CHAPTER 33
SAFEGUARDS DURING CONSTRUCTION

SECTION 3301
GENERAL

3301.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter shall govern
safety during construction and the protection of adjacent public
and private properties.

3301.2 Storage and placement. Construction equipment and
materials shall be stored and placed so as not to endanger the
public, the workers or adjoining property for the duration of the
construction project.

SECTION 3302
CONSTRUCTION SAFEGUARDS

3302.1 Remodeling and additions. Required exits, existing
structural elements, fire protection devices and sanitary safe-
guards shall be maintained at all times during remodeling, al-
terations, repairs or additions to any building or structure.

Exceptions:

1. When such required elements or devices are being re-
modeled, altered or repaired, adequate substitute pro-
visions shall be made.

2. When the existing building is not occupied.

3302.2 Manner of removal. Waste materials shall be removed
in a manner which prevents injury or damage to persons, ad-
joining properties and public rights-of-way.

SECTION 3303
DEMOLITION

3303.1 Construction documents. Construction documents
and a schedule for demolition must be submitted when required
by the building official. Where such information is required, no
work shall be done until such construction documents or sched-
ule, or both, are approved.

3303.2 Pedestrian protection. The work of demolishing any
building shall not be commenced until pedestrian protection is
in place as required by this chapter and Title 15, Seattle Munici-

3303.3 Means of egress. A party wall balcony or horizontal
exit shall not be destroyed unless and until a substitute means of
egress has been provided and approved.
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SAFEGUARDS DURING CONSTRUCTION

ken so as to allow water to drain through unless the floors are to
be used.

3303.12 Engineer’s report. The building official may require
T ral engineer’s analysis of pr molitions or an

portions of a structure remaining after demolition.
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SECTION 3304
SITE WORK

3304.1 Excavation and fill. Excavation and fill for buildings
and structures shall be constructed or protected so as not to en-
danger life or property. Stumps and roots shall be removed
from the soil to a depth of at least 12 inches (305 mm) below the
surface of the ground in the area to be occupied by the building.
Wood forms which have been used in placing concrete, if
within the ground or between foundation sills and the ground,
shall be removed before a building is occupied or used for any
purpose. Before completion, loose or casual wood shall be re-
moved from direct contact with the ground under the building.

3304.1.1 Slope limits. Slopes for permanent fill shall not be
steeper than one unit vertical in two units horizontal (50-per-
centslope). Cut slopes for permanent excavations shall not be
steeper than one unit vertical in two units horizontal (50-per-
cent slope). Deviation from the foregoing limitations fer-eut
stopes shall be permitted only upon the presentation of a soil
investigation report acceptable to the building official.

3304.1.2 Surcharge. No fill or other surcharge loads shall be
placed adjacent to any building or structure unless such build-
ing or structure is capable of withstanding the additional
loads caused by the fill or surcharge. Existing footings or
foundations which can be affected by any excavation shall be
underpinned adequately or otherwise protected against set-
tlement and shall be protected against later movement.

3304.1.3 Footings on or adjacent to slopes. For footings
on or adjacent to slopes, see Chapter 18.

3304.1.4 Fill supporting foundations. Fill to be used to
support the foundations of any building or structure shall
comply with Section 1803.5. Special inspections of com-
pacted fill shall be in accordance with Section 1704.7.

SECTION 3305
SANITARY

3305.1 Facilities required. Sanitary facilities shall be pro-
vided during construction, remodeling or demolition activities
in accordance with the fnternationat Uniform Plumbing Code.

SECTION 3306

PROTECTION OF PEDESTRIANS

3306.1 Protection required. The protection of the public and
of the sidewalks, streets and other public property during con-
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SAFEGUARDS DURING CONSTRUCTION

SECTION 3307
PROTECTION OF ADJOINING PROPERTY

3307.1 Protection required. Adjoining public and private
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PUBLIC PROPERTY
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SAFEGUARDS DURING CONSTRUCTION

SECTION 3309
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

[F]3309.1 Where required. All structures under construction,
alteration or demolition shall be provided with not less than one
approved portable fire extinguisher in accordance with Section
906 and sized for not less than ordinary hazard as follows:

1. At each stairway on all floor levels where combustible
materials have accumulated.

2. In every storage and construction shed.

3. Additional portable fire extinguishers shall be provided
where special hazards exist, such as the storage and use
of flammable and combustible liquids.

3309.2 Fire hazards. The provisions of this code and the Inter-
national Fire Code shall be strictly observed to safeguard
against all fire hazards attendant upon construction operations.

SECTION 3310
EXITS

3310.1 Stairways required. Where a building has been con-
structed to a height greater than 50 feet (15 240 mm) or four
stories, or where an existing building exceeding 50 feet (15 240
mm) in height is altered, at least one temporary lighted stair-
way shall be provided unless one or more of the permanent
stairways are erected as the construction progresses.

3310.2 Maintenance of exits. Required means of egress shall
be maintained at all times during construction, demolition, re-
modeling or alterations and additions to any building.

Exception: Approved temporary means of egress systems
and facilities.

[F] SECTION 3311
STANDPIPES

3311.1 Where required. Buildings feur six stories above
grade plane or more in height shall be provided with not less
than one standpipe for use during construction. Such
standpipes shall be installed where the progress of construction
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is not more than 40 feet (12 192 mm) in height above the lowest
level of fire department access. Such standpipe shall be pro-
vided with fire department hose connections at accessible loca-
tions adjacent to usable stairs. Such standpipes shall be
extended as construction progresses to within one floor of the
highest point of construction having secured decking or floor-
ing.

Exception: In buildings of Type II1, IV and V construction,
installation of the standpipe may be deferred until 30 days

fter installation of roof sheathing i mpl 1 the prog-
ress of construction reaches 50 feet (15 240 mm), whichever
Qoccurs sooner.

3311.2 Buildings being demolished. Where a building is be-
ing demolished and a standpipe exists within such a building,
such standpipe shall be maintained in an operable condition so
as to be available for use by the fire department. Such standpipe
shall be demolished with the building but shall not be demol-
ished more than one floor below the floor being demolished.

3311.3 Detailed requirements. Standpipes shall be installed
in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 9.

Exception: Standpipes shall be either temporary or perma-
nent in nature, and with or without a water supply, provided
that such standpipes conform to the requirements of Section
905 as to capacity, outlets and materials.

3311.4 Water supply. Water supply for fire protection, either
temporary or permanent, shall be made available as soon as
combustible material accumulates.

[F]1 SECTION 3312
AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEM

3312.1 Completion before occupancy. In buildings where an
automatic sprinkler system is required by this code, it shall be
unlawful to occupy any portion of a building or structure until
the automatic sprinkler system installation has been tested and
approved, except as provided in Section H6-3 109.4.

3312.2 Operation of valves. Operation of sprinkler control
valves shall be permitted only by properly authorized person-
nel and shall be accompanied by notification of duly desig-
nated parties. When the sprinkler protection is being regularly
turned off and on to facilitate connection of newly completed
segments, the sprinkler control valves shall be checked at the
end of each work period to ascertain that protection is in ser-
vice.
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