with Sec tion H109.1, and shall not be used for other or -
na men tal fea tures of signs, un less ap proved. 

H107.1.1 Plas tic ma te ri als. Not with stand ing any other
pro vi sions of this code, plas tic ma te ri als which burn at a rate 
no faster than 2.5 inches per min ute (64 mm/s) when tested
in ac cor dance with ASTM D 635 shall be deemed ap proved
plas tics and can be used as the dis play sur face ma te rial and
for the let ters, dec o ra tions and fac ings on signs and out door
dis play struc tures. 

H107.1.2 Elec tric sign faces. In di vid ual plas tic fac ings of
elec tric signs shall not ex ceed 200 square feet (18.6 m2) in
area. 

H107.1.3 Area lim i ta tion. If the area of a dis play sur face
ex ceeds 200 square feet (18.6 m2), the area oc cu pied or cov -
ered by ap proved plas tics shall be lim ited to 200 square feet
(18.6 m2) plus 50 percent of the dif fer ence be tween 200
square feet (18.6 m2) and the area of dis play sur face. The
area of plas tic on a dis play sur face shall not in any case ex -
ceed 1,100 square feet (102 m2). 

H107.1.4 Plas tic ap pur te nances. Let ters and dec o ra tions
mounted on an ap proved plas tic fac ing or dis play sur face
can be made of ap proved plas tics.

SECTION H108
ANIMATED DEVICES

H108.1 Fail-safe de vice. Signs that con tain mov ing sec tions or 
or na ments shall have fail-safe pro vi sions to pre vent the sec tion
or or na ment from re leas ing and fall ing or shift ing its cen ter of
grav ity more than 15 inches (381 mm). The fail-safe de vice
shall be in ad di tion to the mech a nism and the mech a nism’s
hous ing which op er ate the mov able sec tion or or na ment. The
fail-safe de vice shall be ca pa ble of sup port ing the full dead
weight of the sec tion or or na ment when the mov ing mech a nism 
re leases.

SECTION H109
GROUND SIGNS

H109.1 Height re stric tions. The struc tural frame of ground
signs shall not be erected of com bus ti ble ma te ri als to a height
of more than 35 feet (10668 mm) above the ground. Ground
signs con structed en tirely of non com bustible ma te rial shall not
be erected to a height of greater than 100 feet (30 480 mm)
above the ground. Greater heights are per mit ted where ap -
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proved and lo cated so as not to cre ate a haz ard or dan ger to the
pub lic. 

H109.2 Re quired clear ance. The bot tom cop ing of ev ery
ground sign shall be not less than 3 feet (914 mm) above the
ground or street level, which space can be filled with plat form
dec o ra tive trim or light wooden con struc tion. 

H109.3 Wood an chors and sup ports. Where wood an chors or 
sup ports are em bed ded in the soil, the wood shall be pres sure
treated with an ap proved pre ser va tive.

SECTION H110
ROOF SIGNS

H110.1 Gen eral. Roof signs shall be con structed en tirely of
metal or other ap proved non com bustible ma te rial ex cept as
pro vided for in Sec tions H106.1.1 and H107.1. Pro vi sions
shall be made for elec tric ground ing of me tal lic parts. Where
com bus ti ble ma te ri als are per mit ted in let ters or other or na -
men tal fea tures, wir ing and tub ing shall be kept free and in su -
lated there from. Roof signs shall be so con structed as to leave a
clear space of not less than 6 feet (1829 mm) be tween the roof
level and the low est part of the sign and shall have at least 5 feet
(1524 mm) clear ance be tween the ver ti cal sup ports thereof. No 
por tion of any roof sign struc ture shall pro ject be yond an ex te -
rior wall.

Ex cep tion: Signs on flat roofs with ev ery part of the roof ac -
ces si ble. 

H110.2 Bear ing plates. The bear ing plates of roof signs shall
dis trib ute the load di rectly to or upon ma sonry walls, steel roof
gird ers, col umns or beams. The build ing shall be de signed to
avoid overstress of these mem bers. 

H110.3 Height of solid signs. A roof sign hav ing a solid sur -
face shall not ex ceed, at any point, a height of 24 feet (7315
mm) mea sured from the roof sur face. 

H110.4 Height of open signs. Open roof signs in which the
uni form open area is not less than 40 percent of to tal gross area
shall not ex ceed a height of 75 feet (22 860 mm) on build ings of 
Type 1 or Type 2 con struc tion. On build ings of other con struc -
tion types, the height shall not ex ceed 40 feet (12 192 mm).
Such signs shall be thor oughly se cured to the build ing upon
which they are in stalled, erected or con structed by iron, metal
an chors, bolts, sup ports, chains, stranded ca bles, steel rods or
braces and they shall be main tained in good con di tion.

H110.5 Height of closed signs. A closed roof sign shall not be
erected to a height greater than 50 feet (15 240 mm) above the
roof of build ings of Type 1 or Type 2 con struc tion, nor more
than 35 feet (10 668 mm) above the roof of build ings of Type 3,
4 or 5 con struc tion.

SECTION H111
WALL SIGNS

H111.1 Ma te rials. Wall signs which have an area ex ceed ing
40 square feet (3.72 m2) shall be con structed of metal or other
ap proved non com bustible ma te rial, ex cept for nail ing rails and
as pro vided for in Sec tions H106.1.1 and H107.1. 

H111.2 Ex te rior wall mount ing de tails. Wall signs at tached
to ex te rior walls of solid ma sonry, con crete or stone shall be
safely and se curely at tached by means of metal an chors, bolts
or ex pan sion screws of not less than 3/8 inch (9.5 mm) di am e ter
and shall be em bed ded at least 5 inches (127 mm). Wood
blocks shall not be used for an chor age, ex cept in the case of
wall signs at tached to build ings with walls of wood. A wall sign 
shall not be sup ported by an chor ages se cured to an un braced
par a pet wall. 

H111.3 Ex ten sion. Wall signs shall not ex tend above the top of 
the wall, nor be yond the ends of the wall to which the signs are
at tached un less such signs con form to the re quire ments for roof 
signs, pro ject ing signs or ground signs.

SECTION H112
PROJECTING SIGNS

H112.1 Gen eral. Pro jecting signs shall be con structed en tirely 
of metal or other non com bustible ma te rial and se curely at -
tached to a build ing or struc ture by metal sup ports such as
bolts, an chors, sup ports, chains, guys or steel rods. Sta ples or
nails shall not be used to se cure any pro ject ing sign to any
build ing or struc ture. The dead load of pro ject ing signs not par -
al lel to the build ing or struc ture and the load due to wind pres -
sure shall be sup ported with chains, guys or steel rods hav ing
net cross-sec tional di men sion of not less than 3/8 inch (9.5 mm)
di am e ter. Such sup ports shall be erected or main tained at an an -
gle of at least 45 per cent (0.78 rad) with the hor i zon tal to re sist
the dead load and at an gle of 45 per cent (0.78 rad) or more with
the face of the sign to re sist the spec i fied wind pres sure. If such
pro ject ing sign ex ceeds 30 square feet (2.8 m2) in one fa cial
area, there shall be pro vided at least two such sup ports on each
side not more than 8 feet (2438 mm) apart to re sist the wind
pres sure. 

H112.2 At tach ment of sup ports. Sup ports shall be se cured to
a bolt or ex pan sion screw that will de velop the strength of the
sup port ing chains, guys or steel rods, with a min i mum 5/8-inch
(15.9 mm) bolt or lag screw, by an ex pan sion shield. Turn buck -
les shall be placed in chains, guys or steel rods sup port ing pro -
ject ing signs. 

H112.3 Wall mount ing de tails. Chains, ca bles, guys or steel
rods used to sup port the live or dead load of pro ject ing signs are 
per mit ted to be fas tened to solid ma sonry walls with ex pan sion
bolts or by ma chine screws in iron sup ports, but such sup ports
shall not be at tached to an un braced par a pet wall. Where the
sup ports must be fas tened to walls made of wood, the sup port -
ing an chor bolts must go through the wall and be plated or fas -
tened on the in side in a se cure man ner. 

H112.4 Height lim i ta tion. A pro ject ing sign shall not be
erected on the wall of any build ing so as to pro ject above the
roof or cor nice wall or above the roof level where there is no
cor nice wall; ex cept that a sign erected at a right an gle to the
build ing, the hor i zon tal width of which sign is per pen dic u lar to
such a wall and does not ex ceed 18 inches (457 mm), is per mit -
ted to be erected to a height not ex ceed ing 2 feet (610 mm)
above the roof or cor nice wall or above the roof level where
there is no cor nice wall. A sign at tached to a cor ner of a build -
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ing and par al lel to the ver ti cal line of such cor ner shall be
deemed to be erected at a right an gle to the build ing wall.

H112.5 Ad di tional loads. Pro jecting sign struc tures which
will be used to sup port an in di vid ual on a lad der or other ser -
vic ing de vice, whether or not spe cif i cally de signed for the
ser vic ing de vice, shall be ca pa ble of sup port ing the an tic i -
pated ad di tional load, but not less than a 100-pound (445 N)
con cen trated hor i zon tal load and a 300-pound (1334 N) con -
cen trated ver ti cal load ap plied at the point of as sumed or
most ec cen tric load ing. The build ing com po nent to which
the pro ject ing sign is at tached shall also be de signed to sup -
port the ad di tional loads.

SECTION H113
MARQUEE SIGNS

H113.1 Ma te rials. Mar quee signs shall be con structed en -
tirely of metal or other ap proved non com bustible ma te rial ex -
cept as pro vided for in Sec tions H106.1.1 and H107.1. 

H113.2 At tach ment. Mar quee signs shall be at tached to ap -
proved mar quees that are con structed in ac cor dance with Sec -
tion 3106.

H113.3 Di men sions. Mar quee signs, whether on the front or
side, shall not pro ject be yond the per im e ter of the mar quee. 

H113.4 Height lim i ta tion. Mar quee signs shall not ex tend
more than 6 feet (1829 mm) above, nor 1 foot (305 mm) be low
such mar quee, but un der no cir cum stances shall the sign or
signs have a ver ti cal di men sion greater than 8 feet (2438 mm).

SECTION H114
PORTABLE SIGNS

H114.1 Gen eral. Por ta ble signs shall con form to re quire ments 
for ground, roof, pro ject ing, flat and tem po rary signs where
such signs are used in a sim i lar ca pac ity. The re quire ments of
this sec tion shall not be con strued to re quire por ta ble signs to
have con nec tions to sur faces, tie-downs or foun da tions where
pro vi sions are made by tem po rary means or con fig u ra tion of
the struc ture to pro vide sta bil ity for the ex pected du ra tion of
the in stal la tion.

TABLE 4-A
SIZE, THICKNESS AND TYPE OF GLASS PANELS IN SIGNS

MAXIMUM SIZE OF 
EXPOSED PANEL MINIMUM

THICKNESS
OF GLASS

(inches) TYPE OF GLASS
Any dimension

(inches)
Area

(square inches)

30 500 1/8 Plain, plate or wired

45 700 3/16 Plain, plate or wired

144 3,600 1/4 Plain, plate or wired

> 144 > 3,600 1/4 Wired glass

For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm, 1 square inch = 645 mm2.

TABLE 4-B
THICKNESS OF PROJECTION SIGN

PROJECTION
(feet)

MAXIMUM THICKNESS
(feet)

5 2

4 2.5

3 3

2 3.5

1 4

For SI: 1 foot = 304.8 mm.

SECTION H115
REFERENCED STANDARDS

ASTM D 635-98 Test Method for H107.1.1
Rate of Burning and/or
Ex tent and Time of
Burning of Self-Sup porting 
Plas tics in a Hor i zon tal Po si tion

ICC EC-03 ICC Elec tri cal Code H106.1, 
H106.2  

NFPA 701-99 Methods of Fire Test for H106.1.1
Flame Prop a ga tion of Textiles
and Films
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